
Welcome to 2019 JCMGA Symposium                      

Winter Dreams Summer Gardens  

   Symposium Description  

   Program Schedule 

   Class Descriptions  

 Meet the Speakers 
 

Attention Garden Enthusiasts, Master Gardeners, Landscapers, and Plant Nerds 
Reserve your first Saturday in November for the 20th annual Winter Dreams Summer 

Gardens annual gardening symposium. This year’s program has something for everybody, 

and includes sustainable landscaping and regenerative gardening, natives why-what-how, 

fruits & veggies, bees, birds, plant & soil maintenance, and garden critters. 

Our full-day, 4-class session format, allows time for Q&A with the instructors and 

discussion among fellow participants. The instructors are seasoned speakers, as well as 

topic experts. Demonstrations, exhibits, book sales, and information about how to become 

a Master Gardener™ are also part of the on-site program.  

Sponsored by the Jackson County Master Gardeners Association (JCMGA) of Southern 

Oregon, current Master Gardeners can earn re-certification credits for all classes.  

Landscape professionals can earn continuing education hours from the Landscape 

Contractors Licensing Board. 

When:   Saturday, November 2, 2019       9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Where:    Higher Education Center (HEC) Rogue Community College (RCC) 

 101 S Bartlett St. Medford, OR 97502 

Parking: Free Parking Lots, 2 blocks from HEC/RCC on E. 9th St. between  

 Central Ave & Front St 
Lunch: Catered by http://chefkristen.com/ Choice of Meat or Vegetarian Entrée, plus 

side salad, side vegetable, and dessert. 

 

$45  Pre-registration On-line & Mail open September 1st to October 20th 

$10 Lunch (must reserve and purchase by Oct 20th) 

$55 Late Registration (after October 20th) & Walk-in registration on Event day  

$20 Student (with current ID) 

GO TO REGISTRATION   https://jacksoncountymga.org/winter-dreams-summer-gardens-symposium  

 

https://jacksoncountymga.org/winter-dreams-summer-gardens-symposium
https://jacksoncountymga.org/winter-dreams-summer-gardens-symposium


Program Schedule 

SESSION 1   (9:00 – 10:30 am)   Speaker Room # 

1.1 Chasing Wildflowers  R. Werling  117  

1.2 Pruning Tools & Tips  A. Shay  227 

1.3 Hügelkultur: An Atmosphere-Friendly Alternative to Burn Piles  A. Eichner  209 

1.4 High Quality Table Grapes from Your Yard to Your Table  B. Strik  205 

1.5  Latest Research on Bee-Friendly Gardens  G. Langellotto 119 

1.6 Be Bear Aware   D. Sanchez 118 

1.7 Avoiding the Green Meatball: How & When to Prune Flowering Shrubs  N. Bell 211 

1.8 Healthy Gardeners  M. Pennington 225 

1.9 Fall in Love with Annuals and Seeds R. Simes  226 

SESSION 2   (10:45 am – 12:15 pm) Speaker Room # 

2.1 Basic Botany for Plant ID  R. Werling  117 

2.2 Sustainable Landscaping    A. Shay 227  

2.3 Managing Your Land for Biodiversity & Resilience using Native Plants  K & S Prive 225 

2.4 Producing Blueberries in Your Home Garden or on Your Patio–Methods for Success  B. Strik 205 

2.5 All about Fragrance in the Garden  M. Neal 119 

2.6 Dueling with Diggers D. Sanchez 118 

2.7 The Humble Groundcover: A New Look at an Old Landscape Staple      N. Bell 211 

2.8 Soil Fertility in Garden Beds: N, P, K and Beyond G. Jones 209 

2.9 All about Roots and Regenerative Gardening R. Simes 226 

SESSION 3   (1:15 – 2:30 pm) Speaker Room # 

3.1 Regenerative Agriculture: A powerful tool for responding to Climate Change  S. Goode 209 

3.2 Top 10 Beneficial Insects to Know & Love  K. Lefever  117 

3.3 Native Asters, Bulbs, and Lupines for Home Gardens  S. Savoie 227 

3.4 All About Apples  D. Nelson 205  

3.5 Herbs: Grow, Harvest, and Use  J. Kintscher 226  

3.6 Silent Spring 2.0  P. McIntosh 211 

3.7 Trees of Southern Oregon  M. Oxedine    118 

3.8 Creating a New Garden: What Really Matters?  D. Rhee 225 

SESSION 4   (2:45 – 4:15 pm) Speaker Room # 

4.1  Including Climate Change in your Garden Planning  S. Goode 209 

4.2  Microgreens  C. Reilly 117 

4.3  Propagating Native Plants from Seed  S. Savoie 227 

4.4 The Best Veggies for the Rogue Valley  R. Budge 226 

4.5 The Care & Hybridization of Daylilies  M. Waite 225 

4.6 The Dry Shade Challenge   B. Criswell 205 

4.7 The Basics of Beekeeping  S. Schmidt   119 

4.8 How to Train and Grow Espaliered Fruit Trees J. Sparks 211 

4.9 Creating A Backyard Bird Habitat L. Fleming 118 

                                           LUNCH    12:15 to 1:15 pm    HEC/RCC - Third Floor 



Class Descriptions 

 

SESSION 1      (9:00 – 10:30 am) 
   

 
1.1  Chasing Wildflowers 

Speaker: Rachel Werling 
Planting natives is a powerful way to help support our local ecology from pollinators to bird life.  

