
	
	

2018 Program Schedule 
Session 1: 9:00 to 10:30 am  

1.1 Sustainable Landscaping 
  1.2 Irrigation Issues for the Rogue Valley 
 1.3 Shrubs for Fall and Winter Bloom 

1.4 Roots and Regenerative Agriculture  
1.5 Food Safety – Best Practices for the Edible Garden 
1.6 Fall is the Time to Make Compost Magic 
1.7 The Nitty Gritty of Rock Gardening 
1.8 Native Plants for Pollinator Habitat 
  
 

Session 2: 10:45 to 12:15 pm  
  2.1 Preserve Your Harvest/Fun with Elderberries 
  2.2 Berries 
  2.3 Soil Related to Climate Change  
  2.4 Oregon Bee Atlas Survey  
  2.5 Small Space, Big Harvest  
  2.6 Diseases and Pests in Home Orchard  
  2.7 Grow Native – Grow Wild, Preserving Biodiversity  
  2.8 Vermiculture   
  

Session 3: 1:15 to 2:45 pm 
 3.1 Real Gardens Grow Natives 
 3.2 Organic Pesticides; Safe Use of Pesticides  
 3.3 Flavors Gone Wild   
 3.4 Take a Walk on the Dry Side  
 3.5 More Raised Beds  
 3.6 Firewise Landscapes  

3.7 Vegetable Gardening in the Rogue Valley 
3.8 Master Naturalist 
 

Session 4: 3:00 to 4:30 pm  
  4.1 Soil Alchemy 
  4.2 Preserve Your Harvest/Dehydration 
  4.3 Mycorrhizae 
  4.4 Gardening on the Cheap 
  4.5 Exotic Fruits for the Rogue Valley  
  4.6 Aesthetic Pruning 

4.7 Attracting Pollinators to Your Garden 
4.8 Destructive Insects and Organic Solutions 
	 	 	

	

	 	

	 	



	

	

Session 1: 9:00-10:30 am 

	
1.1 Sustainable Landscaping 

 

Have you ever wondered who established the mandates 

we tend to follow when arranging the elements in our 

exterior landscape? They should after all follow some 

coherent game plan much like the interior rooms of your 

house, don’t you think? We’d hardly try to wedge the 

living room sofa into the bathroom, yet our capricious 

approach to how we combine plants, create outdoor 

rooms, and allocate resources often seems just as silly. 

We think you’ll find this presentation liberating as new 

options and ways to evaluate your exterior scape come 

into greater clarity. 

Al Shay currently teaches Landscape design, Landscape Maintenance, 

Sustainable Landscape Construction and building sustainable landscapes for the 21st 
century. In addition, he is the site manager for the Oak Creek Center for Urban 
Horticulture and faculty advisor for the Horticulture club. His focus is sustainable 
horticultural practices for the home landscape: greenroofs, greenwalls, rain gardens and 
hedge rows. He is currently the department liaison with campus facilities for a wide array 
of horticultural projects. 
 

1.2 Irrigation Issues for the Rogue Valley 
 
Ever wonder if your irrigation system has a mind of its own?  

Take back control and get the most out of your investment. This 

class will review examples of common irrigation problems, 

controller issues, and water management struggles and the 

steps you can take to make significant improvements to your 

system’s operation. 

Julie Smitherman is the Water Conservation 

Specialist and Certified Landscape Irrigation Auditor for the City of 
Ashland. She received her bachelor’s degree in Environmental 
Science Geology from Southern Oregon University.  She has 10 years of landscape and 
irrigation experience, working previously for the Medford Water Commission for four years 
and for the City of Ashland for the past six years. She currently serves as the Chair of the 
Southern Oregon Landscape Association (SOLA) and has represented Ashland at the 
state level on the Governor’s Drought Task Force. She is actively involved in the drinking 
water industry locally and nationally and currently serves as the Oregon & Idaho Trustee 
for the American Water Works Association. 
 

	 	



	

	

1.3 Shrubs for Fall and Winter Bloom 

This class will provide details on the wide variety of 

fall- and winter-blooming shrubs that can be grown in 

the Rogue Valley. In many cases these are fragrant 

and also some are great pollinator plants! 

