
	
	

2017 Program Schedule 
Session 1: 9:00 to 10:30 am  

1.1 Wonderful Soil: What it is and How it Works 
  1.2 Designing Your Garden with Deer-proof Hellebores 
 1.3 Ecological Gardening with Beetles 

1.4 Growing Pollinator Gardens  
1.5 The Joy of Berries  
1.6 Benefits of Community Gardens 
1.7 Soil Amendments and Fertilizers  
 

Session 2: 10:45 to 12:15 pm  
  2.1 A Systematic Approach to Plant Problem Diagnosis 
  2.2 Gardening in a Mediterranean Climate  
  2.3 Using Native Plants to Create Pollinator Habitats  
  2.4 Gardening with Chickens  
  2.5 Masses of Grasses  
  2.6 Love Your Bugs  
  2.7 Succeeding with Succession  
  2.8 Planning and Growing a Butterfly Garden  
  2.9 Planting a Garden for Food Preservation  
  2.10 19 Ways to Enjoy the Foods of Your Labors 
  

Session 3: 1:15 to 2:45 pm 
 3.1 Planting Bulbs for Seasonal Color  
 3.2 I Did It! The Joy and Satisfaction of Canning and Preserving  
 3.3 Technology for Gardeners   
 3.4 Advanced Lawn Care  
 3.5 Easiest Veggies to Grow  
 3.6 Conserving Biodiversity  

3.7 Propagation from Cuttings 
 

Session 4: 3:00 to 4:30 pm  
  4.1 Seed Saving 
  4.2 Building Soil Carbon: Using Natures Solution to Restore the Soil 
  4.3 Forensic Botany, or Plant CSI 
  4.4 Building Your Own Compost 
  4.5 Try the Master Gardener Program on for Size – Seed Starting Basics  
  4.6 Microgreens 

4.7 Success with Raised Beds 
	 	 	

	

	 	

	 	



	

	

Session 1: 9:00-10:30 am 
Keynote Speaker – James Cassidy, OSU Soil Science 

1.1 Wonderful Soil: What It Is and How It Works” – 90 min. 
Seating is limited to 100 participants – Register early!   

 
It’s ALL about soil! Most people have only a 
vague idea of what soil is and how it works. Come 
learn more than you ever thought possible - the 
reason you’re alive, what nutrients are, how soil 
stores water and nutrients, and much 
more. James will discuss the fundamentals that 
ALL humans on planet Earth should know! 
 
 
 

James Cassidy  
has been an Instructor of Soil Science at Oregon State University for over 10 years. His 
introductory class now has over 200 students each term and is very popular. James is 

also the faculty advisor for the wildly 
popular OSU Organic Growers Club - 
OSU's student farm. Coming from a non-
traditional background (he was in the music 
industry for 30+ years), James is 
passionate about soil and is popular with 
students because of his dynamic speaking 
style. The student farm project has over 
300 student volunteers and continues to 
grow. The farm cultivates over 50 different 
fruit and vegetable crops and is just 
beginning its 16th season. 
 
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	 	

	 	



	

	
1.2 Designing Your Garden with Deer-proof Hellebores 

 
This class will cover the various species, 
cultivars, and hybrids of hellebores, their care, 
and use in garden design. Marietta will cover 
companion plants that partner well with 
hellebores in late winter and early spring in 
woodland, as well as in sunny areas. 
 

Marietta O’Byrne says, “I 
garden with my heart, body, soul and mind. I am a hands-
on gardener. All I want to do is garden. What has brought 
about this lifelong urge to bury my hands in soil and greenery, I don’t know. I grew up in large 
cities, but forever yearned for the countryside. In my earlier life, I moved from Germany to 
California, back to Europe and finally to Oregon. Beloved by landlords for leaving a trail of 
gardens at every rental, I finally was able to settle down in 1972 on the farm near Eugene that I 
share with my husband Ernie, numerous animals, and thousands of plants. In1991 we began 
breeding hellebores and now specialize solely in them, working constantly to improve the color, 
shape and vigor of our Winter Jewels® strain of hybrid hellebores. Marietta and Ernie are 
proprietors of Northwest Garden Nursery in Eugene, Oregon and have just finished writing a book 
on their garden, illustrated with many photos, published by Timber Press and is scheduled to 
come out in spring 2018. 
 
