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Greetings, gardeners! June 
provided us with a small, early, cool 
respite from the heat in late May. If 
July is anything like normal, we can 
expect lots of hot weather. Hopefully, 
by the time this article goes 
to press, we will have seen a 
reduction in Jackson County 
COVID-19 risk and will be 
able to have more ability to 
get back to normal 
functioning. Our GEMS 
gardeners are still working 
to keep the Demonstration 
Gardens in good shape on 
campus until that happens. 
Erika will keep us all 
apprised of developments.

Meanwhile, everyone 
involved with JCMGA has 
been working hard behind 
the scenes to keep 
everything ticking along. 
We are in good financial shape thanks 
to the efforts of our Finance 
Committee and our ability to sell our 
garden guides through local vendors. 
The communications team has done 
an outstanding job of revamping our 
website. Be sure to check it out. 

Ronnie Budge and John Kobal 
presented a Vegetable Gardening class 
to OLLI students. John and Susan 
Koenig are now planning another 
OLLI class for fall on Ornamental 
Gardening. And if you have not seen 
the Native Plants Garden Tour videos, 
they are now all posted and linked on 
the website, and are a delight. View 

them – and donate – here!  And, be 
sure to thank Sherri Morgan and her 
team for this amazing effort. 

Also, plans are going forward for 
Winter Dreams, Summer Gardens to 

be an in-person event the 
first weekend in November. 
Once again, this is 
contingent on COVID-19 
numbers being low enough. 
So do your part and get 
vaccinated!
We have had several of our 
“perennial” heads of 
committees and working 
groups resign over the past 
year. I encourage anyone 
who would like to become 
more involved in JCMGA, 
and can give of their time 
and expertise, to volunteer 
to help replace these folks. 

Jack Ivers, who has edited the Garden 
Beet, is moving on and would like 
folks with editing experience to help 
with the duties to publish our monthly 
newsletter. Jane Moyers and Kate 
Hassen have retired as Garden 
Education Mentors for the Wanda 
Hauser Garden. Marcie Katz is taking 
on that position, but would really like 
a co-chair to work with her. I need 
someone to apprentice as a co-chair in 
the Native Plants Nursery – not the 
native plants garden – where the focus 
is on propagation and sales. Jim Buck 
will also be resigning at year's end as 
chair of our Community Outreach 
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Dear Gardeners, 
This month, I have a few program 

updates to share with you, as Oregon 
‘reopened’ on June 30. Read the full 
announcement from the governor’s 
office here. While we don’t have the 
full details of 
when OSU 
Extension will 
be open to the 
public (as of 
June 29), we 
can start to 
increase activity 
in the 
Demonstration 
Gardens and 
have meetings 
in person. There 
is also an update about the upcoming 
2022 MG training. 

Demonstration Gardens: 
Beginning Wednesday, June 30, our 
capacity and activity limits for 
working in the Demonstration 
Gardens will be lifted. So, if you 
have been interested in working in 
the Demonstration Gardens all 
summer, contact me (Erika) for a list 
of gardens with a head gardener, and 
we’ll find a spot for you!  

Programming: Programming will 

OSU Program 
Coordinator  

Erika Szonntag

Reopening and 
other program 

updates

July 2021

“We learn, practice  
and teach the art and 

science of gardening in the 
Rogue Valley.”

Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 4

https://jacksoncountymga.org/
https://jacksoncountymga.org/native-plants-garden-tour/
https://www.oregon.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?newsid=54882
mailto:Erika.Szonntag@oregonstate.edu
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By Lynn Kunstman 
Master Gardener 2012

Part One of a four-part 
series

You may be aware of the 
nationwide movement to 
grow native plants in 
urban, suburban and rural 
landscapes. Why is 
choosing and growing 
native plants in our 
gardens important? Why 
should we care? Because, 
as gardeners, we have a 
responsibility to care for 
planetary and local 
ecosystem health.

Most of us are aware of the list of 
environmental problems facing our 
ecosystems and planet: water and 
soil pollution by pesticides and 
petrochemical run-off from streets, 
lawns and roads; seasonal changes 
in weather and climate; invasive 
species encroaching into wild lands; 
increased risks of fire and flood; a 
disastrous decrease in insects 
worldwide – particularly 
pollinators; and a precipitous 
decline in our North American 
birds. Monoculture in non-native 
lawns in America now covers 
more acreage than all our 
National Parks combined. Nature 
has been driven out.

