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“We learn, practice and teach
the art and science of gardening
in the Rogue Valley.”

Welcome to the
Class of 2020
By Jane Moyer

hours for students have been
reduced to 60 hours and
participation in the
The Class of 2020 arrived for
Demonstration Gardens will be
their first day of the Master
highly encouraged but no longer
Gardener Class on Wednesday
required.
Jan. 22 and, probably without
knowing it, made their mark on
This class already appears to
the Master Gardener landscape.
have many endearing
In an effort to make
the
characteristics: enthusiasm,
first day more
initiative, background
welcoming
gardening knowledge,
and less
willingness to
stressful,
volunteer, and concern
Master
for others.
Gardener
Many were
Coordinator
anxious to offer
Erika
help as soon as they
Szonntag
walked in the door and
changed
throughout the morning. In
the first day
to an
describing their gardening
organizational
half-day
history, including the number of
rather than trying to combine all
years, it was determined the
the organizational details with
students and veterans in the room
instruction. Additionally, in an
had over 2500 years of gardening
effort to bring the Jackson County in their backgrounds.
program more in line with other
To this writer, though, their
Oregon and national Master
most endearing quality was their
Gardener programs, the length of
immediate acceptance of each
the course has been reduced to
other as fellow gardeners. One
eleven weeks with April 1 being
student described how gardening
the final class. (NOTE: The
helped him through a period of
Master Gardener Practicum will
homelessness. Another grew
still run through the Saturday
after the Spring Garden Fair,
Continued on Page 2
May 9.) Finally, volunteer
Master Gardener 2005
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There’s a place
for service on
the board
It’s an honor to serve as your
JCMGA president for 2020,
especially following in the
footsteps of Susan Koenig, who
led our association through so
many accomplishments last year.
One of our
traditions is
for the
president to
write a lead
article for
Garden Beet
each month.
I hope to use
these articles
to inform
President
members
about the
Ronnie Budge
many parts
Master Gardener
of the
2011
association
which, working together, enable
us to “learn, practice, and teach
the art and science of gardening
in the Rogue Valley.” This first
article is about the Board of
Directors.
•••
“It’s fun.” “When I’m here I
feel like I’m with family.”
“Everyone’s so friendly.”
Continued on Page 4
February 2020

Lynn Kunstman, a natural for all seasons
By Maxine Cass
Master Gardener 2015

“In Master Gardeners,” smiles
Lynn Kunstman, Jackson County
Master Gardener ™ Association
President-elect, “I have found my
tribe!”
The retired Talent and Ashland
Middle School special education
and science teacher launched her
Master Gardener career in 2012.
By 2014, Lynn was a Practicum
mentor to a “green” breed of
student. She appeared on the
Master Gardener “In the Garden”
television show. In 2019, the new
Practicum Native Plants Nursery,
with Lynn’s supervision,
contributed to popular native
plant “pop-up” sales.
Some of those plants were
nurtured in her own garden on a
Medford corner lot. “My front
yard is certified as a Monarch
Way Station, Pollinator Garden,
and Wildlife Habitat. Neighbors

passing by
and seeing
my ‘messy
yard’,” she
laughs –
where 35
bird species
visit – "can
read the
certification
signs to
learn why it
looks like it
does.” The
back yard
has vegetables year-round with
summer orchard, grapes and
berries.
And Lynn’s gardening style?
“Nature’s my model garden, a
modern ‘less is more’ garden,
with no style at all.” While the
smell of roses and lilacs takes her
back to her childhood in the East
San Francisco Bay Area, she’s
currently replacing non-natives
with natives, declaring, “I do

NOT coddle my plants!”
Lynn also enjoys preserving
food, cooking, crocheting,
watercolor painting, reading,
hiking, and, unexpectedly, “I’m a
singer in my band, Ur Mom.” She
names husband Jim Brobisky,
two sons and two grandsons,
along with the health to enjoy
them, as the best things in her
life.

Class of 2020 takes their seats
Continued from Page 1
emotional as she described
returning to her parents’ burned
home in Sonoma to find peonies,
daffodils, and rose bushes coming
back to life. The caring
compassion shown to each
reminded me again that gardeners
are truly nice people.
So who are these forty-four
wonderful people? Forty-one of
them are female, three are male.
Forty-two are taking the class in
person while two are taking it
online. Twenty-three live in
Medford and nine in Ashland
while four come from Talent,
three from Central Point, two
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each from Eagle Point and
Applegate, and one from
Jacksonville.
My hat is off to the twelve
students who are taking the class
while still working. Twenty-one
are retired with many of those
having waited to take the class
until this time in their life.
Professional backgrounds include
the medical and education fields,
self-employment, and service
industries. Most are self-taught
gardeners, with experience
ranging from beginners to those
with formal gardening education.
As usual, the common uniting
quality is a desire to learn,
practice, and teach the art and
Page 2

science of gardening in the Rogue
Valley.
And, so, the Jackson County
Master Gardener Association
would like to welcome Mary,
Diann and Diana, Cori, the two
Lucys, the two Karens and Karin,
Jax, Laura, Lora, and Laurel,
Samantha, Devyn, Jennica,
Carolyn, Cassandra, Lesley, Lisa,
Barbara, Carmen, Cindy, Ellie,
Marc, Sean, Mindy, Linda, Lia,
Ann, Joanne, Carolyn, Catherine,
Thomas, Kristi, Lindsey, Terry,
Mary Beth, Mindy, Debra,
Cheryl, Ronda, Maluhia, and
Romina. Welcome to the Jackson
County Master Gardener family!