1.3 Ecological Gardening with Beetles 
 
Beetles account for 40% of all insects and 30% of all animals. 
They were the first animals to exhibit ‘parental care’ protecting 
and feeding their young. Almost all beetles are beneficial 
serving as sanitation engineers, controllers of noxious weeds, 
soil conditioners, predators, pollinators and providers of 
compounds for the treatment of some diseases. They are also 
the mainstay of many diets including those of birds, reptiles, 
and humans. Learn how to create habitat for these beneficial 
insects that will increase the beauty of your gardens while 
reducing the need to use toxic control measures. 

Judith Maxwell has a Ph.D. in Entomology & Botany from the University of 
Wisconsin and has worked as an endangered species biologist for several federal agencies 
restoring habitat for endangered insects and assisting farmers to develop pollinator habitat. She 
started the Insect Working Group for Master Gardeners in Josephine Co. in 2015 with the hope 
that as people observed insects up close and personal and learned about their lives and habitat 
needs, that they would become more inclined to do more to help nature and to carry this message 
to our Plant Clinic clients. Twelve Master Gardeners have been certified as Insect Specialists 
having undergone a one to two year course on how to collect, preserve, curate and identify 
arthropods.  Each person also chose an order or family of arthropods for in depth study and now 
serves as the in-house expert on that group. Specialists have also developed displays and made 
presentations about insects in several public forums. Our motto is “Think Good Thoughts about 
Insects”. 

	 	



	

	

1.4 Growing Pollinator Gardens 

Who are our pollinators? Why are they 
important? What challenges are they facing? What 
can we do to reverse declining populations? What's a 
pollinator garden and would they like to live in your 
garden? This class will address these essential 
questions for creating pollinator habitats. 
 

Kristina Lefever moved to the 
Rogue Valley in 2012 and immediately became enamored 
with the region's flora and fauna, especially our 
pollinators. At the same time, she was becoming aware of the unprecedented decline of 
all pollinators and the associated implications for our food and eco systems. Kristina loves 
teaching about our native bees, butterflies, flies, wasps, beetles, and hummingbirds, and 
the plants and habitats that best support them. She and her husband turned their barren 
property in Ashland into a pollinator garden, with many native plants, trees and 
dandelions, but of course it's never finished. 	

1.5 The Joy of Berries 

This class will cover the joys, benefits, and secrets to 
growing blueberries, raspberries, and the Triple 
Crown thornless blackberry. It actually is a very 
appropriate time to present this class, because 
correct soil preparation is the key to success with 
blueberries and raspberries. We will address how to 
prepare soil, watering differences between spring 
and summer, and how to ensure success with these 
highly nutritious, high in anti-oxidant plants. You will 
not only be introduced to triple crown, the easiest 
berry (20-30lbs per plant) to grow in the Valley, but 
have an opportunity to place an order with Joel who 
has been propagating these for several years. Joel's 
style involves people sharing successes and 
frustrations with berries so that we can all succeed. 
 

Joe Heller has been working with fruits and 
berries for several decades, on several continents, and 
has been teaching to gardening clubs, master gardeners and Ashland Parks and Rec for 
several years.  He is fortunate to at this point in his life spend most of his time doing and 
sharing his passions, most of which take him outdoors. He is also a Senior Gold Medal 
winner in Pickleball the last 2 years and teaches Pickleball throughout the state of 
Jefferson. 

	 	



	

 
1.6 Benefits of Community Gardens 
 
 
In this presentation, we will explore both the social 
and economic benefits of community 
gardening. Participants will leave with a better sense 
of the economic savings associated with community 
food production and the emotional/social benefits 
associated with community gardening. Whether you 
are considering a community garden for the first time 
or a lifelong community gardener, this presentation 
will take a research-based approach to better 
understanding the community garden harvest.  
 

Vincent Smith holds a joint appointment in 
the departments of environmental science & policy and sociology & anthropology where 
he also serves as chair at Southern Oregon University specializing in environmental and 
agricultural sociology. He earned his BA in plant ecology from Truman State University, 
his MS in environmental education from Oregon State University, and his PhD in 
interdisciplinary environmental studies from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He is 
currently serving on the SOU Sustainability Council and is the Chair of the environmental 
science & policy program. Dr. Smith also currently serves on the Board of Directors of the 
Rogue Valley Food System Council and on the environmental affairs committee of Mt. 
Ashland.  Dr. Smith is currently completing research with his students on ways to map 
and monitor the Rogue Valley Food System through an interactive web map. Dr. Smith’s 
current research explores the impact of the cannabis industry on food systems. He is also 
currently exploring cold-tolerance in fruit tree species. He lives in Ashland with his wife 
and three children where he enjoys exploring the beauty of Southern Oregon. 
 