But how to choose what to plant? Get to know them in the wild! We’ll learn about some great 
native species, identify wild places to appreciate and become familiar with our local natives, and 

gain tools and technique for identification.   
 

1.2    Pruning Tools & Tips  

Speaker: Al Shay 
How to choose pruning equipment and how to use it safely. Anyone for ladder safety? And yes, we 

will cover how to prune trees and shrubs. 
 

1.3    Hügelkultur: An Atmosphere-Friendly Alternative to Burn Piles 
Speaker: Anna Eichner  

Hügelkultur is a method of composting that converts woody debris into rich soil. It provides an 

easy and effective way to move carbon out of the atmosphere and deep into the soil where, if left 
undisturbed, it can reside indefinitely. It has been used to convert low-lying water-saturated sites 

into fertile land, a tool to mitigate gullies and erosion, and to effectively deal with slash, forest 
thinning, and fuels reduction waste without resorting to combustion. This presentation will address 
the planning, materials, construction and applications of Hügelkultur. 

 

1.4    High Quality Table Grapes from Your Yard to Your Table 

Speaker: Dr. Bernadine Strik  
Do you wonder what table grape varieties will do well in your yard? Then what? How do you 
establish and then prune the vine? This class will cover varieties, propagating from cuttings, 

establishing the vine, pruning in winter, and training and pruning in summer for high-quality fruit.  
It will also cover some of the most common problems found in table grapes in the home garden. 

 
1.5   The Latest Research on Bee-Friendly Gardens 

Speaker: Gail Langellotto 

This talk will review the plants and practices that have been shown to promote native bee 
abundance and diversity in home gardens. We will also highlight the importance of urban and 

suburban gardens to bee conservation efforts, and small changes that any gardener can make to 
benefit bees. 
 

1.6   Be Bear Aware  
Speaker: Dana Sanchez 

Bears are fascinating animals and important parts of the ecological community but conflicts are bad 
news for all involved. Overlap between human communities and bear habitat is increasing, but 
there is much we can do to avoid creating conflicts. We will review basic bear ecology and learn 

about best practices developed by the Get Bear Smart Society of Canada that helped Whistler, BC 
become a leading Bear Smart community. 

 
1.7   Avoiding the Green Meatball: How and When to Prune Flowering Shrubs 

Speaker: Neil Bell 
Often what passes for pruning in many landscapes is shearing of the plant annually into some sort 
of geometric shape, of which the sphere (or meatball) is among the most popular. Entire 

landscapes can be pruned in this way, such that the original growth habit of the various plants in 
the garden (and their identity, in extreme cases) is indistinguishable. Besides being mindless 

horticulture, this practice often is more work than pruning to the natural habit of the plant and 



eliminates from the landscape the texture and form-and often flowers-that plants of different 
architectures contribute.  This class will cover identification of growth habit and flowering of shrubs 

so that the array of plants in your Rogue Valley garden can be pruned the right way at the right 
time. 

 
1.8   Healthy Gardeners 

Speaker: Mike Pennington 

Replace your pain, frustration and pills with activities you love doing…gardening!  Let Physical 
Therapy change your world.  If you want to maintain or improve your current state of health for 

gardening then this class is a must! 
 
1.9   Fall in Love with Annuals and Seeds  

Speaker: Rhianna Simes 
Enjoy learning about the botany and physiology of what actually happens during flower fertilization, 

how seeds are formed, and why we should be in awe of this natural botanical cycle. This class is a 
fun way to deepen your understanding and love of annual plants and seeds.  

 
 

SESSION 2      (10:45 am – 12:15 pm)   
 

 

2.1  Basic Botany for Plant ID 

Speaker: Rachel Werling 
With the aim of improving our plant identification skills, this class will build the knowledge scaffold 
needed to open our eyes to what we see when we look at plants. We will practice recognizing the 

characteristic patterns of several common plant families.  We’ll have hands on activities and you 
will never see your salad the same way again! 

 
2.2   Sustainable Landscaping  

Speaker: Al Shay 

Who’s really making the choices when we design a landscape?  A fun exploration as to why we do 
what we do in the American Landscape. 
 