January 2020

Oregon State University

2020 Master Gardener Program Training Schedule
Wednesdays 9:00 am to 3:30 pm
Southern Oregon Research and Extension Center, 569 Hanley Road, Central Point
Date

Time

Topic

Instructor

SG
Chpt.

22-Jan

AM

Orientation and Introduction

SOREC and JCMGA

-

PM

-

AM

Botany Basics

Rachel Werling

1

PM

Gardening with Native Plants

Kathryn Prive

1 & 22

AM

Sustainable Design

Bonni Criswell

21

PM

Vegetable Gardening
in the Rogue Valley

Lynn Kunstman

7

AM

Tree ID

Erika Szonntag

22

AM

House Plants

Jane Moyer

13

PM

Soils

Scott Goode

2

AM

Pesticide Safety in the Garden

Sara Runkel & Erika Szonntag

19

PM

Vertebrate Pest Management

Dana Sanchez

18

AM

Basic Entomology

Marsha Waite

14

PM

Plant Pathology

Jay Pscheidt

15

AM

Waterwise Gardening

Erika Szonntag

6

AM

Succulents

Annie Schreck

PM

Pruning Strategies

Steve Siewert

4

AM

Weed ID

Sara Runkel

17

PM

Composting

Scott Goode

5

AM

Demo Garden and
Plant Clinic Orientation

-

PM

IPM - Emphasis on Orchards

Katy Mallams, Erika Szonntag,
Dolly Travers, & Marsha
Waite
Steve Renquist

20

AM

Berry Crops

Bernadine Strik

11

PM

Problem Diagnosis

Neil Bell

16

AM

Final Exam Review

Erika Szonntag

-

29-Jan
5-Feb

12-Feb

19-Feb
26-Feb
4-Mar

11-Mar
18-Mar

25-Mar
1-Apr

-

All regular class sessions are eligible for Continuing Education Units for current Master Gardeners
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Become a part of JCMGA’s leadership
Continued from Page 1
These are some of the comments
heard at a Board of Directors
orientation in December. Who would
have thought it would be “fun” to
serve on a board? Many of us had
assiduously avoided any JCMGA
commitment that involved meetings
of the sorts boards usually conduct:
dealing with budgets, bylaws,
fundraising, long range planning, and
so forth. And then for one reason or
another we finally agreed to serve
and found ourselves enjoying the
experience.
The board is comprised of two
groups. The first is those persons who
are elected by all members of
JCMGA. Their positions are typical
of any board of directors:
The president, vice-president, and
past president who lead meetings and
make sure the Board follows our
bylaws and Robert’s Rules of Order;
the treasurer and assistant treasurer
who pay the bills and make sure we
don’t overspend; the archivist,

recording secretary, and membership
secretary who keep records; and five
members-at-large who contribute in
many ways. And because we want to
hear from and support the Master
Gardener class each year, a
representative from that class is also
on the board.
Another board member is our
elected representative to the Oregon
Master Gardener Association. OMGA
is the umbrella organization of which
JCMGA is one chapter. It’s because
we belong to OMGA that we are able
to function as a non-profit
organization under Oregon law. The
OMGA rep is the liaison between the
two associations.
The second group of Board
members are the representatives from
seven Working Groups. Working
Groups join together the individuals
who are the face of JCMGA and who
carry out our mission day to day. We
“learn, practice, and teach the art and
science of gardening” through a long
list of projects like the Demonstration
Gardens at Extension, public

HELP WANTED
It takes a lot to keep our organization moving.
Here are some ways you can help. (And get your service hours.)
Spring Garden Fair
needs two area managers
to help with floor
management before and
during the fair. Contact
Kate Hassen.
Garden Education
Mentorships are available
in these gardens: Birds, Bees and
Butterfly; Roses; Compost; and
Children's Garden. Contact Jane
Moyer.
Winter Dreams/Summer Gardens
needs co-chairs. Contact Kathy
Apple or Rebecca Jurta.

Beet and committee
projects need
photographers and
graphic artists. Contact
Kate Hassen.
Garden Beet needs
writers. Possible stories
include:
* How to start seeds in winter.
* Pick a gardening problem and tell
how to fix it.
* Good gardening practices.
*What’s your style of gardening?
Contact Jack Ivers.

speaking, hosting the Spring Garden
Fair, presenting workshops at the
Winter Dreams/Summer Gardens
event in fall, providing grants and
scholarships for young people
studying horticulture, and so on.
With this much happening,
JCMGA needs a way to communicate
internally and avoid chaos. This is
accomplished by joining together
related activities into Working
Groups. The Community Outreach
Working Group, for example, is the
one that provides speakers to other
organizations, awards scholarships
and school grants, and supports
community gardens. Each of the
seven Working Groups chooses its
own representative to the Board of
Directors. Through the board’s
monthly meetings and reports, all the
work of the association can be
coordinated and supported.
And lastly there is an “ex officio”
member of the board. Erika
Szonntag, Jackson County’s Master
Gardener Coordinator, is our liaison
with Oregon State University, under
whose auspices the Master Gardener
program is conducted. All of the
teaching that JCMGA does must be
research based and meet OSU
standards. Several programs where
JCMGA members volunteer, such as
the Plant Clinic and Seed to Supper,
are OSU programs and similar ones
will be found in each Oregon county
where there is a Master Gardener
program.
So, having explained all that about
its structure, why is it fun to serve on
the JCMGA Board of Directors?
Well, this is a smart, knowledgeable,
and hard-working group. People are
cheerful and friendly, and come to
meetings having done their
homework. When we have a motion
on the floor, there’s full discussion
pro and con, and then we vote and act
on the result. When we need
Continued on Page 5
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Pathways to glorious gardens
By Janine Salvatti
Master Gardener 2019

What might make our glorious
gardens more glorious? Fewer weeds
and better maintained pathways were
the answers we heard repeatedly.
We are asking our new and veteran
Master Gardeners to join the Pathway
Maintenance Work Parties on the
following dates: The first Thursday
of February, March, and April from
10 am to 12:30 pm with lunch
provided. That’s Feb. 6, March 5, and
April 2.

