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Annual Flower Trial Garden on CSU Campus is a Gardener’s Heaven
“You can take the gal out of the
garden, but you can’t take the
gardener out of the gal.”
Jerry and I are spending a week in
Fort Collins, Colorado while visiting
our youngest daughter, Kacy, who
will be a senior this fall at Colorado
State University. While walking
through the beautiful CSU campus, I
discovered an absolutely amazing
vista of annual flowers, planted row
after row in beds and containers.
This marvelous horticultural tapestry
of colors – truly a gardener’s heaven
– is the CSU Annual Flower Trial
Garden.

the CSU Annual Flower Trial Garden
website at: http://
flowertrials.colostate.edu/trial.php is
interesting because they address the
performance of many plants I grow
in my garden in Southern Oregon
under several of the same
environmental conditions as those in
Fort Collins.

altitude, intense solar radiation,
drying winds, severe hailstorms,
large fluctuations between day and
night temperatures and a seasonlong need for irrigation.
Breeders and nurseries from all over
the world enter plants into the trials.
Three-quarters of the plants are
patented clones grown by CSU
faculty and students in university
greenhouses. Other plant entries
propagated from seed are grown in a
Denver-based nursery and then
transported to the college. Every
plant cultivar in the garden is labeled
with the name of its genus, species
and cultivar, as well as the entrant’s
name. Plant varieties are grouped by
genus, arranged by color, and grown
in rows side-by-side to make
evaluation easier.

The trial gardens are open to the
public May through September, so
be sure to include a visit to the CSU
campus if you are in Colorado during
that timeframe. If you’ve never been
to Fort Collins, it’s a charming,
growing college town about 65 miles
north of Denver. In the meantime,
check out the pictures of the trial
garden on my blog at: http://
blogs.esouthernoregon.com/
theliterarygardener/.
Visiting the CSU Annual Flower Trial
Gardens has been a highlight during
my stay in Fort Collins. Now I’m
eager to try out some of the winning
cultivars in my garden at home.

In August, a team of selected
horticulture students, faculty,
industry representatives, public
horticulturalists and advanced
Master Gardeners judge the entries
on plant vigor, uniformity, quality of
the flower and tolerance to
Every year in May and June, Latimer
environmental and biotic stresses. In
County Master Gardeners help
early September, an advisory
faculty and students in the Dept. of
committee re-evaluates the topHorticulture plant over a thousand
rated entries to make sure they are
annual plant cultivars in 20,000
still of superior quality, and then the
square feet of bedding space, plus
committee selects the winners for
400 container gardens. The purpose
that year. More recently, the trials
of the trial program, which began in
have included new perennial cultivar
1992, is to evaluate the performance
entries and cool season/
of different annual plant cultivars
overwintering entries.
Rhonda Nowak
under unique Rocky Mountain
Master Gardener, 2011
environmental conditions: high
The plant evaluations reported on

Thought’s from our President

The take a
breath Issue
Click on the name of the
article to navigate
directly to that page.
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JCMGA wants
your help
analyzing,
evaluating and
setting specific
goals for our
various
activities in
order to
achieve what I
call our “metagoals.” One of our
metagoals is increased
membership participation while
another is succession. We want
and need more volunteers for
our many projects, and we need
to hand off leadership roles to
succeeding “generations.” A third
metagoal is education for our
community and us. Fourth, and
not least, is having fun. In that
regard, I really enjoyed this
year’s Spring Garden Fair. It was
great seeing old friends whose
only Master Gardener activity
each year is working this event.
I also enjoyed the two evening
socials organized by Barbara
Davidson’s Social Committee.
And, I have enjoyed the
Wednesday gatherings under the
trees at 10:30, organized by
Linda Greenstone. It is not only a
wonderful time to “schmooze,”
we get presentations from board
members, discuss what is
happening on campus and in the
association, and learn who needs
help. The fresh fruit and
doughnuts are incidental! Finally,
I hope that one of our metagoals
is helping our community make
healthy horticultural and food
choices.
While researching “tikum
olam” (Hebrew for “repairing the
world”), I came across an
interesting organization by that
name and read this article about
food security on its site: http://
www.tikkun.org/nextgen/standtogether-or-starve-alone. The
following two comments from
that article fit with the metagoal
I mentioned:
. . .So-called “Big Food”
producers and manufacturers
load our air and water with toxic
levels of pollutants and animal
waste, fill livestock with