 

Neil Bell is the Community Horticulturist for 

the OSU Extension Service in Marion County and Polk 
County. As part of these responsibilities he oversees the 
Master Gardener volunteer program in both counties and 
assists homeowners with gardening problems. Together with his colleague Heather 
Stoven, he also oversees a plant evaluation program called Northwest Plant Evaluations 
that researches drought tolerant plants for western Oregon. Besides this, he really has a 
thing for winter-blooming plants and indulges his plant nerd tendencies on 5 acres of Polk 
County bush west of Monmouth.	

1.4 Roots and Regenerative Agriculture  

Have fun and learn about the role of roots for growing 

healthy plants, building soil, and regenerative 

agriculture. You will learn all about roots, the 

rhizosphere, what do in your garden, and why! You 

will leave this class in awe of roots, obsessed with 

radishes, and you will have seeds to plant! 

 

Rhianna Simes is the Executive 

Director of Our Family Farms, a non-profit that grew out 
of the successful campaign to ban GMO crops from 
Jackson County. She grew up on a 100-acre farm and 
vineyard in central Texas. She has a Masters of Science 
in Education and Botany from Southern Oregon 
University. Rhianna recently retired from 10 years as an 
instructor at the Oregon State University Extension Service, where she developed the 
Land Steward program, and also coordinated the Master Gardener program. She lives 
with her husband and two young children outside Phoenix, OR where they operate their 
own 1 acre, educational mini-farm called Verdant Phoenix (specializing in organic plant 
starts, perennial food, healthy soil and natural farming). Rhianna is a plant nerd who is 
passionate about local food, seed sovereignty, and building community! 
 
 

 

	 	



	

 

 

1.5 Food Safety – Best Practices for the Edible Garden 
 
 
Do you grow fruits and vegetables in a home garden, 

community garden, or school garden? In this interactive 

class you will learn how to identify and minimize food 

safety risks in the edible garden. Topics covered include 

garden site selection, fertilizers and amendments, irrigation 

water, animals in the garden, harvest and post-harvest 

handling, and gardener health and hygiene.  

Sara Runkel is the Extension Horticulturalist 

for Josephine County. She develops and provides educational programming for small farms, 
home, and community horticulture audiences and coordinates the Josephine County Master 
Gardener Program. She is also a farm food safety educator for the SW Oregon region. She 
has Master of Science degree in Sustainable Systems from Slippery Rock University and 
over 15 years of farming experience. Prior to working for OSU Extension, Sara owned and 
operated a diversified farm in Pennsylvania where she grew vegetables for a winter CSA, 
specialty cut flowers, and pastured poultry.  
 
1.6 Fall is the Time to Make Compost Magic 
 

An in-depth look at the art of composting and organic 

waste management. In this informative and engaging 

class, attendees will learn about the reasons behind 

creating compost, its benefits for soil and ecosystem 

health, and the simple ways one can implement this 

knowledge in their own backyard garden. 
 

Lion Waxman a New York native, a 

Regenerative Horticulturist, Permaculture Designer and 
Master Gardener. He has worked around the world 
implementing sustainability projects such as food forests, 
community organic waste systems, edible landscaping, and environmental education projects 
in schools. He is the founder and owner of Good Earth Gardens, based here in Grants pass, 
which promotes and specializes in soil health solutions and edible gardening consultations 
and installations. 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 	



	

	
	
1.7 The Nitty Gritty of Rock Gardening 

	
Ever been on a hike in the mountains and been 

fascinated by the small plants growing in and around 

the exposed rocks?  Gardeners have been trying for 

decades to recreate mountain scenes with those tiny 

jewels in their own yards.  It can be done, but it takes 

a special touch and a bit more specialized knowledge.  

Rock gardens can be large, grand, monumental public 

displays or simple pots with adapted plants.  The 

Rogue Valley has an enviable history with rock 

gardens.  Perhaps you can be persuaded to continue 

that tradition. 

Eric Hagerman Gardening is a common pursuit and profession in Eric’s 

family – it was necessary for him to learn about plants to be able to understand what his 
elders were discussing. He has worked in various aspects of the Green Industry for thirty 
years; maintenance, installation, and nursery work - currently at Shooting Star Nursery in 
Central Point.  He is, however, a relative newcomer to rock gardening. As the Past Chairman 
of the Siskiyou Chapter of the North American Rock Garden Society, Eric is thrilled to be able 
to spread the joy and challenge of gardening with Alpines to the general gardening public. 
Here’s hoping there are rocks and grit in your garden’s future. 
 