We worked so hard on the gardens
last year but it seemed few others
than our own members got to
appreciate the fruits of our efforts.
We have so much to offer the
community.
One of our goals for 2020 is to
welcome more visitors to our gardens
to show the wonderful work being
done by Master Gardeners and the
OSU Master Gardener program, and
to inspire and educate our local
gardeners and folks with diverse
gardening interests.

Weed and pathway enhancement
benefits our own interests and
enjoyment of the Demonstration
Gardens and also supports our efforts
to show the gardens to their best
advantage.
Please join us on these dates. We’ll
do some work, enjoy the
camaraderie, and have a meal
together. If you have questions,
please email Janine Salvatti or text
to (541) 973-7456.

There’s a place for service on the board
Continued from Page 4
volunteers for some activity, e.g. to
plan the member picnic, hands go up
immediately. We get things done.
Granted, preparing budgets and
reviewing bylaws aren’t everyone’s
cup of tea. But I think that board
members appreciate a challenge and
delight in finding solutions to
problems. For example, facing new
expenses in 2019 like a compost
garden and higher costs for
electricity, the Fundraising Working
Group held bulb sales and a Holiday
Gala, started bottle and can
collections, held 50/50 raffles, and
more, to great success.
And we really enjoyed hosting
events to celebrate the work of all
JCMGA members, like the end-ofsummer picnic and awards
presentation, and the graduation
ceremony for our newest Master
Gardener class.
So – next summer, when the

Remember to log your
volunteer hours!

The Beet

Nominating Committee asks
members to put their names up for
election to the board for 2021 – I
hope many of you reading this will
volunteer!
And if this column makes you
want to be on the board immediately,
there’s an opening! Currently there
are no chairs for the Winter Dreams/
Summer Gardens event to be held
next November. Rebecca Jurta and
Kathy Apple, who did such a
masterful job organizing the 2019
WD/SG, have prepared a report that
explains everything that needs to be
done and how to do it, even
including suggested new topics for
workshops. So it can be a “paint by
numbers” project. Or, if you prefer
to color outside the box, that’s okay
too. If you love planning and
organizing events, this job’s for you.
Contact Rebecca, Kathy, or me for
more info and you too can have fun
as a member of the JCMGA Board
of Directors.
P. S. The JCMGA Board of
Directors meets regularly on the
second Friday of each month from
9:30 – 11:30 a.m. in the Extension
auditorium (except for May, when
Page 5

we will meet on May 11). All
members are welcome to attend and
participate in discussions. Minutes
are published in Garden Beet and on
the JCMGA website (sign in as a
member to find them and also board
committee reports). And if you’re a
visual learner and would like to see a
diagram that shows the board
structure I described above, you’ll
find that on the website and also in
the Member Directory coming your
way this spring.

Letter to the editor
Greetings,
I want to express my appreciation
for the wonderful article regarding
the OSU Cooperator Award.
JCMGA really is family to me, so
many dear friends, so much fun,
such a rich opportunity to create
beautiful and enduring projects.
The Cooperator Award is more a
recognition of a community than it
is a recognition of an individual.
Thank you,
Scott Goode
February 2020
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Continuing education opportunities abound
Dear Gardeners,
University, has recently put
lectures with photos and videos. Each
together
an
online
course
series
module consists of 4-8 lectures
It’s that time of year
entitled
“Pruning
and
Training
totaling 1.25-2.5 hours in length.
again: Master Gardener
of
Berries,
Kiwifruit,
and
Registration is available for single
program training is
Grapes:
A
Series
of
5
Courses”.
modules or for the series at a
under way! We have 42
The
series
is
designed
to
discounted price. For more
new interns this year; I
provide
small
farmers
and
information on topics covered and
am excited to welcome
home
gardeners
with
the
cost go to the web page. If you have
them to the program!
OSU Program information
As a reminder,
Advisor
needed to prune
current Master
Erika Szonntag and train berry
Gardeners are always
crops common to
welcomed to attend
North America,
regular class sessions for continuing
including table grapes,
education hours. Please notify me at
kiwifruit, raspberries,
least 24 hours in advance (Tuesday
blackberries, and
mornings) if you plan to attend a
blueberries from
Wednesday class so that I can
establishment through
prepare.
maturity. The series is
I would also like to share some
offered as self-paced on
other continuing education
demand modules
opportunities with you. Dr.
available anytime
Bernadine Strik, professor of
online. The modules
Dr. Bernadine Strik, professor of Horticulture at
Horticulture at Oregon State
consist of narrated
Oregon State University