I encourage all of you to invite 
nature back into your landscape. 
Traditionally, when planning a 
garden, we ask, what do we want 
to do in the garden, and what 
plants do we enjoy? These are 
important considerations, but 
today we need to ask more probing 
and important questions as well. 
Before you venture into your local 
nursery and buy the “eye candy” 
you see, ask yourself these 
questions: “Will this plant improve 
biodiversity and support our local 
ecosystem?” “How will this plant 
help save nature in MY yard and 

neighborhood?”
For instance, if you are looking 

for a small landscape tree that will 
be a centerpiece in your front yard, 
you might be tempted to plant a 
Crepe Myrtle –Goji berries have 
been consumed for thousands of 
years by all who hope for healthier 
longer lives. Goji berries have been 
consumed for thousands of years by 
all who hope for healthier longer 
lives. Goji berries have been 
consumed for thousands of years by 
all who hope for healthier longer 

lives.  a flashy, (human) eye-
catching Asian plant import. They 
really are lovely. But you need to 
look beyond just the beauty of that 
organism to you, and consider what 
it offers in the way of 
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES. In other 
words, does this plant: 

Enrich and stabilize soil;

Clean and manage 
water; 

Produce food, for 
ourselves and wildlife;

Sequester carbon;
Moderate weather;
Provide habitat;
Support pollinators. 

Native plants do all of 
these things and are 
uniquely adapted to our 
local environmental 
conditions. What is eye 
candy to you – like the 
crepe myrtle – may 
provide none of these 

services. Our native insects need to 
feed on native vegetation and our 
native birds need to feed on native 
insects.  

You might choose instead a 
native chokecherry (Prunus 
virginiana), native hawthorn 
(Crataegus douglasii), or native 
mountain ash tree (Sorbus sp.), as 
that specimen tree for your yard. 
Each of these have beautiful blooms 
for bees and other pollinators in 
spring and all produce berries in the 
fall as winter food for adult birds. 

Most importantly, each hosts a 
large number of caterpillar 
species that are the critical food 
for nestling and fledgling birds. 
No caterpillars, no birds. These 
three, small, yard-sized trees 
host 240, 80, and 42 species of 
moth and butterfly respectively. 
When you choose a NATIVE 
plant, you are planting a living 

bird feeder and growing next 
year’s butterflies. 

Use these sites to choose native 
plants for your garden: 

Oregon Flora
Native Plant Finder 

Plant choice always matters! 
Garden for Life!

Why native plants? Plant choice matters!

“How will this plant help 
save nature in MY yard 

and neighborhood?”

https://oregonflora.org/
https://www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder/plants
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July and August: The gateway to fall harvest
July and August are the gateway 

months for fall vegetables. Get out 
your leftover seeds and order more 
of those you don’t have enough of. 
Pull out that scraggly lettuce and 
gone-to-seed arugula to make room 
for a second crop of beets, carrots, 
collards, endive/escarole, Florence 
fennel, kale, kohlrabi, peas, 
rutabaga, scallions, Swiss chard, and 
other Oriental greens. Make sure 
you get them in the ground this 
month or next to ensure a bountiful 
harvest starting in September for 
some things and on through the fall 
and winter for others.  

Fall sprouting broccoli, 
Brussels sprouts, Chinese 
cabbage, late varieties of cabbage, 
cauliflower, bok choy and 
radicchio can be started indoors 
for transplanting later. If you’re 
like me, you will have a hard time 
finding room for many of these, 
but it is well worth it when you 
can have fresh vegetables much of 
the winter (with a little protection 
from the coldest weather). 

July is also the month when 
much of what you planted earlier 
begins (or continues) to give you 
a return. A trickle of tomatoes 
from early varieties such as Siletz, 
Oregon Spring and Fourth of July 
starts in early July, becoming a 
steady stream by the end of the 

month and, if you’re lucky, an 
avalanche in August. If you planted 
Longkeeper, you may still have ripe, 
fresh tomatoes in November. I have 

not yet had a ripe tomato (in mid-
June) due to the 2,000-foot elevation 
and cool weather, but I am checking 
my tomatoes daily nonetheless. 
They have blossoms. Can tomatoes 
be far behind? 