2.3   Managing Your Land for Biodiversity and Resilience using Native Plants 

Speakers: Kathryn Prive and Sean Prive 
Native plants support pollinators, wildlife and require fewer resources to thrive. This talk is aimed 

at helping landowners better understand why, how, when, and where to plant and re-plant with 
native species including wildflowers, grasses, shrubs, and trees. Special areas of focus will include 
restoration of understory plant communities, how native species help to reduce noxious weed 

infestations and wildfire risks, as well as recommendations for how to source locally grown native 
plant materials and information about current efforts to increase the regional native plant supply. 

 
2.4   Producing Blueberries in Your Home Garden or On Your Patio – Methods for 

Success! 
Speaker: Dr. Bernadine Strik  

Blueberries are the hardest berry crop to grow with very specific soil, fertilizer, and pruning 

requirements. Don’t be discouraged – with the right methods you WILL be successful. This class 
will cover how to amend the soil in your yard or what to use for “soil” in a raised bed or container, 

how to plant, fertilize, and pruning techniques to ensure your plants will establish well and produce 
fruit for many years!  
 

2.5   All about Fragrance in the Garden 
Speaker:  Marjorie Neal 

Scents do make sense! Birds, bees, bats and bugs each seek specific plant odors that guide them 
to flowers with nectar and pollen and places to lay their eggs. People enjoy many flower 



fragrances, but also use scents as tools to attract mates or to cover up nasty smells. Learn about 
plants with these wonderful attributes and how to use them to advantage in your garden. 

 
2.6   Dueling with Diggers 

Speaker: Dana Sanchez 
Our human skills at growing nutritious plants and building structures to keep out the weather 
create tempting opportunities for many animals whose habitat overlaps with ours. Especially 

challenging are the animals that are master excavators. We will discuss the ecology, challenges, 
and opportunities involved with common digging animal species with which we must often duel.  

 
2.7   The Humble Groundcover. A New Look at an Old Landscape Staple 

Speaker: Neil Bell 

Groundcovers are the workhorses of our landscapes, being responsible for weed management as 
well as beautification of our gardens. When we consider broadleaved evergreen flowering 

groundcovers, these have tended to be typecast and expected to be very diminutive plants which 
do not exceed an arbitrary 6” or so in height. If we expand this to include taller and wide-spreading 
shrubs, there is a wide array of very diverse and attractive plants at our disposal for this 

fundamental landscape role. This presentation will discuss the role of evergreen flowering shrubs as 
groundcovers in the garden and provide low-maintenance suggestions for Rogue Valley gardens. 

 
2.8   Soil Fertility in Garden Beds: N, P, K and Beyond 

Speaker: Dr. Gordon Jones 
Do you know which nutrients are limiting the growth of your veggies? Did you know that many 
organic garden beds have excessive soil phosphorus? In this course, we will review how nutrients 

move through garden ecosystems, discuss the importance of soil testing, and learn about the ways 
to ensure your soil fertility is in balance. 

 
2.9  All about Roots and Regenerative Gardening  

Speaker: Rhianna Simes 

Have fun learning about the role of roots for growing healthy plants, building soil, and regenerative 
gardening. You will learn all about roots, the rhizosphere, what to do in your garden, and why! You 

will leave this class in awe of roots, obsessed with radishes, and you will have seeds to plant! 
 
 
 

SESSION 3      (1:15 – 2:30 pm)  
  

 
3.1   Regenerative Agriculture: A Powerful Tool for Responding to Climate Change 

Speaker: Scott Goode 
Regenerative Agriculture provides a way for farmers to produce nutrient dense food, improve the 

soil, enhance soil moisture and resilience against drought, and dramatically lower Greenhouse 
Gases in the atmosphere. This presentation looks at some specific techniques and how they work. 

 
3.2   Top 10 Beneficial Insects to Know & Love 

Speaker: Kristina Lefever 

More than three-quarters of all animal species are insects! Insects are crucial for our gardens and 
landscapes for so many reasons.  Come to this class to find out -  

 What are beneficial insects? 
 Why do we love them? 
 Which ones are ‘the best’? 

 How do we get and keep them in our garden? 
Kristina's presentation answers these questions, and helps people realize why we want lots of 

insects in our garden, especially the ones we don’t even see.  
 

 
 



3.3   Native Asters, Bulbs & Lupines for the Home Garden 
Speaker: Suzie Savoie 

Explore the possibilities of gardening with native plants for the benefit of pollinators and 
biodiversity by focusing on three specific native plant types: asters, bulbs and lupines. We will dive 

into various species of each, highlighting easy-to-grow or garden-friendly species that do well in a 
wide range of garden environments. Topics will include plant descriptions, garden use, value to 
pollinators, propagation by seed, transplanting potted plants and ideal garden conditions for each 

species covered.  
 