1.7 Soil Amendments and Fertilizers 
 
What’s in a bag of fertilizer? What’s the difference between 
synthetic and organic fertilizers? Why use one or the other? 
What should you fertilize and when? This class will answer 
those questions, and more.  
 

Michael Riding is a retired neuro-radiologist, 
having practiced in Halifax, Nova Scotia, where he also had a 
sheep farm. He gardens with mixed success in the Applegate 
valley where he is surrounded by vineyards and large wooden 
fences. 
 

 

	 	



	

	
Session 2: 10:45 am-12:15 pm 
  
2.1 A Systematic Approach to Plant Problem Diagnosis 
 
Master Gardeners are called upon to diagnose problems on 
a vast array of plants in gardens and landscapes, whether 
they be small fruit, tree fruit, vegetables, turf or 
ornamentals. All of these have their individual disease and 
pest problems but there are also cultural and environmental 
issues to consider. Finding a way to distinguish the reason 
for a problem on a specific plant from this bewildering array 
of potential causes is the focus of this session. We will 
discuss a straightforward approach to plant problem 
diagnosis, which uses a series of questions to gather 
information on the problem and simplify diagnosis. 
 

Neil Bell has overseen the Community Horticulture program, which includes 
the Master Gardener program in Marion County and Polk County since 2000. He has 
focused on curriculum development on pruning ornamental plants and diagnosing plant 
problems. Neil has co-authored publications on water-efficient landscaping plants, soil 
amendment, and using mulch. His research interests include evaluating landscape plants 
for drought tolerance and cold hardiness in western Oregon. 
 
2.2 Gardening in a Mediterranean Climate 
 
The Rogue Valley is not the Pacific NW and not 
California, so let's garden like what it is most 
similar to, the Mediterranean.  Find out what 
diverse and water-wise plants thrive in our dry 
summers and wet winters and how we can make 
them happy. You will save time, money and water 
by making the right plant choices. 
 

Christie Mackison along with 
her husband Scott, is co-owner of Shooting Star Nursery in Central Point. Shooting Star 
Nursery specializes in drought tolerant and deer resistant plants and promotes plants that 
make sense for our climate. Christie also offers landscape design and consulting services 
and loves to help her clients make more sustainable and beautiful garden. 

 
 

	
	
	

	 	



	

	
2.3 Using Native Plants to Create Pollinator Habitat 
 
The class will follow the outline of our 
booklet: Naïve Pollinator Plants for 
Southern Oregon. We will start with basic 
botanical concepts including what is a 
pollinator plant, and why are pollinators 
important. Then, we will go through some 
characteristics of desirable pollinator plants 
followed by a discussion of native plants 
that we consider beneficial for 
pollinators.  Like our booklet, this will be 
covered in a temporal sequence: Early-
Season Plants, Mid-Season Plants, and 
Late-Season Plants. Finally, we will talk about the best ways to grow native plants 
from seeds or rhizomes. Creating pollinator habitat is something positive that 
everyone can do to make a difference. 

 
 

Tom Landis is a forester who retired after 30 years of working as a 
nursery specialist for the US Forest Service, and has spent the last 5 years creating 
pollinator habitat in southern Oregon. Using his nursery experience, Tom has been 
creating pollinator habitat by planting native milkweeds and other nectar plants in 
monarch waystations throughout the Rogue Valley. Due to the continuing interest in 
monarch restoration, Tom has given over 80 monarchs and milkweeds workshops 
including one at a Society of Ecological Restoration meeting in Manchester, England. He 
was recently given the Conservation Award by the National Society of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution at their annual convention. 
 

Suzie Savoie worked as a native plant 
propagator in the horticultural nursery industry for many years, 
Suzie co-founded Klamath-Siskiyou Native Seeds, a local 
business that provides wildcrafted native plant seeds for native 
plant propagation and conservation, with a focus on native 
pollinator plants. 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

 
 

 

	 	



	

 
2.4 Gardening with Chickens 

Backyard poultry as an integrated element of backyard permaculture. 