The kohlrabi bulbs are now big, 
ripe and ready for salad with carrots 
and various greens (tomatoes and 
cucumbers soon?). I have never 
grown kohlrabi and having tasted 
the fresh, crisp flesh, I wonder: why 
not? They are delicious and now that 
I know, they will be in my garden 

plan next year. I have never had 
much luck with cabbage. 
Kohlrabi is a good substitute and 
could be made into coleslaw.  
Baby Nantes carrots are a delight 
and so tender when steamed with 
a little herb butter. I’ve given up 
on “designer carrots” in various 
hues. I know other people like 
them, and I hope you grow them 
if you do, but give me a good 
Nantes carrot any day. 
The tops of onions will fall over 
in July, indicating that the bulbs 
are fully developed. The first 
time I grew onions, I was 
unaware that this would happen. I 
was panicked. They looked so 

healthy a week ago! What happened 
to my onions? Never fear, it’s part of 
their lifecycle. Withhold water so 
the top will begin to dry out. After 
the top becomes limp, gently pull 
out the onion bulb. Onions may be 
cured by laying them on racks, cloth 
tarps or cardboard in a shady area. 
Be sure to keep the bulbs in the 
shade, but the tops can be in the sun 
to dry out. Good air circulation is a 
must or the onions may rot. Onions 
whose necks have not dried 
sufficiently will not last long in 
storage, so make sure the necks are 
dry. When cured, cut off the bulb 
leaving about 2” of neck. Store in a 
single layer in well-ventilated boxes 
or net bags at 55° to 65° F. Walla 

Garden Guide 
By Susan Koenig 

 Master Gardener 2016

July garden guide 
Here are a few of the many things to do in July: 
Direct seed: Amaranth to Swiss chard bracket 

the plants in this category for July.  
Sow for transplanting: Broccoli, Brussels 

sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower, Chinese cabbage, 
park choi, radicchio. 

Don’t forget to control pests and diseases  
For more, check out the Garden Guide for the 

Rogue Valley 

Continued on Page 4

https://jacksoncountymga.org/shop/
https://jacksoncountymga.org/shop/
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Working Group.
Of course, all of our committees, 

working groups and Demo Gardens 
need volunteers. Please look at pages 
28 – 29 in our chapter directory and 
see where you might plug in, then 
contact the chair of that group for 
more details. Jackson County Master 
Gardeners needs each and every one 
of you. Remember that we are an 
educational organization, and we exist 
to educate gardeners in Jackson 
County. Nothing is more rewarding 
than empowering people through 
education. Many hands make light 
work and we have much work to do. 

Garden for Life!

Walla onions must be eaten within 
three months or they will spoil. 
Storage onions will last up to 10 
months if properly stored. I have also 
frozen chopped onion for use in 
cooking. 

If you are lucky enough to have 
raspberries, you probably know how 
to take care of them. After they bear 
fruit in June, cut those canes to the 
ground in July. When fall-bearing 
raspberries start to bloom, fertilize 
them well with a heavy nitrogen 
fertilizer (33-0-0). July is also the 
time to fertilize June-bearing 

strawberries with a balanced fertilizer 
(16-16-16). 

We are about to enter the hot part 
of the summer and today the Talent 
Irrigation District shut off the ditch 
for 14 days. It’s a good thing I bought 
several 55-gallon trash cans and 
filled them with water. They hold all 
the water my garden will have for 
two weeks. Sorry, roses. You are way 
down on my list of plants to water. 
Unfortunately, I have a couple of new 
trees this year which need regular 
water until they are established or 
they will likely die. Wish me luck. I 
am just hoping to keep everything 
alive this summer! 

Continued from Page 3

Gateway to the fall harvestJCMGA wants you!
Continued from Page 1

Help JCMGA 
when you shop 
at the Grange

Every time you 
shop at the 
Grange we can 
earn money! How 
cool is that? 
Whenever you 
shop at any of the 
Grange Co-Op locations, 
tell the clerk you are a 

Jackson County 
Master Gardener 
(account 15333) 
and they will 
credit our 
account with the 
amount of your 

purchase. At the end of 
the year, JCMGA will 

receive a percentage of all 
our accumulated credits 
back in the form of cash! 
This is like free money 
since we all buy plants, 
tools, and garden supplies! 
This is one of the simplest 
and easiest fundraisers we 
can do. 

be planned and executed without the 
need for formal approval from OSU 
Extension Administration. Please be 
sure to check in with me and fill out 
the appropriate project selection and 
activity proposal forms before 
organizing a new event or program.  