3.4  All About Apples 
Speaker:  Dr. Deborah Nelson 

Did you know there were more than 2.500 varieties of apples grown in the U.S.?  This presentation 

will introduce viewers to the world of great-tasting heritage apples beyond those that are available 
at the local grocer or plant nursery.  The presentation will include a short history of the modern 

apple, an introduction to a few of the best heritage apples, and the basics of growing and using 
apples for fresh eating, culinary use, and the production of hard cider and juice. 
 

3.5   Herbs:  Grow, Harvest & Use 
Speaker: Joanie Kintscher 

If you are a gardener, herbaceous herbs are a beautiful addition to your garden.  If you are a cook, 
adding herbs can render everyday dishes extraordinary.  If you are into natural health, herbs are a 

way to improve nutrition and well-being.  Let’s meet to share all that we know.  
 
3.6   Silent Spring 2.0 

Speaker: Phylis McIntosh 
New and improved pesticides, even the organics, threaten more bird loss than Rachel Carson 

(Author of Silent Spring, published in 1962) could imagine. Songbird populations again could be 

the indicators of the environmental damage pesticides cause, and Rogue Valley gardeners can help 

be part of the solution.  

3.7   Trees of Southern Oregon 
Speaker: Michael Oxendine 

Did you know that the Klamath-Siskiyou bioregion is one of the four richest temperate coniferous 
forests in the world? We are so fortunate in Southern Oregon to have such a diverse species of 
trees that grow and thrive here. Let me guide you through a digital-visual tour of significant trees 

and botanical tours located right here in Southern Oregon.  
 

3.8  Creating a New Garden: What Really Matters? 
Speaker:  Donna Rhee   

After a lifetime of gardening in already established gardens, this was an opportunity to start with a 

“blank canvas” and fully experience the development of a new garden. The garden, now in its third 
year, is a fully established collection of favorites, native plants, and pollinators attracting not only 

bees and butterflies but bird species that were not evident in the garden in year one.  Looking 
forward to sharing with you what worked, what did not and what appears to matter.  
 

 
 

SESSION 4      (2:45 – 4:15 pm)   
 

 
4.1  Including Climate Change in your Garden Planning 

Speaker: Scott Goode 

As the climate change picture becomes clearer, we can begin to make informed decisions about 
adapting to those changes. There are even ways to do your part in lowering Greenhouse Gases in 
your own garden planning. 

 
 



4.2   Microgreens 
Speaker: Christi Reilly 

Join your local microgreen farmers in exploring the methods, benefits and techniques to producing 
your own microgreens at home. Microgreens are the first week’s growth of many of your favorite 

vegetables. Ongoing nutritional research has shown that these baby greens are not only beautiful 
but are often far more nutritious than their adult counterparts. These greens only require a warm, 
lit location to grow for 2 to 3 weeks before harvest. In this class you will learn how to grow 

microgreens at home, explore some of the recent research on this developing nutritional field and 
taste a variety of microgreens produced here in Southern Oregon.  

 
4.3   Propagating Native Plants from Seed 

Speaker: Suzie Savoie 

Learn the tricks of the trade to propagate your favorite native plants from seed. This class will 
present basic skills for successful native seed collection, cleaning and propagation to help you grow 

native plants to increase biodiversity and habitat in your garden. Native plant seeds have a 
reputation as being difficult to grow, but with some basic skills and a willingness to experiment you 
can propagate beautiful native plants from seed. Topics will include ethical native seed collection 

techniques, seed cleaning with basic home supplies, seed germination requirements for specific 
species, growing natives in nursery pots, and direct seeding techniques.  

 
4.4   The Best Veggies for the Rogue Valley 

Speaker: Ronnie Budge 
Beginning gardener? New to the Rogue Valley? Still struggling to grow carrots from seed, or 
produce lettuce during our hot summer months?  This class will review the basics of vegetable 

gardening, and offer tips for how to succeed with vegetable varieties that grow well in our climate.  
The presenter says that if she can grow vegetables, so can you! 
 

4.5  The Care and Hybridization of Daylilies 
Speaker: Marsha Waite 

This class will teach you how to grow wonderful daylilies and how to create your own unique one-
of-a-kind hybrids to leave as a legacy for family and friends.  Come and see why daylilies have 

become one of the most hybridized flowers in the world; we’re not talking about creating ditch lilies 
here!  You’ll never look at daylilies the same way again. 
 

4.6  The Dry Shade Challenge 
Speaker:  Bonni Criswell 

One of the most difficult gardening conditions is dry shade.  Extensive root competition and canopy 
coverage from large, established trees is often the culprit, but urban settings with too many 
moisture robbing impermeable surfaces, or covered locations without the benefit of rainfall can 

often be to blame as well.  No matter the cause, dry shade can thwart even the most experienced 
gardeners.  Come learn about tactics to encourage more successful growth and the plants best 

suited to these challenging sites. 
 