unnecessary amounts of
antibiotics, and transform raw
food ingredients into products
often packed with unhealthy
quantities of chemicals, salt,
sugar, and fat. The
Environmental Protection Agency
found 41,586 impaired water
bodies in 2012, and that
agricultural nonpoint pollution is
the greatest source of
impairment in lakes and rivers...
. . . “Meeting current and future
food needs will depend on two
concurrent approaches: altering
individual and population dietary
choices and patterns and
developing agricultural and
production practices that reduce
environmental impacts and
conserve resources. . .” In other
words, eat like your life and the
life of the planet depend on it.
I also recommend the article on
“Mason Bee Boxes “ in the May
issue of Mother Earth News,
explaining that “the orchard
mason bee is a great pollinator
of fruit trees. It’s easy to make
bee boxes for nesting to support
this beneficial insect.”

Please let me know your
thoughts, questions,
suggestions, requests and
criticisms regarding our activities
and goals. And, get involved.
Contact me at
eweisberg1@gmail.com or phone
(541) 708-3792
Eric Weisberg
President 2016
Master Gardener 2012
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Lilies: Genus Lillium



Deep, loose, well drained soil
Year round moisture because the
plants are always growing—if
summer rainfall is less than one
inch precipitation and it’s
especially important in the winter
The roots need to be shaded, the
ground needs to be cool
Here in the Rogue Valley, filtered
afternoon sun is best for the
flowers

I find it fascinating to watch
lilies emerge from the earth and
reach to the sky after lingering in

the soil through winter. Some
grow a couple feet while others
reach to the heavens, six feet tall.

The variety of colors is a mystery
that draws me to them with shapes
almost the same, yet in their
variation they shout, “Look at me!”
Bloom times: from early spring
through mid frost – plant early, midAbout one hundred years ago,
season, late varieties to have full
growers began to develop new
color for months.
species and varieties in order to
have hardier plants and more
It’s best to plant in the fall 12-15”
blooms. Scent is varied as well, as
deep for strong stems to establish a
with many plants. Asiatic has the
stable root system so staking will not
least fragrance, where varieties like
be as necessary. Good rotted organic
Oriental, have enough fragrance to
material is best to use in the soil. I
engulf a yard or porch with their
like planting 3-5 bulbs together for a
intoxicating delight. My neighbor
blast of eye-catching color.
adores the fragrance of hers so
much that she wishes she could
Feeding:
bottle it for her perfume.
A general 5-10-10 fertilizer will work
well when applied as plants begin to
Asiatic and Oriental are the only true emerge form the earth, again as
lilies (Daylilies and Peace lilies are
flowers open, then mid-summer
not true lilies). True Lilies grow from when bulbs need to build themselves
plump, scaly bulbs.
back up. I understand High
Potassium liquid is good to add every
Assets of true lilies: They can be
two weeks to promote strong
grown in formal or naturalistic
roots. Potassium is the third number
settings, grown in pots (in well
of necessary nutrients listed on each
drained soil), and used as beautiful
fertilizer bag (Nitrogen, Phosphate,
cut flowers (choose buds that are
Potassium). Too much nitrogen will
just about to open).
weaken a lily bulbs’ overall health
and make more leaves than flowers.
I have one each of these varieties in
my garden right now. I have a Red
If organic is preferred, it will provide
Alert whose petals are almost
trace minerals that will increase
completely straight across and my
disease resistance and help the plant
Lankon has the most curvy, curly
take up nutrients. Chemical
petals that I laugh at the extreme.
fertilizers are not as effective in fall
Beauty galore in variety and both
because the winter rains will leach
fragrant.
them out before Lilies can utilized
the food for spring growth; compost
Lankon (Oriental):
or well rotted manure around the
Easter Lily (Japan) - L. Lankongense stems is best. Do not over fertilize
(China). They are found in the
even if it looks like they need it.
Yunnan Province.
4-5 feet tall with pendulum flowers
I use 0-10-10 (Alaska Morebloom
made with Fish, from Bi-mart) and a
Red Alert (Asiatic):
variety of minimal nitrogen sources,
Red Alert (Easter — Asiatic Hybrid
a good one is Rabbit Pellets (if you
Lily)
have wild rabbits). I also use
2-3’ tall, 12” wide
earthworm castings (from MG spring
Fair & Grower’s Market) around the
True Lilies have minimum care
base of all the plants in my beautiful
needs; mostly it’s Location, Location 10 sq. Ft. garden that faces East.
and Location.