Face coverings: Face coverings 
are no longer required as of June 30, 
except for individuals who remain 
unvaccinated. Individuals are 
encouraged to wear masks if they 
choose, but are not required to do so.  

COVID-19 training: COVID-19 

training for employees and volunteers 
will no longer be required. 

**Additionally, OSU’s policy 
(current as of June 29) is that 
vaccination status of volunteers or the 
public cannot determine participation 
in Extension activities, which 
includes JCMGA events and 
activities. 

2022 MG trainings: MG trainings 
will be held in 2022. Because of a 
reduction in available instructors, it is 
likely that some counties may use 
online MG training classes to 
supplement on-site classes. Hybrid 
trainings (part online and part in 

person) may thus become more 
common in MG trainings. In addition, 
we are looking at ways to make MG 
training classes and certification more 
broadly accessible. One way to do 
this is to reduce the service hour 
requirement, so long as it does not go 
below the national minimum standard 
of 40 hours of volunteer service. The 
hybrid training option is another 
option to make classes more 
accessible. 

That’s all for now, and please reach 
out with any questions or comments.  

Thanks!!  
– Erika

Continued from Page 1

Reopening and other program updates

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/documents/18581/projectselectionfillable.pdf
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/documents/18581/projectapplicationfillable.pdf


The Beet Page 5 July 2021

There’s nothing quite like 
experiencing the festivities and food –  
especially the fragrance – of fresh 
popped corn. Whether buttered and 
salted, kettle, or as 
caramelized balls, 
popcorn is always 
devoured. 

While you might not 
think of racing off to the 
nearest carnival, why not 
try growing a “cornival” 
in your own backyard?  
No, we’re not talking 
ticket booths or 
entertaining rides, but 
something that’s 
definitely not only 
delightful but d-e-l-i-c-i-
o-u-s. 

It’s fun to harvest one 
of the most cherished 
comfort foods, popcorn. 
Watch a movie as a big 
bowl of your own freshly 
popped kernels fills the 
air with an intoxicating 
fragrance. 

Archeological findings 
have documented traces of popcorn in 
Peruvian tombs dating back 1,000 
years. 

Despite its instant popularity, it’s 
likely the Iroquois started it all here in 
North America. Unfortunately the 
story of popcorn at the first 
Thanksgiving feast is as fictitious and 
full of air as a bag of microwaved 
corn. 

The writings of French explorers 
recorded that the Iroquois popped 
tough corn kernels in heated, sand-
filled pottery jars. As the nations of 
the Iroquois Confederacy spread 
through the Great Lakes region, it is 
likely that settlers in Vermont, Quebec 
and upstate New York took up this 
technique. 

By the mid-1800s, families popped 
corn at home; mass consumption 
began in the late 1890s after Charles 
Cretors built the first popping 
machine. Many improvements led to 
superior steam popping. Consumption 
really catapulted once this corn could 

be had from horse-drawn wagons. 
Unfortunately, today most people 

get their popped corn (some million 
pounds per year in the US) from the 

microwave. We have no idea 
what we’re missing until we 
plant our own popping corn. 
This sensational snack is 
also quite nutritious as a 
whole grain that’s high in 
fiber and natural simple 
carbohydrates that quickly 
(albeit briefly) raise 
serotonin levels, leaving one 
relaxed with a mood lift. 
So, aside from the superior 
taste, what better reason is 
there to grow your own?  
From snowy white, brilliant 
yellow, and opalescent blue, 
to crimson red and 
multicolored rainbow ears, 
you’ll not be able to resist 
the multitude of colorful 
offerings. Some wonderful 
varieties are: Glass Gem, 
Heirloom Strawberry, 
Heirloom, Carousel, 

Shaman’s Blue, Snow Puff, and 
finally, Robust Yellow Hulles Hybrid. 

Propagate your own popcorn the 
same way you would sweet corn 
except allow the ears to fully mature 
and harvest popcorn after the husks 
turn fully amber and dry. 