Membership renewals due
Now that we’ve begun the new Master Gardener year, membership
renewals for 2020 are due. Thank you if you have already returned
yours. Remember to let us know if your address has changed.
When you do return your renewal, it is very important that you include
all three completed forms with your check or cash: 1) the JCMGA contact
information/interest/expertise form, 2) the OSU Waiver of Liability form,
and 3) the OSU Code of Conduct form. You have also been sent a second
Code of Conduct form to retain for your own information.
Dues remained at $20 until Jan. 31, 2019. Beginning on Feb. 1, 2020,
dues increased to $25.
The Member Services Working Group is planning even more activities
for Master Gardeners this gardening year: more group tours, the
introduction of the Garden Buds program and single topic interest
groups. We hope you will join us!
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questions, contact OSU WorkSpace
by email or at 541-737-4197.
Keep in mind that Oregon State
University offers a wide variety of
online courses for continuing
education, some free and some for a
small cost. Courses from the
gardening, horticulture, and forestry
category can count towards
continuing education. The complete
course catalog is available online.
Please also take the time to read
Rhonda Nowak’s recent article in the
Mail Tribune about the Carbon
Victory Garden here at the Extension,
plus her podcast.
Thank you and happy February!
– Erika
February 2020

What to do when those garden juices begin to flow
It’s February and the garden juices
are starting to flow. Fingers itching to
play in the soil, nurseries are calling
your name, and seed catalogs now
raining like manna from heaven!
Before we charge off toward Spring
like exuberant Labrador puppies, it’s
worth reviewing last year’s garden
successes, failures, and mysteries.
Garden Checklist for February:
Visit the JCMGA Plant Clinic or
research on your own for solutions to
the pitfalls and mysteries from last
year.
Gardeners! Walk your gardens!
Any issues? Any signs of green
shoots? Caution: keep willy-nilly
walking in your growing areas to a
minimum. This is highly technical
garden speak for “try not to compact
your soil-especially wet soil!”
Repair and maintain garden tools
and equipment.
WEED! Grumble if you must, but
we all know it only gets worse if we
don’t.

By Janine Salvatti
Master Gardener 2019

Spread compost – everywhere!
Do you have a plan? Have you
decided how you will rotate your
crops?
Have you thought about sharing a
garden with friends or neighbors?
More hands make lighter work and
growing relationships increases our
happiness quotient!
Veggie gardeners, take a good look
at our JCMGA Garden Guide for the
Rogue Valley for valuable local
month-to-month planting guidance.
Buy seeds only after you read
about your choices in the Territorial
Seed Catalog or some other

JCMGA can earn money every time you shop at Grange! How cool is that?
Whenever you shop at any of the Grange Co-Op locations, tell the clerk
you are a Jackson County Master Gardener and they will credit our
account with the amount of your purchase. At the end of the year, JCMGA
will receive a percentage of all out accumulated credits back in the form
of cash! This is like free money since we all buy plants, tools, and garden
supplies!
If you have a personal account with Grange, you cannot receive the credit
for both your account and the Master Gardener account; you will need to
make a choice. With that one caveat aside, this is one of the simplest and
easiest fundraisers we can do.
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trustworthy source. Purchase varieties
that provide the most resistance to the
to the plant’s common pests and
diseases
Make a cold frame or hotbed to
start early flowers and veggies.
Know when to prune. Remove
dead, diseased, or rubbing/crossing
stems. Otherwise, use caution. Don’t
inadvertently cut off the promise of
flowers to come.
Purchase and plant bare root trees
and shrubs.
Check out the OSU link to Monthly
Garden Calendars:
www.extension.oregonstate.edu/
monthlygardencalendars

February Garden Guide

Looking for something else to do?
Here are a few other things to do
this month:
• Direct seed: Onions, peas,
radishes, spinach.
• Transplant: Asparagus roots,
perennial herbs, horseradish, lettuce,
onions, strawberries.
You’ll find plenty more on page 88
of Garden Guide for the Rogue Valley
February 2020