4.7  The Basics of Beekeeping 

Speaker: Sharon Schmidt 
Beekeeping is an exciting adventure.  But like every adventure, you need to have a plan. 

Beekeeper and founder of Cascade Girl Organization, Sharon Schmidt divides the essentials into 
three categories: knowledge, skill and ability.  A Beginning element of knowledge includes the 
Beekeeping Calendar which informs you about what Honey Bees are doing, floral resources 

available to them and what Beekeepers do during each quarter of the year to help their Honey 
Bees to flourish!  The Discussion on Skill focuses on handling necessary tools, including the most 

important piece of basic Beekeeping Equipment: the Smoker.  The lecture finishes with a 
discussion of various types of hives and an assessment of necessary physical abilities and/or 
workarounds for the new beekeeper.  

 
 



4.8  How to Train and Grow Espaliered Fruit Trees 
Speaker: Joey Sparks 

We will discuss the theory, practicality, and purpose of Espaliered fruit trees. Lean how to grow 
fruit trees in less space without losing production. Espaliered Fruit trees are ornamental and can be 

used in landscape and garden design as well.  In addition, we will discuss other unique ways to 
train and grow fruit trees.  
 

4.9  Creating a Backyard Bird Habitat 
Speaker: Laura Fleming 

We will discuss the four basic elements necessary for any bird habitat, (food, water, shelter and 
nesting spaces), while analyzing what you might already have available and discuss how you can 
supplement various elements to attract the greatest variety of birds to your garden spaces.  We 

will also talk about common problems and ways to solve those issues.  
 

Meet the Speakers 
  

Bell, Neil 

 

 

 

Neil Bell is a Community Horticulturist for the OSU 
Extension Service in Marion and Polk Counties. Since 
2000 he has overseen the Consumer Horticulture 

program in Marion County and Polk County, which 
includes the Master Gardener program. His efforts with 

curriculum development for the Master Gardener 
program have been presentations and written materials 
on pruning of ornamental plants and especially on 

diagnosis of plant problems.  He lives and gardens with 
his family on 5 acres west of Monmouth 

1.7   Avoiding the Green Meatball: How and When 
to Prune Flowering Shrubs 
2.7   The Humble Groundcover, A New Look at an 

Old Landscape Staple 
 

Budge, Ronnie 

 
 

 
Ronnie Budge’s first garden was a window box over a 
fire escape in New York City. It wasn’t until she moved 

to Southern Oregon in 1971 that she attempted to 
garden in earnest. For the next 40 years the results of 

her efforts could most charitably be called “mixed”. Then 
in 2011 she took the Jackson County Master Gardener 

training course at the OSU Extension Service, and her 
vegetable garden and small greenhouse began to 
overflow with more produce than she could eat. She 

continues to volunteer with the Master Gardener 
program and take classes to further improve her 

vegetable-growing skills. 
4.4  The Best Veggies for the Rogue Valley 
 

  



Criswell, Bonni 

 

 

 
Bonni Criswell is a landscape designer who has designed 

many gardens in our area. She works at Shooting Star 
Nursery, and helps clients there choose plants that grow 

and thrive in the Rogue Valley. This class will focus on 
plants that are both attractive and drought tolerant and 
appropriate planting and irrigating techniques. 

4.6   The Dry Shade Challenge 

Eichner, Anna 

 

 

 

 

Anna Eichner holds a Permaculture Design Certificate 
from the OSU Department of Horticulture and specializes 

in Farmscape design, carbon sequestration systems and 
regenerative farming. She is currently engaged in carbon 
sequestration research with the Desert Research 

Institute in Reno, Nevada, and is creating instructional 
materials and workshops on Farmscape design and 

regenerative soil management. 
1.3  Hügelkultur: An Atmosphere-Friendly 
Alternative to Burn Piles 

 
 

 

Fleming, Laura 

 

 

 

 
Laura Fleming is a "Wild Bird Specialist" and owner of 

the Wild Birds Unlimited store in Medford, OR. She has 
developed habitat for wild birds in her yard with 
landscaping, feeders, houses, baths, and ponds, and 

enjoys a great number and variety of birds throughout 
all seasons. Her main focus in life is on conservation of 

the environment and the promotion of healthy habitats 
for birds and other wildlife. She holds a B.S. in Wildlife 
Biology and Management and is currently on the Board 

of Directors for the Rogue Valley Audubon Society 
4.9  Creating a Backyard Bird Habitat 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
Goode, Scott 

 
 
 

 
 

Scott Goode is a retired environmental scientist who 
worked in water treatment, bioremediation, and 

modeling the role of environmental factors in soil 
chemistry.  He is currently developing carbon 
sequestration and petroleum-free farming technologies 

here in the Rogue Valley and teaching classes in 
Regenerative Agriculture and Carbon Farming 

techniques. 
3.1   Regenerative Agriculture: A Powerful Tool for 
Responding to Climate Change 