The only thing not to do is 
simultaneously plant sweet and 
popping-type corn in your garden. 
Readily cross-pollinating, you’ll get 
the worst of both varieties when you 
go to pop the kernels: many unpopped 
kernels and tough sweet corn. 

With that said, why not pop out and 
put in some popping corn so you can 
soon have some popped corn to grin 
about from ear to ear?

Perfect stovetop popcorn 
Page 7

Gardening Gourmet 
by Sydney Jordan Brown  

Master Gardener 2000

Cornival!

Seed sources
Victory Seeds 

Strawberry. Glass Gem, as 
well a few other heirlooms
Baker Creek Heirloom 
Seeds

Glass Gem, Strawberry, 
Dakota Black and Mini Blue
The Heirloom Popcorn 
Company

Many varieties, including 
Carousel

http://www.victoryseeds.com
http://www.rareseeds.com
http://www.rareseeds.com
http://www.heirloompopcornseed.com
http://www.heirloompopcornseed.com
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 By Jim Buck 
Master Gardener 2018 

 Gail Langellotto, Statewide 
Master Gardener Coordinator, and 
LeAnn Locher, Statewide Master 
Gardener Outreach Coordinator, are 
facilitating a DEI Task Force.  The 
Task Force includes several Master 
Gardener (MG) staff and faculty 
along with 30+ volunteer Master 
Gardeners from across the state.  
Colet Allen and Jim Buck 
volunteered to participate for the 
coming year and the group will focus 
on ways to expand diversity, equity, 
and inclusion in the MG program. 

Why a DEI Task Force? 
Over the past ten years, small 

incremental 
changes have 
been made to the 
MG program to 
address inequities 
and to grow 
diversity, equity 
and inclusion. In 
2020, the Master 
Gardener 
program made 
clear statements 
and reinforced its 
commitment to 
building a more 
inclusive 
program. All of 
us involved in the 
MG program are being asked to work 
on: 

Increasing the diversity of who 
we serve in the community 

Increasing the diversity of who 
we are in the program 

Growing the breadth of our 
curriculum and events to include 

cultural practices and inclusion 
Modeling inclusive practices 

to our peers in the MG program 
Forming, growing, and 

strengthening our work with 
community partners 

Vision 
We provide accessible and 

equitable education programs that 
nurture life-long learners and 
volunteers who can expand the reach 
and impact of science-based 
sustainable gardening practices to 
benefit all Oregonians. 

Guiding values 
One of the guiding values is that 

we are connected to our local 
communities and that their needs 

drive the work of our program. We 
are inclusive, where everyone is 
welcome, valued, and supported. We 
know that collaboration and 
partnerships with our communities, 
community organizations, and 
neighbors make us stronger and that 
together we create positive change. 

If you are like me, when I initially 

thought of DEI, what first came to 
mind were race, gender, and maybe 
age. DEI in the MG program has a 
much broader meaning. Access to 
land (outside a garden plot or 
apartment balcony); access to 
transportation and the internet; 
career; diet; education; upbringing; 
language; talents; abilities/
disabilities; and ideas are just a few 
of the many parts of DEI. To address 
this broader meaning, Task Force 
members have been divided up into 
one of four work groups: 

1.Who becomes a MG? 
2.Who do we serve in the 

community? 
3.How can our MG curriculum and 

content grow to be more inclusive? 
4.Events and 

programming (beyond 
curriculum) 
In addition to the 
monthly large group 
Task Force meetings, 
each work group meets 
monthly to discuss 
ways to improve our 
program.  

The Jackson County 
MG program is highly 
regarded throughout 
the state. With support 
of our leadership and 
each Master Gardener, 

we can enhance our DEI 
efforts and make our program even 
more welcoming. If you are 
interested in learning more, I highly 
recommend viewing at least the first 
15 minutes of this link: Efforts to 
Promote Racial Justice in Oregon’s 
Master Gardener Program. 