  
Interested in having backyard chickens? Concerned about how 
well they will integrate with your existing plants and garden? 
This class will help you with ideas and direction in your quest for 
backyard sustainability. This is an introduction to backyard 
chickens covering: The decision to keep poultry Integrating 
chickens into a garden plan Choosing a breed, Housing & 
equipment Feed, Health Eggs/meat, Advantages/disadvantages 
of keeping poultry Supplies, Books, Online education/websites. 
 

Margaret Clark grew up hating gardening 
because her father practiced permaculture- based gardening and as far as she could tell 
gardening seemed mostly to involve weeding and pest removal in a large garden by 
hand—ugh! However, college came along and history became kind of her “jam” with one 
of the areas of interest historical cooking. Well, many of the ingredients in old recipes 
aren’t available in grocery stores; so gardening came back into her life. Surprise! She 
liked it! The addition of chickens happened by accident, but in a historical garden, kind of 
makes sense. Reaching back into her medieval gardening resources, she used old 
wisdom to guide her integration of flock and gardens. This class is a distillation and 
sharing of ongoing observation and experience with a backyard chicken garden and her 
little “fleurs vivantes du jardin” (living flowers of the garden). 
 
2.5 Masses of Grasses 
 

Are you overwhelmed with the abundance of 
ornamental grass options, or haven’t even taken the 
time to delve into this unique and useful genre of 
plants?  Come explore the varieties that are best 
suited to our region, many of which are North 
American natives, and learn about their bountiful 
benefits.  Grasses are indispensable when it comes 
to providing contrast, texture and movement in the 
landscape and are wonderful for wildlife in a myriad 
of ways.  As an added bonus they are typically deer 
resistant and many species are drought tolerant as 
well.   Information and tips for care and maintenance 
will also be discussed. 
 

Bonni Criswell is a landscape designer, Master Gardener, and serious 
plant enthusiast. She has worked at Shooting Star Nursery since 2008 where she is 
constantly delighted by the mind-boggling number of plants, both common and rare. She 
lives and gardens with her family in Applegate Valley. 

	 	



	

	
	
2.6	Love	Your	Bugs	
 
 
Insects provide a huge array of beneficial services to humans. 
Learn about these six-legged helpers and develop a new 
appreciation of their activities.  
	

 
 
Phylis McIntosh has a BS is in Biology and 
a Masters in Forest Pathology. Her first job with the USFS was 
Insect and Disease Control in the regional office in Portland. She landed her dream job in 
1979 as a nursery stock buyer for a two- store garden center that grew into seven stores 
in the following years.  Phylis has always gardened and as a consequence has always 
been interested in insects. The Master Gardener program has given her the opportunity to 
truly study the insects in her new garden and to discover that some, like the Bumble bee 
are in peril. And she learned that the velvety little black spider that runs all over in every 
lawn is a Slender-legged Wolf Spider, a terrific little predator. 
	
2.7 Succeeding with Succession 
	
Want to grow veggies year-round? Have enough space to 
keep the harvest coming by “filling in” bare spaces as the 
summer rolls along? Ever try Inter-planting of short maturity 
crops with long maturity crops in the same space? Wonder if 
planting “Early”, “Main Season”, and “Long Season” 
varieties really works to stretch out the harvest? Learn the 
answers to these questions and more as we explore the 
subject in an illustrated lecture with time for questions. Best 
for folks with some gardening experience as this class will 
not cover basic planting skills. 
 
	

Marjorie Neal is a life member of Jackson County Master Gardening 
Association and a long-time instructor in the Master Gardener Training Program. With 
more than 70 years of gardening experience, she has enjoyed experimenting with a wide 
variety of planting techniques, especially when it comes to fruits and vegetables. In her 
spare time, she enjoys travel, music and cooking.	

	
	

 

	 	



	

 
2.8 Planning and Growing a Butterfly Garden 
	
“Planning and Growing a Butterfly Garden” is a must for 
any gardener wanting to bring more color, movement and 
life into their garden. This presentation covers growing 
host plants and natives, Fall and Winter planning, basic 
garden design principles, growing 
milkweed from seed, and the best plant choices for 
sustained bloom. You will learn not only how to attract 
butterflies to your garden, but how to sustain a healthy 
populations of 
endangered Monarch butterflies. Additionally, this 
presentation covers becoming a “Citizen Scientist” and 
building your own Certified Monarch Butterfly Way Station. 
 