1.8 Native Plants for Pollinator Habitats 

 

In this class, Tom will discuss why planting natives is 

critical for establishing habitat for our native pollinators, 

including Monarch butterflies.  Learn which natives do 

best in our garden environments, and how to plan your 

plantings to have blooms across the seasons. 

	
Tom Landis is a forester who retired after 30 

years of working as a nursery specialist for the US Forest 
Service. Using his nursery experience, Tom has been 
creating pollinator habitat by growing and planting native milkweeds and other nectar plants 
in monarch waystations throughout the Rogue Valley. As a founding member of the Southern 
Oregon Monarch Advocates (SOMA), Tom has given over 90 monarchs and milkweeds 
workshops including one at a Society of Ecological Restoration meeting in Manchester, 
England.  SOMA is also involved in controlled rearing and, last year, SOMA members raised 
and released over 2,500 monarchs to help restore populations of this iconic butterfly,	
	 	

	 	



	

	
	
Session 2: 10:45 am-12:15 pm 

  
2.1 Preserve Your Harvest/Fun with Elderberries 
 
Easy to grow, easy to harvest, and fun to use. 

Suggestions for home use are desserts such as 

pies, cobblers and fruit dumplings. Elderberries are 

often preserved whole, as juice, syrup, jelly and 

more. Learn from OSU Certified Master Food 

Preservers / Master gardeners the ins and outs of 

growing and how to use these edible berries in 

your kitchen. Have a chance to taste a few different 

recipes made with this Native American plant. 

 

 

Rebecca Blackman is a veteran Master Food Preserver with 

the Jackson County Master Food Preservers and Master Gardner programs. She has 
taught many classes for the Master Food Preservers program and Certification course 
and has been past president. 
 
 

The Rogue Valley is not the Pacific NW and not 

California, so let's garden like what it is most similar 

to, the Mediterranean.   
 

Jeanne Evers is a veteran Master 

Food Preserver with the Jackson County Master Food 
Preservers and Master Gardner programs. She has 
taught many classes for the Master Food Preservers 
program and Certification course and has been past 
president. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	 	



	

 

 
 
2.2 Bountiful Berries for Edible Landscaping or Raised Bed Gardening 
 

 

So many berries do well in containers or the 

landscape. Important choices such as cultivar, 

soil, fertilizer needs, management, and pruning for 

success will be discussed. 

 

 

Bernadine Strik, PhD is a 

Professor of Horticulture at OSU and is responsible 
for Extension educational programs for the 
commercial berry crop industries, research, and 
teaching.  Bernadine has an active interest and 
involvement in the home horticulture program. She 
has developed 10 publications for home gardeners and is involved in the Master 
Gardener training program. Bernadine is a world-renowned berry crop expert with many 
scientific research papers and book chapters published. 
 
 
2.3 Soil Related to Climate Change 

 

This class is going to get you so excited and passionate 

about why your garden, teeming with life and soil ecology, is 

a vital piece of planetary regeneration. We’ll cover living soil’s 

impact on restoring ecosystems, giving you a healthy gut 

microbiome, and sequestering carbon to cool our planet 

down.  

 

 

Carly Corrado, PhD is the founder of Enliven 

Leadership, consulting for green businesses, specializing in regenerative agriculture and 
renewable energy. Earning her PhD in Chemistry from UC Santa Cruz and her 
postdoctoral work in a renewable energy Physics Laboratory from which was born the 
plant-optimized greenhouse solar company Soliculture. As Director of Business 
Development working with more than a hundred farmers, she discovered her passion for 
regenerative agriculture. She has observed provocative connections between building 
living soil, full of an array of microbial life forms that work together to create the most 
fertile conditions for growth. This inspired her to develop a holistic approach to leadership 
that incorporates these vital elements as pillars at the foundation of successful, impactful 
green business. 

	 	



	

 

2.4 Oregon Bee Atlas Survey 

  

Breaking News: “Single Mothers Robbed of Food for Their 

Babies” and Other Perils Facing Our Native Bees. Learn about 

the Oregon Bee Atlas Survey and what Citizen Scientists are 

learning about the diversity, flower preferences and hazards 

confronting our native bees.   Topics covered will include the 

importance of knowing the diversity of our native bees and 

how mimicry (in appearance, coloration, sound, and odor), 

parasitism, predation, and the introduction of non-native bees 

affect them. 