End of season care:
Faded flowers need to be removed
so the plant won’t waste energy
making seeds. Hybrid seeds will not
give a true color lily and it’s best to
propagate lilies by bulb or off shoots.
Leaving the stalks in until they turn
brown is vital because the plant is
storing energy for next season.
Dividing the plants is best every
3-4 years: lift, divide, replant using
compost and bone meal; dig 6-8
inches from the base of the lily to
avoid damaging bulbs and shoots.
Lynn Garbert
Master Gardener 2014
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Editor…
Kitchen
gardens
have been a
fixture in
yards since
the pioneer
days. It made
sense to place
these gardens
in close
proximity to
the house if
only to keep
wildlife at bay.
The Kitchen
Garden at the OSU Extension
contains an ever-changing edible
landscape, which features organic
and sustainably grown vegetables
accompanied by food signage for the
benefit of faculty, students, staff,
and visitors.

grown canned vegetables and fruit
preserves are always more tasteful
than the store bought kind.”
Carole is an
asset to our
gardening
community
with her
hard work
and
dedication
to teaching.
Everyone
working in
the Kitchen
Garden
shares in
the bounty
and since
her garden is so successful she is
able to give the extra to Access. The
next time you see Carole at the
Extension pushing a wheelbarrow or
weeding, stop and say hello because
she will always make time for you
and when she laughs it’s infectious.

In April and May’s Garden Beet, John
Kobal wrote about building raised
Cindy Williams
garden beds. He gave information
Master Gardener 2014
about the pros and cons of building
either the wood or concrete block
varieties. The Kitchen Garden, lead
Peggy’s Propagation
by Carole Evans is a working
example of how well both these beds
perform and demonstrates the
benefit of square foot gardening.

GARDEN

lemon trees? That's the one that
produces humongous fruits. We're
still working on the Meyer lemons,
Key lime & Keffir lime cuttings.
Patience!

In 2008 Carole became the head
gardener of the Kitchen Garden. She
has three Master Gardener students
and three to six veterans show up
each Wednesday to help with
planting, watering, fertilizing and
maintenance. Her fertilizer of choice
for the kitchen garden is Dr Earth’s
for tomatoes and vegetables and by
the look of her overflowing garden
she uses it regularly.

We want to say "thank you" to all of
the people who have shopped on
days other than Wed, and then come
later to pay us. It's fun to know what
they got, and of course that lets us
know, too, where interests lie and
what we need to replace. Thanks
also to those individuals paying in
the office. (Just make checks out to
JCMG & let them know it's for the
propagation garden.) We are making
the funds available to all of the
Extension garden needs, keeping the
area beautiful.

Carole is
also a
Master Food
Preserver
and said
that if you
are not able
to eat what
you grow in
a timely
fashion you
must
preserve.
Being a
Master
Gardener
and Master
Food Preserver go hand in hand and
she asks “how do you become self
sufficient without learning to
preserve what you grow? Home

A word of clarification: our sales area
is located next to the fig trees. The
We continue to add newly rooted
plants near our picnic table are not
goodies to our sales area. Besides
yet for sale because they are those
the usual supply of grape vines and
we are still working on, OR have
Japanese Maples, we have a
recently transplanted them, OR some
dwindling supply of clumping
are promised to individuals already,
bamboo, black elderberry, hop vines, OR they are our "mother plants".
pink Lacecap hydrangeas, viburnum Interested people need to ask what
Bodnantence, pink oxalis, some
the status is and if possible we will
newly rooted baby olive trees, and
say ok. We recently brought a large
I'm really surprised to see we still
Hoya vine out of our greenhouse to
have some purple-leaved hebe. They propagate, only to have it taken by
should have their dark blue blossoms someone before we could take
later this summer and it's one of my cuttings. It's hoped if someone
favorites. Oh yes, we have Perfume
thought it was for sale that they
Delight rose bushes. The name says would return it. Thank you!
it all: a lovely clear pink blossom
that is SO fragrant!
Peggy Corum
Have I mentioned that we have
Master Gardener 1989
decent sized starts of Ponderosa
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July Jewels
Wetting mix with warm water before
sowing is quickest and keeps seed
from accidentally being washed
away. Cover seed with about 1/8” of
seedling mixture. Thoroughly water
seeds with a weak kelp/fish emulsion
solution. Place flats in some cool
shady spot and keep continually
moist (not soggy) until first shoots
sprout in about a week.
After seedlings have sprouted, move
to filtered light and continue keeping
With rocketing produce prices
them moist. Let plants size up for
exploding like fireworks, trowels about 2-3 weeks. Should the tops
are poised to project growing and grow over 5” high, trim back to about
harvesting seasons to new
3” long before planting. Meanwhile,
lengths. Although we may still need make sure the bed is well prepared
travel through wood or field getting
with plenty of organic material since
to Grandma’s for a homemade feast, onions do best in lighter-fertile but
by sowing in July, you’ll need to go
looser soils.
no further than your garden box to
glean overwinter onions.
In mid-August, plant seedlings out
placing them in trenches that are
Although we usually sow onions here about 3” deep. After beds are ready,
in early spring, if you want to indulge separate plants in to individual
those extended harvests, overwinter clumps. Place each plant in a trench
onions should be seeded the later
about 4-5” apart in rows about 10”part of this month. The trick is
12” apart for bunching onions and 1
starting them soon enough so they’ll ½”-2” apart for green onions in rows
only develop to a pencil thickness
with 8”-10” between. Cover onions
before mulching their bed at winter’s with soil mix up to the green portion
onset. Once these young upstarts
of the plant. Generously mulch plants
reawaken in early spring, they’ll bulb and continue with regular watering
up instead of blooming, as is the
until regular rains begin to fall.
usual habit of such maturing
biennials.
Once it freezes, allow the tops to die
back. Heavily mulch onion rows with
With preferences for cooler (55-75°) straw or pine needles for the winter.
germination temperatures, broadcast And then the waiting is almost done.
seed atop premoistened sterile
Harvesting may begin in mid-winter
seedling mix in 4-6” pots or flats.
through early spring depending on