4.1  Including Climate Change in your Garden 
Planning 

 
 
 

Jones, Gordon 

 

 
 

Gordon Jones is an extension agriculture faculty member 
at the OSU Southern Oregon Research and Extension 

Center. He holds degrees in sustainable agriculture and 
crop and soil science from Warren Wilson College and 
Virginia Tech. Gordon teaches extension classes and 

provides technical assistance around pasture and crop 
management, soil fertility and health, and pesticide 

stewardship in Jackson and Josephine counties. 
2.8   Soil Fertility in Garden Beds: N, P, K and 
Beyond 

 
 

 
 
 

Kintscher, Joanie 

 

 

 
 

Joanie Kintscher combines a fascination with growing 
things, cooking and eating, along with a Master 
Gardener education and a Waldorf teaching credential. 

Add 25 years of running an organic farm in the Napa 
Valley, and you end up with a need to share with others 

interested in all of this. 
3.5   Herbs:  Grow, Harvest & Use 
 

  

 



Langellotto, Gail 

 

 

 
 

Gail Langellotto is a Professor of Horticulture at OSU, 
where she also coordinates the statewide Master 

Gardener Program. She has a B.S. in biology and a M.S. 
and Ph.D. in entomology, all from the University of 
Maryland. Her lab group has active projects on native 

plants and garden pollinators in Western Oregon, and 
she is here to share what she has found. 

1.5   The Latest Research on Bee-Friendly Gardens 
 

Lefever, Kristina 

 

 

 
 

Kristina Lefever moved to the Rogue Valley in 2012 and 
immediately became enamored with the region's flora 
and fauna, especially our pollinators. At the same time, 

she was becoming aware of the unprecedented decline 
of all pollinators and the associated implications for our 

food and eco systems. Kristina loves teaching about our 
native bees, butterflies, flies, wasps, beetles, and 
hummingbirds, and the plants and habitats that best 

support them. She and her husband turned their barren 
property in Ashland into a pollinator garden, with many 

native plants, trees and dandelions, but of course it's 
never finished. 
3.2   Top 10 Beneficial Insects to Know & Love 

 

McIntosh, Phylis 

 

 
Phylis McIntosh has a BS is in Biology and a Masters in 
Forest Pathology. Dwarf Mistletoe in Ponderosa Pine to 

be exact. Affirmative Action in the 70’s got her first Job 
with the USFS Insect and Disease Control in the regional 

office in Portland. Loved the field work, hated the office, 
and sadly the greater part of the year was spent in the 
office. Left after two summers and two years and 

headed into the private sector. Spent a couple years as 
a tropical plant buyer for a large florist and can still, if 

hard pressed, make a bridal bouquet or a casket cover. 
Finally landed her dream job in 1979 as a nursery stock 
buyer for a two- store garden center that grew into 

seven stores in the following years. Spending lots of the 
company money on plants. They carried over 200 

varieties of Rhododendron, and at its’ peak sold over 
20,000 roses. 



Phylis has always gardened so always been interested in 
insects.  She knows of the need for pollinators and is 

fascinated by their variety and habits. The Master 
Gardener program has given her the opportunity to truly 

study the insects in her new garden and to discover that 
some, like Bumble Bees are in peril. And she finally 
learned that the velvety little black spider that runs all 

over in every lawn she ever had, is a Slender-legged 
Wolf Spider. A terrific little predator. For the last two 

years she has been involved with the Oregon Bee 
Survey. A five year citizen science project to collect and 
catalog all of the species of native bees in Oregon.  

3.6   Silent Spring 2.0 
 

 
 

Neal, Marjorie 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Marjorie Neal is a veteran Master Gardener (class of 
1994) who has taught vegetable and flower gardening 

techniques in Southern Oregon for the past 20 years. 
Now gardening in small spaces, she has a keen interest 
in attracting pollinators and creating a garden of sweet 

fragrances to enjoy.   
2.5  All about Fragrance in the Garden 

Nelson, Deborah Dr. 

 

 

Dr. Deborah Nelson is a retired research biologist who 
currently lives with her husband on their dream 
retirement property near Big Butte Creek in Trail, OR. 

Drawing on her background as a plant ecologist and 
physiologist, she spends much of her time tending her 

home orchard and gardens. Her orchard includes many 
rare and unusual heritage fruits, including specialty 
apples and pears for the production of hard cider and 

juice, as well as a variety of small fruits and berries. An 
avid cook, she looks forward to the summer bounty of 

delicious fresh fruits each year and finding new ways to 
preserve the harvest for future enjoyment. Other 
interests include trail riding and carriage driving with her 

two horses, and exploring Oregon’s many scenic outdoor 
wonders. 