OSU Extension Master Gardener Program 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) 

Initiative

https://vod.video.cornell.edu/media/Session+17A++Steady+%26+FocusedA++Efforts+to+Promote+Racial+Justice+in+Oregon%E2%80%99s+Master+Gardener+Program/1_7jgon38g?st=900
https://vod.video.cornell.edu/media/Session+17A++Steady+%26+FocusedA++Efforts+to+Promote+Racial+Justice+in+Oregon%E2%80%99s+Master+Gardener+Program/1_7jgon38g?st=900
https://vod.video.cornell.edu/media/Session+17A++Steady+%26+FocusedA++Efforts+to+Promote+Racial+Justice+in+Oregon%E2%80%99s+Master+Gardener+Program/1_7jgon38g?st=900
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Online classes & events 
 Master Gardener BioBlitz | Grab your 

camera and join us on our iNaturalist 
project page to capture the insects, birds, 
wild plants, and other wild organisms in 
your garden or a nearby community or 
public garden space. Your efforts will help 
to document garden biodiversity in 
Oregon!  

July 24 | Master Gardener Summer 
BioBlitz  

Sept. 25 | Master Gardener Fall 
BioBlitz (Link will be accessible at a 
later date.) 

 International Master Gardener 
Conference | Sept. 12-17, 2021 | Leading 
researchers. Industry experts. Master 
Gardeners from around the world. Six 
days of virtual networking, workshops, 
and education brought to you by the 
Virginia Extension Master Gardener 
program. Registration required. 

Ongoing online classes 
Advanced Training Webinars for 
Master Gardeners for 2020, sponsored 
by Oregon State University Extension, are 
available here. 
Growing Oregon Gardeners: Level Up 
Series | Second Tuesday of the month 
Jan-Nov, 3 pm. This free monthly Zoom 
series offers education led by OSU 
horticulture experts for the experienced 
gardener. Take your gardening knowledge 
to the next level with timely topics ranging 
from gardening in a changing climate to 
techniques to extend your season. Zoom 
classes, with recordings available for you 
to view anytime. Master Gardener 
volunteers receive continuing education 
credit. Take one or take all. More 
information, including the list of classes 
available here. 
Mini-College for OSU Extension Master 
Gardener Volunteers | July 16-17 | 
The Oregon Master Gardener 
Association is organizing the first all 

online Mini-College this summer. Plans 
include an array of classes and 
workshops for gardeners of all levels. 
More information, including the list of 
classes, will follow. 

Listen in 
Gardening in the Rogue Valley | 
Wednesdays, 8:35 a.m.-ish | Lynn 
Kunstman is a guest on the Jefferson 
Exchange to answer radio listeners’ 
questions about gardening. Tune in to 
Jefferson Public Radio’s News and 
Information station at 102.3 FM or 1230 
AM. The starting time may vary due to the 
nature of news programs. 

JCMGA meetings 
Communications Working Group | 
First Monday of each month | 1 pm – 3 
pm. Marcia Harris, Chair. Subcommittees 
include the Beet, Mailchimp, Facebook, 
our YouTube channel and Public Service 
Announcements. 
JCMGA Board meeting | 
Second Friday of each month | 9:30 – 
11:30 am | Lynn Kunstman, president 
Member Services Working Group | First 
Friday of each month. | 9:30 am | Keltie 
Nelson, Chair  

2021 Jackson County Master Gardener calendar 
Due to COVID-19, events and classes have been cancelled for the foreseeable 
future. Webinars and JCMGA meetings are being held via Zoom. Contact Lynn 

Kunstman for the Zoom link to board and Communications Committee meetings.

Recipe: 
Perfect stovetop popcorn

Tip:  To store popped corn, place 
in a zip-type freezer bag and put in 
the freezer.  Since popped corn 
doesn’t freeze, you can eat it 
immediately or warm kernels in a 
closed paper sack on the microwave 
“high” setting for about 1 minute. 

Ingredients 
2 tablespoons cooking type olive 

oil 
1/2 cup fresh popcorn kernels, plus 

3 to 4 extra kernels 
Instructions 
In a large heavy-lidded pot, pour in 

oil and heat to medium high.  Drop in 
extra kernels and put the lid on.  
When they pop, remove pot and lid 
(strain out popped kernels) then pour 
in ½ cup kernels, swishing them to 
get them all equally coated with oil.  
Replace lid and put pot back on heat. 
With lid slightly ajar (allows extra 

steam to escape), shake pot about 
every half- minute so kernels don’t 
burn and unpopped kernels cycle to 
the bottom to pop. When popping 
ceases, remove pot from heat and 
pour popped corn into a large bowl.   