Robin McKenzie is owner of Rockbird Gardens, a landscape design 
firm in Talent specializing in transforming urban landscapes from lawn into sustainable 
ecosystems that benefit wildlife and people. Robin earned her BFA at the University of 
Colorado, and considers garden design one of the fine arts, with living plants for paint and 
the garden as her canvas. Passionate about sustaining our native pollinator, butterfly and 
bird populations, she is an experienced and energetic speaker. Robin has appeared on 
national television and has been regular on-screen expert for In the Garden on KDRV TV, 
channel 12. 

2.9 Planting a Garden for Food Preservation 

If one just wishes to plant a garden for fun, that is a 
good thing!  But if one wants to plant a garden with 
purpose, one needs to plan ahead to maximize the 
usefulness of the garden and to have the right produce 
preserved correctly in the pantry.  This class will 
describe how to plan the garden, how much to plant and 
what crops are preserved in what way.  (The process of 
food preservation will not be discussed.) 

Tracey Raggi is a native Oregonian raised 
in a large farm family in the Willamette Valley. From an early 
age, she has been involved in both planting the garden and food preservation.  After 
retiring from teaching special education (all of whom were introduced to food preservation 
and gardening), she completed both the Master Gardener and Master Food Preserver 
programs.  She tries to retire frequently. 

	

		



	

	
2.10 19 Ways To Enjoy The Foods Of Your Labors 
	
19+ ideas on how to enjoy the foods you’re growing and want 
to grow. An interactive class with fresh ideas for common 
garden vegetables and fruits. Conversation, sharing and Q&A 
– You’ll leave with a cornucopia of creative uses for foods! 
Bring your questions too. Lively, fun useful, all ages. 
 

Ginger Johnson is a speaker, marketer, 
author, TED talker, cook, traveler and fun lover. She is an 
entrepreneur and keeps answering the door of opportunity to make 
the world a better place. Ginger is as enthusiastic as she is 
entertaining leaving her audiences wanting more. If you would like 
more information go the “related links” section of the JCMGA website. You will enjoy 
reading about her book, visiting her website and learn about Ted talking.   
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	 	



	

Session	3:	1:15	to	2:45	pm		
 
 
3.1 Planting Bulbs for Seasonal Color 

 

Laurin Parker was born and raised in Riverside, CA. She went to 
Pitzer College, Claremont, CA where her major was French and French Philosophy. She 
and her husband Michael moved to Oregon in 2005 where they live on 78 acres in the 
Applegate Valley overlooking the Siskiyou Mountains, with 2 horses, 27 Scottish Highland 
Cattle, two dogs, and one large Macaw. 
 
She has been self-employed most of her life once owning and exotic bird store, The 
Pecking Order. She bred miniature horses and exotic birds, including Macaws and 
Cockatoos. She was the Marshall of the Wee Wheelers, a miniature horse-driving group, 
which was featured for ten years in the Rose Parade in Pasadena, CA on New Years 
Day. Laurin successfully competed at the National level in many horse events, dressage, 
driving and vaulting winning National Championships. She currently competes with her 
dog Daisy, granddaughter of a Champion. 

	3.2 I Did It! The Joy & Satisfaction of Canning & Preserving 

	
Beginning class for those interested in preserving the foods 
we grow & buy. We’ll cover basic equipment, preparations, 
steps for success and plenty of resources. Ginger will bring 
several show and tell items to talk about as well. Lively, fun, 
useful, all ages. Demo style (not actual cooking) with props, 
resources, show & tell and lots of encouragement to begin. 
	

Ginger Johnson is a speaker, marketer, 
author, TED talker, cook, traveler and fun lover. She is an 
entrepreneur and keeps answering the door of opportunity to make the world a better 
place. Ginger is as enthusiastic as she is entertaining leaving her audiences wanting 
more. If you would like more information go the “garden related links” section of the 
JCMGA website. You will enjoy reading about her book, visiting her website and learn 
about Ted talking.  	
	