the variety of onion.
Bunching onions may be pulled
anytime during the winter months.
When their tops begin to grow in JanFeb, you may then start harvesting
bulbing onions or let them mature to
their full size. If pulling as green
onions, use immediately or store in
mesh bags in refrigerator.
Once tops start turning golden in late
spring, stop all watering. Pull enough
soil away to expose bulbs but leave
roots attached to the ground. Bend
the tops over making sure they’re
creased so they’ll not spring back.
Onions will be ready to pull in about
a week.
If soil is too hard to yank onions free,
gently pry from beneath with a
potato fork being careful not to
puncture bulbs. Tie tops, hanging
onions in bunches or lay on mesh
screens to cure for about a week or
two. This should be in a shady wellventilated area. Cut tops back to a 3”
tail then store onions in mesh bags in
a dark area that’s cool and dry.
Sydney Jordan Brown
Master Gardener 2000

W i lt e d G re e n s w it h O n i o ns
Enough winter onions, cleaned and roots removed, sliced to make 2/3 cup
(some of green tops included)
6-8 cups leafy greens; winter cutting lettuces, kales, spinach, chard, mâche
or mixture, washed and drained (small leaves may be left whole and larger
torn to bite sized pieces)
4 slices of crisp cooked lean bacon (soy or other alternative may be used)
broken in ½” pieces
¼ cup toasted slivered almonds
½ cup fresh basil leaves, cleaned and removed from stems, cut in pieces if large
2 Tablespoons extra Virgin olive oil
2 Tablespoons good Balsamic vinegar
2 Tablespoons frozen pomegranate/cherry juice concentrate
1 clove garlic, pressed
Zest and juice from one organic lime
Sea salt and fresh ground pepper.
Place onions, greens, bacon, almonds and basil leaves in large salad bowl. Mix together oil, vinegar, pomegranate/
cherry juice, garlic, juice and zest from lime, salt and pepper to taste in a small jar with tight fitting lid. Shake
until well incorporated. Pour vinaigrette over greens mixture then gently toss until all is coated. Serve immediately. Makes about 4 servings.
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Shakespeare’s Plant Clinic
Four hundred
years have
passed since
Shakespeare’s
death. To
commemorate
this, I thought it
appropriate to
look at his take on
gardening. So,
let’s get in our
time machine, go
back to 1616, and
ask what would it
be like to work in
a plant clinic in
Will’s day? What
would you need to
know?

beauty,
marjoram
spikes up
salads and
fennel
accompanies
fish. A
website notes
that all the
plants
Shakespeare
names in his
plays are
mentioned in
classical
medical texts
or medieval
herbal
manuals.