Honey be mine
Without chocolates so divine,
If taste alone isn’t convincing
Gardening Gourmet
sweet roses or fine wine, honey,
enough, one surely can’t ignore the
by Sydney Jordan Brown
won’t you still be mine? Looking for
rich amounts of beneficial
something a little longer lasting to
Master Gardener 2000
antioxidant polyphenols that
lavish upon a loved one (or
honeyberries provide like
maybe just yourself) this
those found in other dark
Valentine’s Day? Then look
blue/purple plants and fruits.
no further.
Aside from their fresh
offerings, they’re also
Long after those
superlative in cobblers, pies,
customary chocolates have
jam, ice cream, sorbet, or
been consumed, rose petals
anything else where
plummeted to the table and
blueberries might be used.
dregs of wine drunk, a
honeyberry will keep on
Lastly, honeyberries are
giving for years to come.
remarkably easy to grow.
Their only non-negotiable
Although seldom seen
requirement is that of
shot from the well-aimed tip
needing a pollinator to
of Cupid’s bow, Lonicera
produce fruit. So if you have
caerulea, a species of
a bit of well-drained sunny
honeysuckle, is not only
space that gets some filtered
unique, but also surely a
afternoon shade, they’ll do
spectacularly different gift
blackberries, black currant, a bit of
quite
well
with a generous offering of
for your favorite gardening
black raspberry and a kick of tartness, good-quality low-nitrogen compost,
sweetheart (or your own garden).
how could one desire more? Their
regular irrigation and a compatible
tasty mélange makes them a most
The edible blue honeysuckle (an
pollinator. As for pests, the only one
irresistible treat. Along with thin
upright-growing variety) is the name
likely to be pilfering your produce is
dusky skins, honeyberries literally
best describing this unique species of
you!
melt in your mouth making them a
shrub. However, it’s also known as
With varieties such as Blue
most satisfying offering to grace any
sweetberry, blue fly, and blue berried
Lightning,
Cinderella, Indigo Yum,
Valentine
gift
basket
or
gardenscape.
honeysuckle. But here in the U.S.
Blue Velvet and Borealis,
you’re likely to find it
just to name a few, how
listed as
could one resist gifting
“honeyberry”.
Lonicera caerulea, a species of honeysuckle, one of these most fruitful
Blue honeysuckles
plants?
is not only unique, but also surely a
are deciduous shrubs
Whether you’re feeling a
native to Eastern
spectacularly diﬀerent gift for your
little frivolous or
Siberia, the Russian
radically reckless, maybe
favorite
gardening
sweetheart
(or
your
Far East (where it’s
it’s time to reach beyond
called zhimolost) as
own
garden).
that raspberry creamwell as Northern
filled chocolate. Why not
Japan (known as
embellish your
haskap). Not only do
With peak ripeness in the midst of
Valentine’s
basket
(or your
fruiting honeysuckles have the most
spring (six to eight weeks after
gardenscape)
with
a pair of bountiful
amazing rectangular blue fruits, but
blooming is done), these little
honeyberry
bushes?
also they’re exceptionally hardy.
beauties will fill your picking pot for
Surviving to around minus 40°F.,
several months to come. That’s
they’re also known to bloom at 20°F.
because their cultivars with Asian
long before spring strawberries.
origins ripen over extended periods.
How about some Lonicera
Although not heart-shaped or even
Of course, if you just can’t wait to
caerulea, dumplings?
red, with the flavor of honeyberry’s
taste those elongated gems, go for the
Page 10
fruits reminiscent of blueberries,
Russian strains that ripen all at once.
The Beet
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Advice? Maybe not.
✦It is essential that the soil
Like many of us,
during the off season I
does not remain wet in
read obsessively about
winter. (What the heck does
plants. I’m often
that mean? What, in the
confounded by
gamut from damp to
contradictory cultural
standing water, is considered
advice provided by a
“wet” for this plant?)
given source, not to
✦Plant peonies away from
mention ill- or untrees or shrubs. Peonies
defined guidance. Some
combine beautifully with
favorites:
roses.
(Are roses not
New Dirt
✦ Provide a sheltered
shrubs??)
Monette Hoffmeister
position. (Sheltered
Master Gardener ✦Does best with lots of water.
from what, pray tell?
Uses: water conserving.
2019
Wind? Frost? The cat?)
✦Good choice for areas that
✦ Lights up a shaded corner of the
are sunny and dry. Needs consistent
garden. Performs best in full sun.
moisture.
✦ Exposure: full sun. Exceptional
✦ In warm climates, sow in early
in dry shade.
spring. (What does the writer
✦ Divide in spring. Doesn’t like to
consider to be a warm climate?)
be disturbed.
✦ Remains lovely in the cold

season thanks to its dried flower
heads. Cut back after flowering.
✦ Soil type: Sandy soil, Clay soil,
Average soil. Not suitable for clay
soils.
Soon we’ll be back in the garden.
Can’t wait!

Recipe: Honeyberry dumplings (or cobbler if you prefer)
Preheat oven to 400°. Oil the
bottom and sides of a 9” heavy square
baking pan.
Filling:
4 cups fresh (or frozen)
honeyberries, washed and drained
1 cup of organic cane sugar
¼ cup white whole wheat flour or
for gluten free, use cornstarch, brown
rice flour or oat flour

⅔ cup organic white grape juice
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
½ teaspoon ground nutmeg
1 teaspoon lemon zest
1” piece fresh gingerroot, finely
grated
Stir together sugar, flour, spices,
lemon zest and salt. Put honeyberries
and grape juice in a large heavy
cooking pot. Stir in dry mixture.
The Beet

Bring to a boil; then turn down to a
simmer stirring constantly until
thickened for about 8-10 minutes until
fruit is softened. Pour into prepared
baking pan.
Dumpling batter:
1 ½ cups white whole wheat flour
or gluten free alternative
½ cup organic cane sugar
¼ teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking powder
¼ teaspoon baking soda
½ teaspoon grated nutmeg
2 teaspoons lemon zest
¼ cup olive oil
⅔ cup buttermilk
Mix together dry ingredients and
lemon zest in a large mixing bowl.
Pour in oil and buttermilk stirring with
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a large fork just until mixed. Using a
large spoon drop dumpling batter in
mounds atop cooked fruit. Bake for
about 25 minutes in preheated oven
until bubbly and biscuits are browned
and a toothpick comes clean when
inserted in dough. Remove from oven
and let cool until warm. Serve warm
with fresh whipped cream or ice
cream. Makes about 6-8 servings.