	 	

	

Laurin will discuss the varieties of bulbs and seasons for 
bloom planting; a variety of ways to plant bulbs, including 
under the lawn, in pots and layering; protection for planted 
bulbs, including digging out areas and lining with wire; 
aftercare for spent bulbs and where to buy and how to find 
quality bulbs.     



	

3.3 Technology for Gardeners 
	
Smart phones, tablets, PCs, the World Wide Web, and gadgets 
are fairly new to us but have found their way into our gardens. 
This class will cover some of the gardening information that can 
be found on the Web, applications for smart phones and tablets 
and an overview of some of the new electronic gadgets that are 
finding the way into our gardens. 
 

John Etchells retired from AT&T 2009 where he 
worked as a district manager in their Patent Group. In 2011, he and his wife decided to 
“tear up the tracks” and move from Clinton NJ to the Grants Pass area. He has been a 
Master Gardener since 2013. In 2014 he was elected to the position of 2nd Vice 
President of the Josephine County Chapter and in 2015 voted Josephine County Master 
Gardener of the year. In 2016, he was appointed Treasurer of the organization. Although 
a lifelong “garden assistant to his wife Pat” & a train enthusiast, his interest in the Master 
Gardener program was actually sparked through his membership and work with the 
Medford Garden Railroaders.   
 
3.4 Advanced Lawn Care 
	
This presentation will focus on the primary cultural practices 
for successful lawn care: Mowing, Irrigation and Fertilization.  
  
Answers to the following topics will be addressed:  
• What are the recommended mowing heights and 

frequencies for common turfgrass species?  
• When, how much, and how often should a lawn be 

irrigated?   
• When, with what, and how much fertilizer should be 

applied to a lawn?   
• Seeding a lawn  
• Thatch management   
• Weed management  
A calibration activity will also be included in the discussion. 

 

Clint Mattox graduated from Purdue University in Indiana, USA with a 
turfgrass science degree in 2000 and has been working in the turfgrass industry since 
that time. After doing several internships in the USA, and Japan, he was an assistant 
superintendent near Berlin, Germany and then a golf course superintendent near Paris, 
France for 7 years. In 2013, he began graduate studies at Oregon State University 
focusing on managing turfgrass diseases in the absence of fungicides. Clint is currently 
working towards a doctorate degree at Oregon State University majoring in Horticulture 
with a minor in Botany and Plant Pathology.	

	 	



	

	

3.5 Easiest Vegetables to Grow 
 
Beginning gardener? New to the Rogue Valley? 
Still struggling to grow carrots from seed, or 
produce lettuce during our hot summer 
months? This class offers tips for succeeding 
with two dozen of the easiest-to-grow veggies. 
Learn when and how to sow or transplant; how 
to water, weed, and fertilize; and when and how 
to harvest and store your vegetables. We will 
also review the basics of vegetable gardening, 
like selecting a location, preparing the soil, and 
keeping records. The presenter says that if she 
can grow vegetables, so can you! 
 

Ronnie’s Budge’s first garden was a window box over a fire 
escape in New York City. It wasn’t until she moved to Southern Oregon in 1971 that she 
attempted to garden in earnest. For the next 40 years the results of her efforts could most 
charitably be called “mixed”. Then in 2011 she took the Jackson County Master Gardener 
training course at the OSU Extension Service, and her vegetable garden and small 
greenhouse began to overflow with more produce than she could eat. She continues to 
volunteer with the Master Gardener program and take classes to further improve her 
vegetable-growing skills. 
 
3.6 Conserving Biodiversity 
 
The discussion will cover land use and 
why we are losing biodiversity at an 
alarming rate as land is being 
domesticated for human use. 
 

Frank Callahan has 
spent a lifetime discovering plants and 
introducing them to fellow plant enthusiasts.  
He has discovered over 35 native plants not 
formerly known to be in our area.  Among 
other things, he is a field botanist for the 
U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau of Land 
Management.  He also manages a native tree and shrub seed business, Callahan Seeds.  
Frank is currently working in the Cascade Siskiyou National Monument, identifying native 
plants that grow there. 
	

	

	 	



	

 
 
3.7 Propagation from Cuttings 
 
Starting your own plants from cuttings is fun, very 
gratifying and is a very simple procedure.  Besides 
saving money, you’ll get bigger plants quicker than 
you would if you started them from seed.  Some 
plants don’t have viable seeds and must be 
propagated from cuttings.  It’s also a great way to 
save treasured plants that may be declining. 
 