 

Judi Maxwell has a Ph.D. in Entomology & Botany from the University 

of Wisconsin and has worked as an endangered species biologist for several federal 
agencies restoring habitat for endangered insects and assisting farmers to develop 
pollinator habitats. She started the Insect Working Group (IWG) for Master Gardeners in 
Josephine Co. to promote an appreciation for arthropods and the benefits they provide.   
The IWG has just completed one year of participating in the Oregon Bee Atlas Survey, 
an initiative of the OR Department of Agriculture and the OSU Pollinator Health Program 
to assess the diversity of pollinators in the state. At first concerned about setting aside 
her work on beetles, Judi has found that bees provide a ‘wonderful field to forage in’ and 
looks forward to sharing her new-found knowledge about our native bees. 
 
2.5 Small Space, Big Harvest 

 

A basic course in using small-size planters, pots, and 

earthworks to grow vegetables for home use. Class will 

cover choosing materials, varieties and sources of plants for 

compact spaces. Unique cultural aspects of container-style 

agriculture such as irrigation and nutrients. 
 

Marjorie Neal has a BA from San Jose State 

University with a major in Language Arts, a minor in Chemistry 
and a MA in English Literature. She taught at the high school 
level in California for more than 10 years. Marjorie became an 
OSU Master Gardener in 1994 in Jackson County, OR. She 
trained at OSU in 1998 as part of state program to develop qualified volunteer instructors. 
Marjorie taught Vegetable Gardening to Master Gardener trainees in Jackson County for 
16 years and continues to teach in Douglas and Josephine counties. She has been an 
active “expert” for the OSU Extension’s on-line resource, “Ask an Expert” from its 
beginning 5 years ago. In May of last year, she moved to Jacksonville, OR and gardens in 
a very small backyard. It’s a change from having multiple raised beds to filling a couple of 
4 by 2’s and lots of pots! 
 

	 	



	

 

	
	
2.6	Diseases	and	Pests	in	Home	Orchards	
 

 

Douglas County Extension Horticulture Agent Steve 

Renquist will review the primary disease and insect pests of 

orchard pests in Southwest Oregon. Steve will look at the 

most common orchard crops including apples, pears, 

peaches, plums, and the not so common fig, and 

persimmon.  We will discuss persistent insect pests like 

codling moth, peach tree and twig borer, aphids, and ever-

present diseases like apple scab, pear scab, and peach leaf 

curl. Low input control plans will be presented.  

	

Steve Renquist works with wine grape, tree fruit, and vegetable 

growers, and nursery and landscapers in Douglas County. His work consists of keeping 
the horticultural producers in Douglas County attuned to insect pest and plant disease 
problems. He also works with sustainable IPM programs encouraging producers to use 
smarter softer pest control programs than in the past, promoting the judicious use of 
fertilizers with all crops to reduce runoff into waterways. Steve guides Master Gardeners 
and home horticulture promote sustainable landscapes and gardening practices. 
	
2.7 Grow Native – Grow Wild, Preserving Biodiversity 

	
Native plants support more biodiversity than non-native 

plants. Bring a little bit of wild nature into your garden 

with tips about the best native plants to grow and how to 

propagate them. 

	

Susie Savoie has worked in the 

horticultural nursery industry for eight years with a focus on 
growing native plants. She is co-owner of Siskiyou Ecological 
Services and Klamath-Siskiyou Native Seeds. She is the 
Conservation Chair for the Siskiyou Chapter Native Plant 
Society of Oregon and is an avid hiker, backpacker, gardener, native plant enthusiast, 
and off-grid homesteader. For fifteen years Suzie has been using native plants for 
gardens and habitat restoration on her property in the Applegate Valley, and she enjoys 
helping others do the same.	

	
	
	
	
	

 

	 	



	

 

 

2.8 Vermiculture 

	
Let worms eat your garbage and enhance the 

environment. Learn the basics of worm culture; see the 

varieties of worm bins; how to build a worm bin and how 

to keep it going. 
 

Tracey Raggi is a native Oregonian raised 

in a large farm family in the Willamette Valley. From an early 
age, she has been involved in both planting the garden and 
food preservation.  After retiring from teaching special 
education (all of whom were introduced to food preservation 
and gardening), she completed both the Master Gardener 
and Master Food Preserver programs.  She tries to retire frequently. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

		



	

	
Session	3:	1:15	to	2:45	pm		
 

3.1	Real	Gardeners	Grow	Natives	
 

 

In the face of disappearing habitat, gardeners and 

landscapers can lead the way to slow the rate of 

extinction. Reestablishing native plants—with thoughtful 

planning—sustains life, sequesters carbon, and offers 

other rich rewards. Learn why it’s important to restore 

biodiversity and why plants that coevolved with local 

wildlife provide better support than plants that evolved 

elsewhere. Discover how we can turn our yards into 

vibrant, functioning ecosystems again, using local native 

plant communities that provide functional beauty. 
	