Forget 10-20-10
fertilizers; the
natural stuff is
just fine. You
would till raised
beds of neat piles
of rich soil,
mounded high,
sprouting greens and root
Central Park
vegetables for tonight’s stew. Raised
beds back then? Yes, in Plymouth,
Massachusetts there are raised beds abound in his plays. Kate notes,
reproducing 1620s gardening by
“young people flee from the social
Pilgrims.
constraints of the city into the
liberating countryside. Intrigue,
Plant identification wouldn’t call for
romance, and comic plots are set in
the PNW, rather you would need to
motion in walled gardens, labyrinths,
know what the plant symbolized.
shady bowers, and on rose-vined
“Plants were the stuff of not only
balconies.” Sounds like your plant
romance and passion, they were
clinic advice on landscaping will need
also emblems of despair, fear, and
sharp focus.
decay,” notes a reviewer of his
works. His use of plants as symbols Shakespeare often likened weeds
“reveals how our association with
and noxious insects to political and
plants has changed” in the last 400
moral decay. He says of the inept
years. So be prepared to inform
Richard II, “Our sea-walled garden,
your plant clinic client that rue
the whole land, Is full of weeds, her
represents repentance, fennel is
fairest flowers Chok’d up.” Weeds
flattery and deceit, and rosemary
also represent madness and despair.
brings to mind faithfulness and
Ophelia dies in a garland of “crowremembrance. One could also offer a flowers, nettles, daisies, and long
pansy for your thoughts. (The small purples.” Not to be outdone, King
self-seeding Viola tricolor, not
Lear decks himself out in “rank
today’s hybrid.)
fumitor and furrow-weeds,/With
burdocks, hemlock, nettles, cuckoo
Consider this challenge for plant
flow’rs,/Darnel and all the idle weeds
propagation: “Are our carnations
that grow/In our sustaining corn.” I
and streak'd gillyvors,/Which some
know the plant clinic is supposed to
call nature's bastards: of that kind/
be political-neutral, but here is a
Our rustic garden's barren; and I
great opportunity to make a
care not/To get slips of them.” The
statement.
Winter's Tale
Herbs are sprinkled throughout
Kate DeSimone, a Penn State Master Shakespeare’s plays and sonnets.
Gardener, writes a great article
Thyme scents Titania’s bower,
about how gardens and flowers
lavender wafts fragrant and gives

Want to
honor Will in
your garden?
For some fun,
place plantrelated
quotes from
Shakespeare
on plant markers. You’ll need plenty
of stakes. Henry N. Ellacombe in
1884 counted well over 200 different
plants in Shakespeare’s works. And
for a little extra, sundials were a big
ticket item in his day.
Want to read more? Use your web
browser (goldengatepark.com) to
read the many articles under
Shakespeare garden plants. Here
you’ll find lists of the plants he
knew, recreation of Shakespeare
Gardens, and speculation on how
much Shakespeare actually dug in
the dirt. (For example there is a
Shakespeare Garden in Central Park,
created in 1916. It included a graft
from a mulberry tree said to have
been grafted from one planted by
Shakespeare in 1602.) No one can
prove it one way or another, but it
sure looks like he was a gardener. In
1597 he bought New Place, the
second largest house in Stratford,
for £120 (a teacher at that time
made £20 a year). Included in the
deed were an orchard and two
gardens.
David Rugg
Master Gardener 2000
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Hello Friends – I’m Back

like to see happen in the
program this summer, fall, and
early winter. Again, I am looking
for as much input as possible, so
please share your thoughts. I
think it is important to set clear
goals for all aspects of our
My baby girl Hazel is doing
program so we can work
well. Thank you again for
effectively
your support.
together
and be
I’m thrilled to have returned as
successful.
the Jackson County Master
Think of
Gardener program coordinator
the
and have missed you and our
program
special community! Now, that I
am back in the saddle, I wanted as a raft
with
to share a few things that I am
friends
working on and would love your
inside. If
input: evaluating the 2016
we all
Master Gardener training, goal
setting for the coming 6 months, paddle the
and additional training for Master same
direction,
Gardener mentors (in the Plant
we can
Clinic and other areas).
go
To the 2016 Master Gardener
further
class, I want to say ‘thank you’
together
to all who attended the listening than if we
lessons. We discussed what
are paddling in opposite
worked and where we could
directions. This is what I want for
improve the training for next
the Master Gardener program; a
year. If you missed one of these clear sense of where we are
sessions, please still share your
headed, tangible ways we can
thoughts with me. The only way work together, and an
we can improve the training is understanding of our successes
if we are honest, open, and learn and challenges.
from what has been done before.
If you have ideas for the Master I am also focused on creating
ways to provide additional
Gardener training (Wednesday
training and learning
class) and how it can be
opportunities to our Master
improved please feel free to
email, leave me a note, or make Gardener mentors in the Plant
Clinic. So far, we have
a date and we can sit down and
developed a fun “Geek Out”
discuss your ideas.
session the first Wednesday of
Another area that may be of
the month (@ 2:30). This is a
interest to you is setting goals chance for Plant Clinic mentors to
for the Master Gardener program learn or refresh their knowledge
as a whole for the next 6 months of plant families, plant diseases
(until December). I have
and identifies insects. Each Geek
approached various members of Out session is an hour long and
our community to ask what their will fun and educational! These
goals are, or what they would
are meant to be short, advanced