Sources
One Green Earth
They have one of the best
selections of honeyberries.
www.onegreenearth.com
Rain Tree Nursery
www.raintreenursery.com
They have four varieties.
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Cyclamen hederifolium: Hardiest of the hardy
Every season I’m saying or
garden, depending on how hungry or
thinking, “Oh, this is my favorite
eager the ant is!
plant.” Now, again, fall to spring, I’m
Cyclamen hederifolium is
enjoying one of these favorites: Hardy
considered the hardiest of the Hardy
Cyclamen hederifolium. During the
Cyclamens. The new corm or tuber is
winter months, I love to see the bright
itty bitty small & probably only has
green mottled leaves of this fallone leaf that first year, but in time will
blooming Cyclamen and its
be a respectable 1” round. Given the
developing seeds. It also furnishes me
years I have had them, they can
with one of my favorite “stories” to
Peggy's Propagation
become specimen knockouts 4” or 5”
share with interested gardeners.
across. The bigger the corm, the more
by Peggy Corum
You see, the flower stems hold
numerous the blossoms.
the blossoms in mostly purple
These corms or tubers need
shades about 6” above the leaves,
very good drainage and very
but once in awhile you’ll get a
little water in the summer
plant with white flowers: a good
months. I’ve read that they
and welcome surprise. Once the
should be planted 1” deep, but
pollinators have done their job, the
I prefer to just nestle it on top
ovary starts showing signs of life
of good woods duff and let the
and at that point the stem wraps
roots grow downward. I’ve
itself around the ovary, corkscrew
wondered if cactus potting
fashion. I refer to this stem as an
mix would make them happy
umbilical cord, which takes the
but haven’t experimented with
ovary down to ground level, where
that idea.
it is fed and protected from the
There is another Hardy
elements.
Cyclamen “coum”, which
The corkscrew stem wraps around Cyclamen
When the seed reaches mature
blooms in January &
hederifolium ovary.
size, this umbilical cord dries up
February. It is a bit more
and falls away. Just a little more
refined with smaller flowers
time elapses before the seed pod
Wherever they carry the seed to enjoy
and smaller round shaped leaves, but
dries, exposing a lot of little seeds,
a feast, that’s where the seed will
it also enjoys the pretty leaf mottling
each one coated with a honey
sprout and create a new little plant.
patterns.
substance. That’s when the ants
That could occur right next to the
All of this talk brings up the
appear to enjoy something yummy.
parent plant or clear across your
question, “Does a Hardy Cyclamen
have a corm or a tuber?” I’m not
really sure if nurseries are in
Donate your car or truck
agreement with this question. Whatta
you think? Hmm? Hmm?
and support Master Gardeners™
Rather than selling or trading in your used car,
truck, SUV, motorcycle, RV, or boat on a trailer,
consider donating it to the Jackson County
Master Gardener Association™.
It's an easy and convenient way to support us
and you’ll get a tax
write-off to boot!
We take running and not-running vehicles with transferable titles. If you’ve got a truck,
motorcycle, boat, snowmobile, trailer, or recreational vehicle, think of us.
A few simple steps will take care of your donation: Complete the easy-to-use online car
donation form or call 888-227-5500. They’ll need some basic information about you, your
vehicle and where your vehicle needs to be picked up. A pickup time will be scheduled
once they have received your title.
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Peggy’s propagation garden
Drop by Peggy’s Propagation
Garden and see what’s blooming in
our little greenhouse!
The garden has plants for sale
every Wednesday from 9 a.m. to
noon. If the greenhouse is locked,
look around for Peggy.
February 2020
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2020 Jackson County Master Gardener calendar

Events, community education, classes, JCMGA meetings
FEBRUARY
Thursday, Feb. 6 | 10 am – 12:30 pm
Pathway Maintenance | Master Gardeners
Help bring the pathways around the
Demonstration Gardens back to life! Weed
abatement and pathway maintenance helps
show off our beautiful gardens to their best
advantage. Lunch provided. Maintenance
work parties will meet Feb. 6, March 5, and
April 2.
Monday, Feb. 10 | 1 pm – 3 pm
Communications Committee | Kate
Hassen, chair
See what’s up with the Beet, the website,
Mailchimp, Facebook, and public service
announcements.
Thursday, Feb. 13 | 6 pm – 8 pm
Wildlife Encounters: How to Avoid Them
and What to Do If You Cannot | Kim
Aufhauser, Land Stewards
Southern Oregon is a region of remarkable
biodiversity and a wide variety of habitats.
Some of these pose potential threats to
humans. Join this presentation to learn how
to avoid or manage encounters with bears,
mountain lions, rattlesnakes, and other
creatures. To register, go here. Cost: $15;
Couples $25 ($5 discount to OSU
volunteers with badge)
Friday, Feb. 14 | 1 pm – 3 pm
JCMGA Board meeting | Ronnie Budge,
president
There’s always a lot going on with the
Master Gardener program. Drop by and find
out what.
Tuesday, Feb. 18 | 5:30 – 7:30 pm
Capturing Carbon for the Climate: Part 1
| Scott Goode, Master Gardener
Improve climate conditions right in your own
backyard! Learn carbon cycling in the
environment and theories behind carbon
sequestration, which can be applied at
home as a practical and empowering way to
mitigate climate change. (Part of a series.)
Thursday, Feb. 20 | 7 pm – 9 pm
Forest Bees: Dr. Christine Buhl, Forest
Entomologist, Oregon Dept. Forestry
Oregon is home to more than 500 species
of bees, which are responsible for
pollinating many of our staple crops and
native plants in rural and urban landscapes.
The Beet