Jennifer Ewing was head propagator 
for the Siskiyou Rare Plant Nursery for four years and operated her own nursery for 10 
years. Upon retiring to the Oregon Coast in 2006, Jennifer has kept up a busy schedule of 
teaching a variety of gardening subjects throughout western Oregon and Northern 
California, as well as setting up an educational demonstration garden of nine raised beds 
in Port Orford. 
  

	 	



	

 

Session	4:	3:00	to	4:30	pm 
	

4.1 Seed Saving 
 
Reproducing plants from seed that you have saved is 
incredibly rewarding, not to mention the money you 
will save.  It’s also a way to keep varieties of plants 
from becoming lost to future generations.  Saving seed 
and continuing to grow it out each year in your garden 
can help adapt it to our climate over time.  Learn the 
how, when, and why of seed saving.  
 
 
 

Jennifer Ewing was head propagator for the Siskiyou Rare Plant 
Nursery for four years and operated her own nursery for 10 years. Upon retiring to the 
Oregon Coast in 2006, Jennifer has kept up a busy schedule of teaching a variety of 
gardening subjects throughout western Oregon and Northern California, as well as setting 
up an educational demonstration garden of nine raised beds in Port Orford. 
 
		

4.2 Building Soil Carbon:  Using Nature’s Solution to Restore the Soil	
	
This presentation takes a look at the 
various forms of soil organic matter, the 
role that soil plays in keeping carbon 
dioxide and other greenhouse gases in 
balance, and some techniques that 
gardeners and farmers can employ to 
promote that balance.	
	

Scott Goode is a retired 
environmental scientist who worked in water 
treatment, bioremediation, and modeling the role of biological and environmental factors 
in soil and water chemistry. He is currently developing farm-based carbon sequestration, 
no-till, no-petroleum cultivation techniques, and water treatment technologies. 
	
	
	
	
 

	 	



	

 
 
4.3 Forensic Botany, or Plant CSI 
 
This class will include a brief history of botanists and the 
origins of forensic botany through the use of various case 
studies to show how forensic botany is used. Botanically 
trained or not, folks should find this class interesting and 
fascinating. It does deal with crimes, so there will be some 
specific scenes described, but no more than we are used to 
watching the daily news. 
 

Helyn Thomas attended Boise State College 
and was originally trained as a clinical laboratory technologist.  
Her B.S. is from Heritage College in chemistry and biology.  She 
has a Master’s degree in analytical chemistry from Washington 
State University. Helyn has worked in her professional life in various laboratories and 
chemistry departments. She enjoys teaching students especially helping them understand 
chemistry. 
	
4.4 Building Your Own Compost 
	
Organic matter is one of the most important 
components of healthy soil.  Compost is how you add 
organic matter to the soil.  Learn how make good 
healthy compost.  The first key to making good compost 
is to set up a system that works for you.  You can 
compost in piles, bins and tumblers.  The next keys are 
learning about how green material, brown material, air 
and water work together to make the magic of compost.  
In this class, we'll have examples of materials and tools you'll need to become a 
compost master. We'll also talk about using amendments to make your compost 
more plant specific. 
	

Regina Boykins graduated Jackson County Master Gardener Class 
of 2015. She has volunteered in the "Compost" demonstration garden every since she 
graduated.  She moved to Ashland, OR in 2008 and has been gardening every since. 
Each year she gardens in raised bed plots, a "good" clay plot, a rocky clay plot and 
granitic soil areas. She is an avid researcher and a keen observer. Nature is science and 
science is nature. Regina grew up in Rochester, New York. This region in western New 
York was and still is farm country and home to peach, apple, cherries, plum and blueberry 
orchards and vineyards to the south. Southern Oregon and Western New York are almost 
on the same parallel and have a lot in common -- crops, fruit trees and vineyards. 
Regina’s mother always had a backyard garden and the house she lived in until she was 
12, had a huge fifty foot plus Bartlett pear tree in the backyard. Regina’s mother worked 
for Monroe County Cooperative Extension in the early years and she remembers going 
with mom to "check up" on some of the old timers she'd made friends with over the years. 