mini learning opportunities for
those interested.
In the coming months, I will
write my Garden Beet articles
about a plant family and
challenge Master Gardeners to
bring in a (labeled)
representative or member of that

family, for a prize of course!
Also, I’m looking forward to our
annual Master Gardener picnic
on Saturday August 27th,
where we eat, share stories of
our gardens, brag about what we
grew, and show it off at the
annual Goods from the Garden
Taste off competition. So,
come prepared with produce to
present and taste!
There is a lot going on in this
amazing place and I want to help
you find your niche! Thank you
for all your support of the Master
Gardener program.
Rhianna Simes
Jackson County OSU
Urban Horticulture Coordinator
Master Gardener 2007
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Gardening Advice:
In this second
edition on
gardening advice,
I’m going to focus
on trees, since I’ve
recently seen a
couple of tree
“treatments” that
do more harm than
good.

THE GOOD,
THE BAD,
THE DEBATABLE
arborists have since
found that it’s better
to let the tree heal
self-heal. Sealing
over the wound traps
moisture that can
lead to rot, whereas
leaving the wound

These are based on
old information, but
clearly the practice is
still out there.

staked. Even then,
the ties should be
loose, allowing the
tree to move. Trees
will develop
“muscles” to stabilize
themselves if allowed
to move, and will
develop a trunk flare,
which is a positive for
the ultimate stability
of the tree. The

While walking by a
new construction site
the other day, I
noticed an oak tree in
front of the new
house with a large

open causes the tree
to send chemicals
that include antifungal and antibacterial properties
to the open wound
which will
compartmentalize the
area and protect the
tree. Over time, the
wound will either
close or scab over.
wound in its side,
likely caused by a
truck backing up and
ripping the bark off
the tree. The
contractors, following
old practices, had
painted the wound
with tree seal, a
black, tar-like
substance that I
remember my dad
using for wounds on
our walnut trees. The
thought then was
that this would
protect the fresh
wound from
pathogens that might
get into the newly
exposed vascular
system of the tree;

biggest problem with
staking trees is the
tendency of the
gardener to forget to
take the stakes off
after six months, or,
at most, a year, the
longest time a tree
should ever be
staked. I’ve seen
trees that have
grown around the ties
used in staking,
incorporating them
into their bark and
have been known to
stealthily cut through
ties, freeing trees
that would otherwise
be garroted. So, the
best advice it to allow
trees to heal
themselves, and to
let your trees be
stake free!

The second bit of
advice comes from a
very early edition of
the Sunset Western
Garden Book, circa
1956. In a section on
planting young trees,
they describe staking
the sapling to prevent
it from toppling over
in a wind. More
current advice on
planting new trees
suggests that most
young trees do not
need staking at all.
Only if the tree is in a
very exposed place,
Sherri Morgan
or might be subject
Master Gardener
to pulls and tugs
2008
from passers by
should the tree be

“IN THE GARDEN”
The “In the Garden” team
presented 9 gardening tips
segments to the KDRV-TV viewing
audience for the month of June.
This month we welcomed the
Citizen Fire Academy Coordinator,
Kara Baylog, who did a segment
on “Defensible Space” and we
welcomed the return of MG
Coordinator, Rhianna Simes, who
presented “Benefits of Mulching”
as well as “Good Weeds.” Other
presenters in June were:
Robin McKenzie
Gardens”

“Shade

Laurin Parker
Basic Tutorial”

“Roses,

De Guy
Jam”

“Freezer

Maxine Cass
Herbs”

“Culinary

Sandy Hammond
Saving”

“Seed

Teresa Reavis
Maintenance”

“Vegetable

Thank you to all the terrific
speakers that keep our TV
segments fresh, interesting, and
educational! We have now
produced and aired 29 segments
this season most all of which can
be seen at www.kdrv.com/
features/in-the-garden.
Linda Holder, Co-Chair
Laurin Parker, Co-Chair