3.4  All About Apples 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



Oxendine, Michael 

 

 

 
Michael Oxendine has spent the better part of two 

decades working with trees and plants in Southern 
Oregon. He developed a special love and passion for 

native plants and trees in high school while working 
for his best friend Dave Bish, owner of Plant Oregon 
Nursery. Mike spent over a decade working as the 

Landscape Superintendent for Southern Oregon 
University and while there created the largest University 

Botanical Tour in the US, designated the SOU campus as 
a Tree Campus USA, a Certified Wildlife Habitat, and the 
first ever Bee Campus USA. Mike is a Board Certified 

Master Arborist and has been professionally climbing and 
caring for trees for 15 years. Mike is the APRC's Parks 

Superintendent where he works to make Ashland Parks 
the best places to spend time in Ashland. 
3.7   Trees of Southern Oregon 

Pennington, Mike 

 

 

 
Mike Pennington, MSPT is the owner of Turning Point 

Physical Therapy in Talent, Oregon.  He is married with 
six children, enjoys gardening, woodworking and 

exercising.  Mike enjoys teaching others how to end pain 
and maintain a healthy body. 
1.8   Healthy Gardeners 

 

Prive, Kathryn 

 

  
 

Kathryn Prive has been working as the coordinator for 
the Rogue Native Plant Partnership since 2016 and is a 
founding member and executive director of The 

Understory Initiative. Kathryn has an M.S. in population 
genetics and ecological restoration from Oregon State 

University and a B.S in Environmental Science from the 
University of Oregon. Kathryn has expertise in 

partnership coordination, seed transfer zones, ecological 
restoration and botany and is passionate about native 
plant community restoration and seed production. 

2.3  Managing your Land for Biodiversity and 
Resilience using Native Plants 

 



Prive, Sean 

 

 

 

 
Sean Prive has over a decade of experience in natural 

resource planning, restoration ecology, wetland ecology, 
and rare plant surveys. He holds an M.S. in plant 

community ecology from Oregon State University in 
Corvallis and a B.S. in Environmental Science from The 
Evergreen State College. Sean works with The 

Understory Initiative to provide technical assistance, 
plant surveys, and restoration planning and is also 

managing partner with Understory Consulting LLC, a 
local ecological consulting firm. 
2.3  Managing your Land for Biodiversity and 

Resilience using Native Plants 
 

Reilly, Christi 

 

 

 
Christi Reilly and her husband Kyle Reilly founded 

TerraSol Organics (2013) specializing in growing 
microgreens, and became certified organic in 2015. They 
were introduced to microgreens in Reno, NV in 2011 and 

after training with a microgreen company there, they 
relocated to Southern Oregon. They love producing 

these greens throughout the year and sell weekly at 
multiple farmers markets, grocery stores and 
restaurants throughout the Rogue Valley. They are also 

working with a wholesale distributor to send product out 
of the area. Christi received her B.S. in Environmental 

Science and M.S. in Hydrology and Kyle loved working 
with farmers and selling produce in his hometown Reno, 
NV. They have two little boys, on their farm in Williams. 

4.2   Microgreens 
 

Rhee, Donna 

 
 

 
Donna Rhee has lived in Ashland for 21 years, 18 of 
those years gardening on 1/3 of an acre, more recently 

on much less.  She has been President and member of 
the Board of the Southern Oregon Land Conservancy for 

14 years, and continues on the  
Lands Committee.   Donna has also been a member of 
the Ashland Garden Club for 19 years, with a term as 

President and served on the Board. 
3.8   Creating a New Garden: What Really Matters? 

 



 
Sanchez, Dana 

 

 

 

Dana Sanchez has been with OSU for a little over 10 
years as an Extension Wildlife Specialist. Her position 

also includes research, primarily on terrestrial native 
mammals, and efforts to broaden participation in the 
natural science fields. When  not at work, she enjoys 

spending time walking and doing dog sports with Strega, 
her Toller, growing tomatoes, and doing family history 

research. 
1.6   Be Bear Aware 
2.6   Dueling with Diggers 

 

Savoie, Suzie 

 

 

 
Suzie Savoie is co-owner of Siskiyou Ecological Services 
and Klamath-Siskiyou Native Seeds, is the Conservation 

Chair for the Siskiyou Chapter Native Plant Society of 
Oregon and is co-author of Native Pollinator Plants for 

Southern Oregon. Suzie has worked in the nursery 
industry for many years and is currently focused on 
native seed collection services, online native seed sales, 

a native plant nursery, and native plant consultation. 
She is an avid hiker, gardener, native plant enthusiast, 

and off-grid homesteader. For seventeen years Suzie 
has been using native plants for gardens and habitat 
restoration on her property in the Applegate Valley, and 

she enjoys helping others do the same.             
3.3   Native Asters, Bulbs & Lupines for the Home 