Eileen Stark is a Portland-based ecological landscape designer, 

consultant, writer and photographer whose academic background includes biology, 
wildlife ecology, and design. She is a deeply committed conservationist who strives to 
create awareness of the myriad creatures with which we share this fragile planet. Her 
book, Real Gardens Grow Natives: Design, Plant, and Enjoy a Healthy Northwest 

Garden (Mountaineers Books, 2014) helps guide Pacific Northwest gardeners in 
designing for both beauty and biodiversity. 
 
 
3.2 Organic Pesticides; Safe Use of Pesticides 

	
Kaci will emphasize the importance of using ANY pesticide with 

caution, even those that are derived from natural materials. 

Further, she will demonstrate how to use PICOL, a database of 

pesticide products registered in the northwest, to identify 

pesticides that have been approved for organic production. 

Students will review organic insecticides, fungicides, 

rodenticides, and herbicides, and discuss ways to respond to 

questions from the public about organic pesticides.	

Kaci Buhl is an Associate Professor of Practice at Oregon State University 

(OSU). She coordinates the Statewide Pesticide Safety Education Program, working to 
educate professional pesticide applicators. On the national level, Ms. Buhl is the Deputy 
Director of the Pesticide Educational Resources Collaborative, which creates pesticide 
manuals, exams, and other resources for professionals. She studied integrated pest 
management (IPM) at Michigan State University and previously coordinated the National 
Pesticide Information Center (NPIC 

	 	



	

 

 

 

3.3 Flavors Gone Wild 

	
Surprise your friends with a one-of-a-kind gift. Learn to 

make unique flavored liqueurs, mouth-puckering flavored 

vinegars, safe flavored oils, savory wet or dry rubs and 

zesty mustards. 
  

Vickie Belknap and 
Ellen Scannell are 22-year veterans of the Jackson County Master 

Food Preservers and Master Gardner programs. They help to develop the certification 
class for the Master Food Preservers and have taught many classes for both programs 
including the Winter Dreams – Summer Gardens Symposium. 
 
 

 

 

3.4 Take a Walk on the Dry Side 

	
Give up the American love affair with the hose (and the 

resulting water bill) and learn about plants that revel in 

hot and dry conditions. Go beyond cliche xeriscapes 

with tips on how to design cohesive gardens full of 

color, seasonal interest and even a sense of lushness. 
 

Bonnie Criswell  is a landscape designer 

who has designed many gardens in our area. She works at 
Shooting Star Nursery, and helps clients there choose plants 
that grow and thrive in the Rogue Valley. This class will focus 
on plants that are both attractive and drought tolerant and appropriate planting and 
irrigating techniques. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	 	



	

 
	

3.5 More Raised Beds 

 
Our Rogue Valley has its own unique climate and many 

microclimates, so we can’t plant our gardens like it is the 

Pacific Northwest or Southern California. If you are new to 

our valley or just want to learn about what plants perform 

best here, come to this class and see what diverse options 

you have. 

John Kobal  has 30+ years of gardening 

experience in both urban and rural settings. His first garden was a 
15-foot row of pole beans on a city lot. He now enjoys living on a 
rural property with 16 raised beds and an orchard of apples, figs, 
nectarines, peaches, pears, plums, cherries and persimmons.  John retired to the Rogue 
Valley and is a certified master gardener. 
 

3.6 Firewise Landscapes 

 

Whether your family has lived on your property for 

generations, or you are a brand-new forest landowner, 

one thing is certain.  Having a woodland is a 

responsibility.  You will need to maintain it.  Dense, 

water-stressed forests are more vulnerable to insect 

infestations. Uncharacteristically dense forests lead to a 

higher risk of severe fire. And fire itself has changed. 

Having shaped forests for millennia, fire seasons are 

growing longer, fires themselves are bigger and more 

difficult to manage, and firefighting costs are through 

the roof. 