This talk examines how Oregon is tackling
pollinator health through taking a census of
our wild bees, improving bee habitat,
preventing pesticide exposure and
researching the threats to wild and
managed bees. We'll also discuss what you
can do to get involved with OBP as a citizen
scientist and guidelines on enhancing
pollinator habitat on your forest stand.
Register here. Cost: $10/person, $15
couple, JJSWA members free.
Wednesday, Feb. 26 | 12 – 1 pm | Ronnie
Budge, Master Gardener
Best Veggies for the Rogue Valley
Beginning gardener? New to the Rogue
Valley? Still struggling to grow carrots from
seed, or produce lettuce during our hot
summer months? Master Gardener Ronnie
Budge will teach the basics of vegetable
gardening, and offer tips for how to succeed
with vegetable varieties that grow well in our
climate. Large Meeting Room, Medford
Library.
MARCH
Monday, March 2 | 1 pm – 3 pm
Communications Committee | Kate
Hassen, chair
See what’s up with the Beet, the website,
Mailchimp, Facebook, and public service
announcements.
Tuesday, March 3 | 5:30 – 7:00 pm
Landscaping with Cold Hardy Succulents
| Annie Schreck , Mountain Crest Gardens
This class will cover the unique adaptations
of succulent plants, the basics of succulent
Location unless others stated: OSU
Extension Auditorium, 569 Hanley Road
in Central Point, OR 97502
Pre-register and pay online http://bit.ly/
JacksonMGWorkshops or call
541-776-7371
Classes are $10 if pre-registered & prepaid at least 24 hrs in advance.
Classes are $15 at the door (unless
otherwise noted)
Additional $5 discount for MGs & other
Extension volunteers. All MG classes are
eligible for MG recertification education
hours .
Refunds only available 48 hours before
class.
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care, and strategies to use them in lowmaintenance, drought-tolerant landscapes.
Thursday, March 5 | 6 pm – 8 pm
Chasing Wildflowers | Rachel Werling,
Land Stewards
Planting natives is a powerful way to help
support our local ecology, from pollinators to
bird life. But how to choose what to plant?
Get to know them in the wild We’ll learn
about some great native species, identify
wild places to appreciate and become
familiar with our local natives, and gain tools
and techniques for identification. To register,
go here. Cost: $15; Couples $25 ($5
discount to OSU volunteers with badge)
Thursday, March 5 | 10 am – 12:30 pm
Pathway Maintenance | Master Gardeners
Help bring the pathways around the
Demonstration Gardens back to life! Weed
abatement and pathway maintenance helps
show off our beautiful gardens to their best
advantage. Lunch provided. Maintenance
work parties will meet Feb. 6, March 5, and
April 2.
Friday, March 13 | 1 pm – 3 pm
JCMGA Board meeting | Ronnie Budge,
president
There’s always a lot going on with the
Master Gardener program. Drop by and find
out what.
Tuesday, March 17 | 5:30 – 7:30 pm
Grapevine Pruning | Dr. Alexander Levin ,
Oregon Wine Research Institute
Learn the basics of grapevine pruning for
home hobby or small-scale grape
production in the Rogue Valley. (Part of a
series.)
Thursday, March 26 | 10 am
SGF Committee meeting | Meet in the
Auditorium to participate in planning the
Spring Garden Fair.
Saturday, March 28 | 12 -1 pm
Gardening for biodiversity: Planning and
growing a butterfly garden | Robin
McKenzie, landscape designer
How to grow host and nectar plants, plan a
garden using basic design principles, grow
milkweed from seed, use soil amendments,
and select the best plants to attract
butterflies. Large Meeting Room, Medford
Library
February 2020

Jackson County Master Gardener Association
Board of Directors Meeting
Jan. 10, 2019
Announcements
1. Keltie Nelson reminded board
members who have left a 2019
position to pass their swingers to the
person filling the position for 2020.
2. Jane Moyer reported for Erika
Szonntag on the first day of the
Master Gardener class. This year the
first day dismissal will be after lunch.
Veterans are asked to come at 10:30
unless they have a specific job.
Garden Buds (veteran mentors who
will assist 2-3 students throughout the
first year) will be matched with
students right before lunch.
Volunteers to help:
8 am: Setting up lobby/greeting
students: Colet Allen, Patrice Kaska;
making coffee, tea, etc.: Jane Moyer
9 am: Setting up lunch: Susan
Koenig, Colet Allen, Patrice Kaska,
Lynn Kunstman, Ronnie Budge
11:30 am: Serving lunch: Sandy
Hammond, Patrice Kaska, Keltie
Nelson, Kathy Apple

Recording Secretary
Jane Moyer
Master Gardener 2005

3. Patrice Kaska reminded board
members JCMGA dues will be $20
only until Feb. 1 when they will
increase to $25. Working Group
chairs were asked to remind all their
members to complete their
membership form and return it along
with their dues and the two OSU
forms.
4. Ronnie Budge read a thank you
card from Linda Holder.
5. Ronnie Budge distributed copies
of A Guide to Nonprofit Board

Roberts Rules of Order Cheat Sheet
We are a decision-making body. Although we do have reports listed on the
agenda, most reports are filed on Dropbox to conserve time. To keep the focus
on decision making, we need to understand the following procedure:
To speak in the meeting, you must be recognized by the Chair (and/or be on
the agenda.
To discuss something, you must make a motion about it. (Usually best to write
the motion out or prepare something ahead of time.
To make a motion, say “I move to___________”The motion needs a second.
Say, “I second the motion.”
Debate should be on the subject and not personal.
Or someone says, “I move the previous question.” If this happens, we vote on
calling the question. We need 2/3 vote to stop the debate.
The chair will repeat the motion and a vote will be taken.