Robin McKenzie
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What's in a Name?
If you are someone who
enjoys learning the names of
all of the flowering plants in
your yard, you may also like
to learn the names of some of
our most important
pollinators, the bees. But how
easy is this going to bee? Most
home gardeners are not going to
go the level of making their own
bee collection (this would be the
best way to identify the insects,
but such a lot of work, not to
mention that the critters would
need to be sacrificed in the
effort). So it seems we are
limited to observing these active
little moving targets while they
are flittering from flower to
flower.
If you have been out observing
your lavender patch wondering if
those busy flying herbivores are
a type of honeybee, bumblebee
or mason bee then; good for you.
But how can the common name
be used to help us in our effort to
become more bee savvy?

Honeybee
Starting with the honeybee, we
all understand the connection
between this name and the fact
that these very social bees utilize
the nectar they collect to make
and store honey back in their
hive. In terms of identification,
honeybees are notable for their
average size, their black and
yellow stripes, and their pointed
abdomen. Bumblebees, which
were at one time known as
humblebees (the hum referring

to the buzzing sound they make)
are another of our social
pollinators. While bumblebees
aren't the only bees that buzz,

Bumblebee

mud to partition its nest, which it
makes in a hollow read or stem.
Mason bees are usually a little
smaller than a honeybee, and
typically metallic blue or blueblack in color. Leaf-cutter bees,
which are also solitary, use
pieces of leaves, often from roses
or lilacs, to partition their nests.
They look similar to honeybees,
but like most solitary bees, they
carry their pollen on the
underside of their abdomen
(honeybees and bumblebees
carry it on their legs). One other
fairly common solitary bee is the
carpenter bee, so named due to
their ability to use their

they are the best ones at buzz
pollination, which is a method
whereby they shake the anthers
of the flowers in order to release
the pollen. Bumblebees are easy
to identify by their round and
hairy bodies and their lack of
distinct stripes.
Most of the other bees that we
are likely to see in our gardens
are solitary, and so, unlike
honeybees and bumblebees that
have a cadre of workers for
Carpenter bee
gathering the pollen and nectar
needed by the young bees, the
foraging solitary bees we see are
the egg-laying females. The
mandibles to bore a nesting
common names of many of these tunnel into wood. If you see an
old outbuilding with perfectly
round holes about the size of
your finger, you probably have
nesting carpenter bees. These
bees resemble bumblebees but
the upper surface of their
abdomen is bare and shiny black.

Mason bee
solitary bees are based on the
way they make their nest. The
mason bee, for example, gets its
name from the way it utilizes

So the next time you are out
gathering a handful of your
favorite annuals to place on your
kitchen table, take a moment and
try to identify who else might be
enjoying your summer bouquet!
Kari Gies
Master Gardener 2015
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Things to Do in July for your Garden
Well, here we are, exhausted
from the intensity of getting a
garden ready: planning,
preparing and planting. This
month is the brief pause where
we gardeners have a slight rest
before we start thinking about
planning, preparing and planting
the winter garden (if you’re
inclined to ask for more work in
the garden like I do!) This month
pay attention to watering needs,
although I’m sure you’ve got that
figured out by now. Not too
much, not too little, but just right
(garden Goldilocks says!), and it
doesn’t hurt to check your
automated system at least twice
per week to ensure adequate

extension of my home: perhaps
in summertime, the best room of
the house! I don’t go out to the
garden with the intention to
work, I go out to enjoy the small
piece of paradise I have
stumbled about creating. Lately,
I have enjoyed watching various
different bees pollinate the
borage growing abundantly this