Kara Baylog Areas of Expertise:  

 

Land Management Education 
Volunteer Outreach and Coordination 
Youth Educational Programming 
 
Citizen Fire Academy is a collaborative education and service program designed to 
increase the outreach capacity of fire agencies and ultimately to maintain and enhance 
fire-adapted communities. Citizen Fire Academy encourages implementation of 
defensible space and other Firewise practices and builds human capacity to deal with 
wildfire through education and volunteer service. 
	

 

 

	 	



	

 

3.7 Vegetable Gardening in the Rogue Valley 

 

 

This class teaches the basics of growing vegetables in 

our unique Mediterranean climate.  We discuss what 

and when to grow, as well as gardening basics; site 

selection, soil health and sustainable practices. 
 

 

Lynn Kunstman began gardening with 

her parents in Lafayette, California, as a young child.  She 
moved to Humboldt County when she was 20 and lived there for 8 years. She has a 
degree in Wildlife Management from Humboldt State University and, after moving with her 
husband and two sons to Ashland in 1986 obtained a Masters in Science Education from 
SOU.  After teaching middle school special ed and science for 22 years, she retired, with 
her husband, to Medford, where they continue to grow huge vegetable gardens; 
harvesting and preserving food crops year-round.  She became a Master Gardener in 
2013, and a Master Food Preserver in 2014.   Most recently her focus has been on 
gardening for wildlife and pollinators. Her quarter acre lot in Medford is certified as a 
Monarch Way Station, a Pollinator Garden, and a Wildlife Habitat. She also rears, tags 
and releases monarch butterflies, as part of a citizen science effort through University of 
Washington. 
 
 
3.8 Master Naturalist 

	
Take a virtual peek into this wonderful program about the 

nature of our state and ecoregion where we learn from 

regional experts as we explore the Klamath-Siskiyous.  

 

 

Rachel Werling Areas of Expertise:  

• Botany 
• Watershed Health and Education 
• Land Stewardship 
• Botanist; Instructor at Oregon State University Extension;  
• Board Member Environmental Education Association of Oregon  
• Coordinator – Land Steward Program  
• Instructor – Youth Natural Resources Education 

 

  

	 	



	

 

Session	4:	3:00	to	4:30	pm 
	

4.1 Soil Alchemy 

 

Soil alchemy explores the role and interaction 

of the biological and mineral components of 

rich, healthy soil. With a basic understanding 

of these principles, gardeners can evaluate 

the current condition of their soils and use 

appropriate techniques to create fertile soils 

filled with beneficial organisms. 
 

 

Scott Goode is a retired 

environmental scientist who worked in water treatment, bioremediation, and modeling the 
role of environmental factors in soil chemistry. He is currently developing carbon 
sequestration and petroleum-free farming technologies here in the Rogue Valley and 
teaching classes in Regenerative Agriculture and Carbon Farming techniques. 
		

4.2 Preserve Your Harvest/Dehydration	
	
Dehydration takes many forms for the various types 
of food products locally available. 

• Dehydration equipment and tools 
• How to operate a dehydrator 
• What types of food items dehydrate well, and 

which don’t 
• How to store dehydrated foods, shelf life, 

optimizing storage space, etc. 
• Basic and creative items to dehydrate 
• Samples: zucchini noodles, fruit powder, 

tomatoes, etc. 
	

Kathryn Ekberg and 
Kathy Crawford also known as Pete and Re-Pete, have been 

friends for 40 years.  They both enjoy teaching food education classes, as well as 
canning, dehydrating foods and baking. They each have been certified food educators for 
as many years as they have lived in the Rogue Valley for OSU. 
	
	
 

	 	



	

 
 
4.3 Mycorrhizae 

 

Learn about the types of mycorrhizal fungi and their 

benefits for plants and ecosystems. We’ll talk about which 

plants associate with mycorrhizal fungi and when to use 

inoculum. 

Ann Rasmussen, PhD earned a 

doctorate in Biology from the University of Mississippi for her 
research on ectomycorrhizal community response to restoration 
and host preference of ectomycorrhizal fungi. She has also 
worked on a project investigating arbuscular mycorrhizal 
colonization of corn. She is the Plant Pathology Faculty 
Research Assistant at SOREC. 
	
 

 

 

 

4.4 Gardening on the Cheap 

	
Gardening can be an expensive pastime but there are ways 

to save money.  The instructor will bring examples and 

participants are asked to bring ideas too. 
	