Service in Oregon.
6. Barbara Davidson shared a letter
from St. Mary’s School thanking
JCMGA for the school grant of $200
they received.
Yearend remarks by past
president: Susan Koenig was absent
from the December meeting due to
illness so delivered her year end
remarks this month. She thanked the
board for great cooperation, reviewed
the accomplishments of the year, and
presented the presidential swinger to
Ronnie Budge.
Remarks by incoming president
Ronnie Budge presented the plans
for 2020:
1. Retreat on January 24 to discuss
coordination of education efforts and
communication
2. Development of a business plan
based on the updated goals and
objectives of the working groups
3. Initiation of the Garden Buds
program
4. A policies and procedures
manual
5. Use of the president’s column in
The Garden Beet to inform members
of all that is happening.
Treasurer’s report: Annette Carter
reviewed highlights of the report
posted on Dropbox:
1. $2,360 was received in dues in
December.
2. $380 was received in donations.
3. $200 was received from the
bottles and cans drive.
4. $1,271 profit was received from
the Holiday Gala.
Appoint/reappoint board
committees: President Ronnie Budge
appointed/reappointed the following
to committees for 2020:
Continued on Page 15

The Beet

Page 14

February 2020

By Jane Moyer

My CARS experience

Master Gardener 2005

Over the years, my 1992 pickup
had progressed from daily use to
being used only occasionally for
hauling loads of landscaping material
to having to be towed to the mechanic
every time I wanted to use it to an
ugly yard ornament. I had been
thinking for a long time about
donating it to a local nonprofit for a
tax write off so was overjoyed when
the Jackson County Master
Gardener™ Association entered a
partnership with CARS (Charitable
Adult Rides and Services). This
organization accepts cars, trucks,
vans, SUVs, boats, motorcycles,
ATVs, RVs, trailers, and airplanes to
fix up for resell or to sell as parts with
a large portion of the profits going to
a nonprofit of the donor's choice. I
decided to give it a try.
Arrangements can be made by
either filling out a form on the CARS

website (careasy.org) or by calling
1-855-500-RIDE. Have the title
available when contacting them.
They will ask for information from it.
If doing it online, when prompted to
choose a nonprofit to receive the
proceeds, click on the Education and
Research category to find JCMGA.
A date will be set for your donation
to be picked up but depends on
availability of a tow truck. My date
was December 31. Being New Year's
Eve, it turned out to be a very busy
day for tow trucks so my date had to
be moved to the following week.

That's all there is to
it. CARS does the
rest. They arrange
and pay for repairs to
make the donation
sellable, if possible.
If this isn't possible,
they part it out and
sell the parts. Their
goal is to ensure the
chosen nonprofit
makes the maximum
amount of money. Within 30 days of
sale, they send a thank you letter
which can be used as a tax receipt. If
the donated vehicle sells for more
than $500, they will also send an IRS
Form 1098-C, Contributions of Motor
Vehicles, Boats, and Airplanes if your
tax ID number (usually your Social
Security number) has been provided.
Easy peasy! No more ugly yard
ornament! A tax deduction in hand!
A nice donation to JCMGA! And a
feel-good moment as you wave
goodbye. (See how on Page 11)

Board Minutes: Jan. 10
Continued from Page 14
1. Special committee on
responsibilities of president, pastpresident, president-elect: Ronnie
Budge, Lynn Kunstman, Susan
Koenig, Kate Hassen, Barbara
Davidson
2. Solar committee: Susan Koenig
(chair), Lynn Kunstman, Dennis
Jackson, Joe Alvord, Jane Moyer,
Erika Szonntag, Rich Roseberg (if
willing)
3. Business plan committee: Susan
Koenig (chair), all working group
chairs, Annette Carter
4. Budget committee: President
(Ronnie Budge), President-elect
(Lynn Kunstman), Treasurer (Annette
Carter), Assistant Treasurer (Roberta
Heinz), Jane Moyer, Kate Hassen,
Pam Hillers, Patrice Kaska, Sandy
The Beet

Hansen
5. Nominating committee:
President-elect (Lynn Kunstman) plus
4 members to be chosen at the June
meeting
6. Executive committee: President
Ronnie Budge, Past President Susan
Koenig, President-elect Lynn
Kunstman, Treasurer Annette Carter,
Pam Hillers, Kathy Apple, Rebecca
Jurta
7. New policies and procedures
manual: Kathy Apple, Pam Hillers
8. By-laws committee (only
committee requiring board approval):
Kathy Apple (chair), Susan Koenig,
Kate Hassen, Ronnie Budge, Barbara
Davidson, Linda Holder
Agenda additions:
1. President Ronnie Budge
appointed Kathy Apple as OMGA
Page 15

representative alternate.
2. Jack Ivers announced two
students from North Medford High
School will be giving Marcia Harris
and him instruction on WordPress
software used for JCMGA website
maintenance as their senior project.
Jan. 24 retreat: President Ronnie
Budge reminded the board the retreat
will be open to all JCMGA members.
A mail chimp will be sent out to all
members. There will be reports and
discussion about all of JCMGA's
education and communication
activities.
Working Groups to update goals
and objectives: Ronnie Budge asked
working groups to review and update
their goals and objectives as part of
developing the business plan and
present the updates at the March
board meeting.
February 2020
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Just one more thing …

Editor: Jack Ivers
Email us at jcmgabeet569@gmail.com
The Garden Beet is published monthly by the OSU
Jackson County Master Gardener Association, Southern
Oregon Research and Extension Center, 569 Hanley
Road, Central Point, Oregon 97502. Phone:
541-776-7371
All articles and photos are due by the 15th of the
preceding month and have a maximum of 500 words.
Photos submitted cannot be less than 600x800 pixels.
Oregon State University Extension Service offers
educational programs, activities, and materials without
regard to race, color, national origin, sex, or disability
as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Oregon
State University is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
All information provided by the Garden Beet
is believed to be accurate. A product named in
an article does not constitute an endorsement of
said product by JCMGA.

JACKSON COUNTY
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION
Southern Oregon Research and Extension Center
569 Hanley Road, Central Point, OR 97502

See something fun or creative in a garden or
around the extension? Send it to
jcmgabeet569@gmail.com