Toppings 
Season to taste with sea salt or 

other toppings such as: 
2 tablespoons grated Parmesan 

cheese 
1 teaspoon Trader Joe’s Chile 

Lime Sprinkle 
1 tablespoon ground cinnamon 

mixed with 2 tablespoons 
coconut sugar 

2 tablespoons melted butter 
1 tablespoon matcha tea 

powder and sea salt to taste 
1 package spiced cider mix 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/spring-2021-master-gardener-bioblitz
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/spring-2021-master-gardener-bioblitz
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/events/summer-2021-master-gardener-bioblitz
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/events/summer-2021-master-gardener-bioblitz
https://www.internationalmastergardener.com/register/
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/ediblegardens/2020/01/23/2020-osu-extension-master-gardener-webinar-series/
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/2020/12/16/growing-oregon-gardeners-level-up-series/
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/mgcoordinators/2020/12/16/getting-ready-for-2021-the-osu-extension-master-gardener-program/
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Jackson  County  Master  Gardener  Association 
Board  of  Directors  meeting 

June 11, 2021 
Announcements 

1. Lynn Kunstman announced 
that 4 to 5 Master Gardeners have 
been raising and selling plants from 
their homes and donating the 
proceeds to JCMGA. 

2.  Ronnie Budge announced an 
article she wrote for the Ashland 
Daily Tidings about the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) 
spring gardening class was published. 
In the fall, Susan Koenig and John 
Kobal will be teaching an 8-week 
class on ornamental gardening and 
how to develop a home landscape. 

3.  Keltie Nelson announced the 
Winter Dreams Summer Gardens 
Working Group is looking for 
someone to develop marketing 
materials for this year's symposium. 

Coordinator's report 
Erika Szonntag reported Josephine 

County has been moved to the 
moderate category for COVID-19, but 
Jackson County remains in the high 
category so restrictions will remain 
the same. 

The statewide coordinators have 
developed a needs assessment survey 
that will help develop the program. It 
will be sent to all Oregon Master 
Gardeners with a request that they 
complete it and also forward it to any 
Oregon gardeners they know. 

Erika proposed that a 
demonstration/teaching pollinator/
native plants garden be developed at 
the Britt Gardens with an MOU that 
the Britt gardeners will maintain it. 
She will fill out the proposal form for 
consideration at the July meeting.  

The storage containers are in place 
and Rich Roseberg is buying shelving 
for them. No date has been set yet for 
moving equipment and supplies from 
the Creepy Old House. 

Treasurer’s report 
Treasurer Annette Carter reported 

$2825 in income for May, mostly 
from plant sale donations and Garden 
Guide sales. Income for the year to 
date is $6705. 

Master Gardener Judy Williams has 
completed the annual audit and 
reports JCMGA is in good shape 
financially in spite of the pandemic 
and the records are pristine. With the 
retirement of both Annette and 
Assistant Treasurer Roberta Heinz, 
Judy is recommending that JCMGA 
hire a bookkeeper to work with the 
incoming treasurer. This will be 
referred to the Budget Committee. 

Tour of the revised website 
Marcia Harris, chair of the 

Communications Working Group, 
provided a tour of the revised JCMGA 
website. There are nine categories on 
the public side: Garden for Life (how 
to become a Master Gardener), Native 
Plants Garden Tour, Plant Clinic, 
JCMGA calendar of events, Grow 
Your Mind (links to gardening 
information), Garden Beet, 
Demonstration Gardens, Community 
Gardens, and Donations. It was 
suggested links to the OSU webinars 
be located in the Grow Your Mind 
section. Updates to the Demonstration 
Gardens were also suggested: addition 
of the Orchard and Native Plants 
Nursery along with deletion of the 
Birds, Bees, and Butterflies Garden.  

On the member side of the website, 
open only to JCMGA members, there 
are 17 links: Member Homepage (Log 
in, Help Wanted, How to Help 
JCMGA, Recertification), My 
Account, Board of Directors, 

Recording Secretary 
Jane Moyer 

Master Gardener 2005 

We are a decision-making body.  Although we do have reports listed on the 
agenda, most reports are filed on Dropbox to conserve time. To keep the focus 
on decision making, we need to understand the following procedure: 

To speak in the meeting, you must be recognized by the Chair (and/or be on 
the agenda). 

To discuss something, you must make a motion about it. (Usually best to write 
the motion out or prepare something ahead of time.) 