	 	



	

 
4.5 Try the Master Gardener Program on for Size – Seed Starting Basics 
 
Ever think about taking the Master Gardener class but 
just not sure if it’s for you?  This session is a chance 
to explore the in’s and out’s of it, learn the many 
benefits, and sample a hands-on class in seed starting 
taught in the practicum that accompanies the Master 
Gardener class. 
 
 

Jane Moyer first heard about the Master 
Gardener program in 1990 but had to wait until she retired 15 years later to take the class.  She 
had never been able to successfully start plants from seeds so when she learned how, she was in 
love and has been coming back every year to do it again as a mentor in the Master Gardener 
class practicum.  To her, it’s a miracle that never ceases to amaze! 
 

Virginia Brown lived in Montana in the 1990’s. The best way to get great 
starts involved starting seeds on top of the Ping-Pong table since the closest nursery was over an 
hour away. She has been a mentor with the Master Gardener program since 2007 and currently 
enjoys growing plants from seed both in the practicum and in her home greenhouse. 
	
	
4.6 Micogreens 
	
Join your local microgreen farmers in exploring the methods, 
benefits and techniques to producing your own microgreens at 
home. Microgreens are the first week’s growth of many of your 
favorite vegetables. Ongoing nutritional research has shown 
that these baby greens are not only beautiful but are often far 
more nutritious than their adult counterparts. These greens only 
require a warm, lit location to grow for 2 to 3 weeks before 
harvest. In this class you will learn how to grow microgreens at 
home, explore some of the recent research on this developing nutritional field and 
taste a variety of microgreens produced here in Southern Oregon. 
 

Kyle and Christi Reilly founded TerraSol Organics (2013) 
specializing in growing microgreens, and became certified organic in 2015. They were 
introduced to microgreens in Reno, NV in 2011 and after training with a microgreen 
company there, they relocated to Southern Oregon. They love producing these greens 
throughout the year and sell weekly at multiple farmers markets, grocery stores and 
restaurants throughout the Rogue Valley. They are also working with a wholesale 
distributor to send product out of the area. Christi received her B.S. in Environmental 
Science and M.S. in Hydrology and Kyle loved working with farmers and selling produce 
in his hometown Reno, NV. They have two little boys, on their farm in Williams. 

	 	

	



	

 
4.7 Success with Raised Beds 
	
Gardening in elevated structures provides a number of 
benefits:  greater yield in less space, lower levels of resources, 
reduced maintenance, less cost, and less physical exertion. 
Come learn what materials to use for raised beds, how to build 
soil, planting schemes, watering, pest prevention, season 
extension, and annual upkeep. 
	

John Kobal has 30+ years of gardening experience in 
both urban and rural settings.  His first garden was a 15-foot row of 
pole beans on a city lot.  He now enjoys living on a rural property 
with 16 raised beds and an orchard of apples, figs, nectarines, peaches, pears, plums, 
cherries and persimmons.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 	



	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

	
	



Second	Annual		
Winter	Dreams/Summer	Gardens	
Symposium	Seed	Swap	

Here’s	your	chance	to	bring	seeds,	share	seeds,	and	enjoy	seeds!	

Come	join	us	for	a	day	of	education	and	bring	
your	seeds	to	swap!		This	year’s	Gardening	
Symposium	will	have	interesting	displays	
about	seed	cleaning,	seed	saving	techniques,	
and	how	to	select	plants	for	seed	
saving.	Bring	your	own	seeds	saved	from	
your	garden	to	share,	swap	seeds,	and	show	
your	seeds	off!		Seed	categories	include:	

• Summer	
Veggies	

• Fall/wint
er	
Veggies	

• Herbs	
• Flowers	(all	kinds)		

Bring	seeds	in	containers	clearly	labeled	with	the	plant	name,	variety,	and	year	the	seeds	were	
harvested	if	possible.	Bring	enough	to	share	with	others,	and/or	bring	envelopes,	small	bags,	or	
jars	so	that	you	can	trade	your	seeds	with	others.	Everyone	is	welcome	to	participate,	and	all	who	
attend	will	receive	seeds!	

	The	Seed	Swap	will	take	place	on	the	lower	level	of	the	RCC/SOU	HEC	Building	on	Nov.	5,	2016.	
See	you	there!	

For	more	information,	email	Rhianna	Simes,	Master	Gardener™ 	Coordinator,	at	Rhi



	