more than that! We have a
golden opportunity to listen to
the buzz of bees, the wind
through the leaves, and allow
time to slow down for a brief
moment. Enjoy the Zen your
garden has going on in it; take
the time to find it and listen…you
will have many more compelling
reasons to plant the garden
again next year, perhaps taking
into consideration the enjoyment
year. On many other occasions, I factor of just being in the middle
have witnessed hummingbird
of all that beauty! Happy
skirmishes. Those little birds are Gardening.
very territorial over their nesting
and feeding grounds, and they
Julie Engleson
mean business! I don’t think I’ve Master Gardener 2012
seen such aggressive behavior,
but having the ‘show’ right in
front of me was quite a thrill to
moisture. With the weather and
see. Occasionally, I will hear
its many faces this season, you
quail in the adjacent low-growing
might be drowning plants this
shrubs in the corner of the
year!
garden, and there is always
evidence of the whole family
So, take this slight respite and
bedding down overnight in the
enjoy all your hard work. Put a
woodchips under the grape
small table and a chair out in the vines. Having the wildlife in my
middle of your garden and enjoy garden is such a treat! They have
lunch al fresco! In my garden, I
become my “pets” without the
have a picnic table (where I have work.
entertained friends with a
fabulous brunch), a grape trellis My suggestion for all of you this
that has seating for four (wine
month is this in short: enjoy your
and cheese, anyone?), and a
garden! Yes, it is a hard-working
hammock (my favorite place to
patch of well-nurtured soil
read and nap!) My garden is an growing food, but it is so much
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Jackson County Master Gardener Association
Board of Directors Meeting – June 3, 2016

OLD BUSINESS:
The Board members are busy
defining committees to eliminate
overlaps while not losing any of
our many functions.

picket fence. A discarded green
house has been acquired as a
welcome addition to the
Children’s Garden. It will require
some rehab to be done at a later
date.

The introduction of a code of
conduct protocol has been
referred to the Bylaws
Committee.

Community Outreach –
Rosenelle Florencechild spoke to
the Jacksonville Garden Club
about Lavender in May with 32 in
attendance. Two rows of
NEW BUSINESS:
tomatoes have been planted in
the Food Security Garden. More
Plans are in the works for a goal- rows are ready to accept the 125
setting Board retreat which may bell peppers, 36 jalapeno
include non-board members. It
peppers, 25 cucumbers delivered
will be helpful to have a clear
by Ken Trenholm. The timing of
direction and definition of our
school grant applications has
purpose as an organization.
been shifted to Fall. This timing
is expected to better align
The Summer Picnic is August
project applications with firm
27th. Barbequed hamburgers
plans and associated school
along with potluck was
resources as well as committed
suggested for the menu. Kate
school personnel during a single
Hassen is looking for volunteers
school year. This year’s deadline
so please let her know if you are will be October 14.
willing to help.
The $2500 OSU endowment
scholarship will go to Tashia
Hyatt. She will be a junior next
year majoring in Horticulture
with a minor in Business and
Entrepreneurship. She has
worked in the nursery business
for many years. Last year she
won the JCMGA Scholarship for
the same amount.
REPORTS:
Apprentice Program –
Demonstration Gardens have
had approximately 54 volunteers
each week with about half being
veterans and the other half new
apprentices. Ernie Whiteman is
the new Head Gardener for the
Native Plant Garden. We would
like to see more new student
apprentices.
Children’s Garden – The
donated soil was delivered with
an extra 2+ yards which will
allow a reserve which can be
added as the current soil settles.
Soil was added to all of the
smaller beds and along the

Kay Baylog
In the Garden – We have aired
a total of 20 segments this year
with 8 in May. We are pleased to
welcome Kari Gies as a new
speaker with the “In the Garden”
team! Segments can be viewed
at www.kdrv.com/features/inthe-garden.
Membership – We currently
have a total of 476 Members
with 72 from the new class. As a
reminder, in order to recertify
you must attend 10 hours of

education training and 20
volunteer hours before October
11, 2016. Training may include
MG training classes, community
classes, Winter Dreams or Seed
to Supper conference classes.
Plant Clinic – The Plant Clinic at
the Extension Center and at the
Growers Markets were very busy
in May. Along with ask an Expert
and Spring Garden Fair the Plant
Clinic team answered a total of
583 inquiries. Twenty eight
different species of plants, 40
different species of insects, and
24 different plant diseases were
identified in May.
Practicum - Final specifications
for the greenhouse have been
sent to Conley and they expect
to have plans drawn within 2 or
3 weeks. Then the County will
need about a month to approve
the plans. With another month
for our order to arrive, we look
forward to construction
of the greenhouse in
September or October.
The process of finding
and training 2017
Mentors continues for
Practicum. Jane Moyer
and Virginia Brown were
reelected as co-chairs.
Winter Dreams – The
Winter Dreams
Committee is in the
process of reviewing job
descriptions and filling
open positions. Goals
have been set and
presented to the Board. A list of
potential speakers has been
compiled but suggestions are
still welcome from anyone with
ideas to share.
ADJOURNEMT/NEXT
MEETING:
The next board meeting is July
8, 2016 at 10:00 am.
Respectfully submitted,
Pam Mooers
Recording Secretary
Master Gardener 2014
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