Garden 
4.3   Propagating Native Plants from Seed 
 

Schmidt, Sharon 

 

 

Sharon Schmidt is the founder of the nonprofit, Cascade 
Girl Organization, Sharon Schmidt is fond of saying that 

"Honey was my Gateway Drug into Beekeeping".  It 
triggered all the memories of her childhood fascination 
with bees which she came by honestly as she is the 

granddaughter of Midwestern farmer/ dairy 
producers who were also beekeepers.   Her practice and 

research interests lie in the areas of ethical beekeeping, 
honey sensory analysis, mindfulness, education of 
underserved populations, soil health, honeybee 

nutrition, recognizing and minimizing the effects of 
pesticides, regenerative agriculture, regenerative 

beekeeping and opportunities for women in beekeeping. 
4.7   The Basics of Beekeeping 
 

 
 

 
 



Shay, Al 

 

 

 
Al Shay currently teaches Landscape Design, Landscape 

Maintenance, Sustainable Landscape Construction, and 
building sustainable landscapes for the 21st century. In 

addition, he is the site manager for the Oak Creek 
Center for Urban Horticulture and faculty advisor for the 
Horticulture club. His focus is sustainable horticultural 

practices for the home landscape: greenroofs, 
greenwalls, rain gardens, and hedge rows. He is 

currently the department liaison with campus facilities 
for a wide array of horticultural projects. 
1.2   Pruning Tools and Tips 

2.2   Sustainable Landscaping 
 

 
 

Simes, Rhianna 

 

Rhianna Simes is the Executive Director of Our Family 

Farms, a non-profit that grew out of the successful 
campaign to ban GMO crops from Jackson County. She 

grew up on a 100-acre farm and vineyard in central 
Texas. She has a Masters of Science in Education and 
Botany from Southern Oregon University. Rhianna 

recently retired from 10 years as an instructor at the 
Oregon State University Extension Service, where she 

developed the Land Steward program, and also 
coordinated the Master Gardener program. She lives 
with her husband and two young children outside 

Phoenix, OR where they operate their own 1 acre, 
educational mini-farm called Verdant Phoenix 

(specializing in organic plant starts, perennial food, and 
healthy soil). Rhianna is a plant nerd who is passionate 
about local food, seed sovereignty, and building 

community! 
1.9   Fall in Love with Annuals and Seeds 

2.9   All about Roots and Regenerative Gardening 
 

Sparks, Joey 

 

 
Joey Sparks is a seasoned Horticulturist. For the past 5 
years he has worked for Shooting Star Nursery where he 

can be found helping people with all things plants from 
orchard design to specialty gardens. His interests in 

plants include fruiting plants, natives, and perennials. 
After studying Horticulture in college, he became deeply 
interested in plants that can grow in our unique growing 

climate. 
4.8  How to Train and Grow Espaliered Fruit Trees 

 

  



Strik, Bernadine Dr. 

 
 

 
Dr. Bernadine Strik is a Professor of Horticulture at OSU 

and is responsible for Extension educational programs 
for the commercial berry crop industries, research, and 

teaching.  Bernadine has an active interest and 
involvement in the home horticulture program. She has 
developed 15 publications for home gardeners and is 

involved in the Master Gardener training program. 
Bernadine is a world renowned berry crop expert with 

many scientific research papers and book chapters 
published.  
1.4   High Quality Table Grapes from Your Yard to 

Your Table 
2.4   Producing Blueberries in your Home Garden 

or on Your Patio – Methods for Success! 
 

 
Waite, Marsha 

 

 
Marsha Waite has been a Master Gardener since 1995 

and has been a Plant Clinic Coordinator for 22 years, 
answering the public’s questions on all facets of 

gardening and pest control. Marsha has taught 
Entomology and Integrated Pest Management many 
years to new prospective Master Gardeners in several 

counties besides Jackson. She has given lectures on 
organic gardening, plant diseases, structure pests, and 

garden and landscape pest management to many garden 
clubs, symposiums and Extension programs, as well as 
training Master Gardeners and advisors in the Plant 

Clinic each year. She has written many gardening 
articles for the Mail Tribune and the Garden Beet and is 

the Garden Education Mentor for the Daylily 
Demonstration Garden on the Extension grounds. She 
was given the Oregon State Master Gardener of the year 

award in 2007, and was the State Behind the Scenes 
award recipient in 2016. 

4.5  The Care and Hybridization of Daylilies 
 

Werling, Rachel

l  

 

Rachel Werling is a professional botanist with a masters 
in plant biology.  She has more than 20 years of 

experience in the field surveying native plants 
throughout the PNW and overseas. Rachel is faculty at 

OSU Southern Oregon Research and Extension Center.        
1.1   Chasing Wildflowers 
2.1   Basic Botany for Plant ID 

 

  