Jane Moyer is a retired teacher.  She has been a 

Master Gardener since 2005, has been co-chair of the Practicum 
portion of the Master Gardener classes for the last 8 years (at 
least.), and has taught both beginning and advanced gardening classes. Jane just 
finished a stint as the interim coordinator for the full Master Gardener program.  She loves 
to teach folks about gardening, especially budget-minded gardening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	 	



	

  
 

4.5 Exotic Fruits for the Rogue Valley 

 

 Learn about fruiting trees, shrubs, and vines that are edible 

and suitable for the Rogue Valley’s unique climate. We will go 

over exotic fruits that can be grown in your garden such as 

figs, pomegranates, persimmons, mulberries and more! 
 
 

Joey Sparks grew up here in the Rogue Valley. 

After studying Horticulture in college, he returned home and began 
working at Shooting Star Nursery where he can be found most 
days helping people with various plant related projects. His interests include fruiting plants 
and trees, garden design, native plants, and landscaping.  
 
	
 

 

4.6 Aesthetic Pruning 

	
Balance the growth rate, cultivate interesting 

shapes, craft the sculptural quality of woody 

plants over the years to maximize the beauty of 

individual trees and shrubs- thereby evoking a 

more intimate feeling in the garden. Aesthetic 

pruning is a highly detailed pruning style 

appropriate for garden-scale trees and shrubs of 

all types. Through lecture, demonstration and 

slides, you will learn the basics of collar and 

reduction cuts, re-leadering, training techniques, 

recognition of growth rates, and how to improve plant architecture. 
 

Julie Silverwood has a BS Horticulture, is Certified Arborist & 

Certified Aesthetic Pruner and has 40 years' experience designing, planting, and pruning 
residential landscape gardens from the SF Bay Area to Portland, Oregon. Choosing 
Ashland as her new home base, Julie is happy to find an appreciative audience among 
Rogue Valley garden enthusiasts for this Japanese-influenced philosophy of pruning she 
has studied in the Bay Area for 15 years. An experienced field educator, Julie 
communicates the aesthetics and science of evolving a plant's architecture with an 
enthusiasm and clarity that captivates and empowers her audiences. 
 
 
 
 
 

	 	

	



	

 

4.7 Attracting Pollinators to your Garden 

	
Who are the pollinators?  How many can you identify? Why 

are they important? Where do they live? How can they help 

us create flourishing gardens and landscapes? What is the 

Rogue Buzzway? Join Kristina Lefever to learn what we can 

do to help these creatures who are crucial for our food 

systems and ecosystems. 

	

Kristina Lefever moved to the Rogue Valley in 

2012.  She and her husband transformed a once-barren property in Ashland into a 
flourishing pollinator garden, with many native plants and trees - and dandelions! But of 
course, it will never Bee finished.  She joined Pollinator Project Rogue Valley in 2014 after 
learning that Talent had become the second Bee City USA in the country and began 
working towards a Bee City USA designation for the City of Ashland. Kristina is now Chair 
of Bee City USA Ashland and President of Pollinator Project Rogue Valley. In addition, 
Kristina is on the board of the Jackson County Master Gardener Association and Beyond 
Toxics, a state-wide environmental justice nonprofit. In her spare time, she enjoys 
spending time in her pollinator garden. 

Her dream is that everyone's yard will include a little or a lot of pollinator habitat, even if 
it's just a pot of nepeta (catmint) on the porch.	
	
4.8 Destructive Insects & Organic Solutions 

	
Marsha will discuss insect pests that are active through the 

year, month by month, and suggest approaches to manage 

them using Integrated Pest Management techniques, 

including organic "pesticides."   

 

Marsha Waite has been a Master Gardener 

since 1995 and has been a Plant Clinic Coordinator for 22 
years, answering the public’s questions on all facets of gardening and pest control.  
Marsha has taught Entomology and Integrated Pest Management many years to new 
prospective Master Gardeners in several counties besides Jackson. She has given 
lectures on organic gardening, plant diseases, structure pests, and garden and landscape 
pest management to many garden clubs, symposiums and Extension programs as well as 
training Master Gardeners and advisors in the Plant Clinic each year. She has written 
many gardening articles for the Mail Tribune and the Garden Beet and is the head 
gardener of the daylily garden on the Extension grounds.  She was given the Oregon 
State Master Gardener of the year award in 2007 and was the State Behind the Scenes 
award recipient in 2016. 

	
	

	 	