To make a motion, say “I move to___________”. The motion needs a second.  
Say, “I second the motion.” 

Debate should be on the subject and not personal. 

Or someone says, “I move the previous question.” If this happens, we vote on 
calling the question. We need 2/3 vote to stop the debate. 

The chair will repeat the motion and a vote will be taken. 

Roberts Rules of Order Cheat Sheet

Continued on Page 9
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Board minutes: June 11, 2021

Calendar, Classifieds, 2021 Chapter 
Directory, 2021 Members and 
Students (sortable spreadsheet), 
Membership Renewal, Practicum 
Homepage, Report Your Hours, 
Student Materials, Volunteer, The 
Garden Beet, Member Bylaws, 
Articles of Association, and Policy 
Manual. It was suggested that the 
privacy policy found in the directory 
be added to the Members and 
Students section. President Lynn 
Kunstman expressed gratitude from 
the board for all the work that has 
gone into the improvements. 

Resignations 
Jack Ivers has resigned as editor 

of The Garden Beet.  
Kate Hassen and Jane Moyer 

have resigned as co-GEMs of the 
Wanda Hauser Garden and co-chairs 
of the GEMs Committee. 

Native Plants Garden Tour 
Sherri Morgan, chair of the 

Native Plants Garden Tour 
Committee, reported the tour is now 
on the JCMGA website. Eleven 
local gardens are featured along 
with a donation button. JCMGA 
members are asked to send the URL 
(https://jacksoncountymga.org/
native-plants-garden-tour/) to 
gardeners they know. The tour will 
also be put on YouTube. 

A debriefing meeting will be 
scheduled soon with Sherri Morgan, 
Lynn Kunstman, Marcia Harris, and 
Pam Hillers attending. Anyone else 
who is interested can contact Sherri 
to be included.  

Sue Koury announced that many 
classes on gardening with native 
plants will be included in the 2021 
Winter Dreams Summer Gardens 
Symposium in November. Sherri 
will send information on native 
bulbs to Annette Carter and Roberta 
Heinz to include in the order of 

bulbs to be sold at WDSG. 

Requiring vaccinations 
At the May board meeting, the 

possibility of requiring vaccinations 
at in-person events was brought up. 
Ronnie Budge investigated and 
found we would be allowed to do it. 
No decision will be made until 
further discussion is held. 

Non-member mailing list 
The Communications Working 

Group is considering adding a 
button to the website for non-
members to add their name to a 
mailing list to have information sent 
to them about upcoming events. 

Keltie Nelson reported the 
JCMGA free Mailchimp account 
will reach maximum capacity by the 
end of the year. In order to add 
additional non-members, we would 
have to convert to a paid account. 
The Communications Working 
Group will include the cost in their 
budget request for 2022. 

Garden Guide reprinting 
Sandy Hammond reported the 

supply of Garden Guide for the 
Rogue Valley: Year 'Round & Month 
by Month Vegetables, Berries, 
Melons is down to about 300 copies. 
Sandy Hammond moved the board 
approve the reordering of Garden 
Guide for the Rogue Valley: Year 
'Round & Month by Month 
Vegetables, Berries, Melons in the 
amount of 3000 copies at the cost of 
$21,000. Second by Annette Carter. 
Unanimous approval. 

Because printing costs have 
increased by $1.10 per copy, Sandy 
Hammond moved the board approve 
the selling price of Garden Guide 
for the Rogue Valley: Year 'Round & 
Month by Month Vegetables, 
Berries, Melons be increased by $1 
per copy. This price increase would 
apply to sales to vendors and sales 
to the public. Second by Keltie 
Nelson. Unanimous approval.

Mini-college
Mini-college will be online this 

year. President Lynn Kunstman 
asked board members to share 
registration information with all 
gardeners they know in an effort to 
boost registration numbers (https://
mastergardenerminicollege.org). 
The conference is open to the public 
as well as to master gardeners. 
Dates are July 16 and 17. Cost is 
$49 with a limited number of 
scholarships available from JCMGA 
for members. 

Next meeting: Friday, July 9, 
2021 (meeting begins at 9:30 with 
9:00 sign-in) 

Submitted by Jane Moyer, 
Recording Secretary

Continued from Page 8

Got Questions?? 
Get the answer!

By Sandy Hansen 
Master Gardener 2017 

We launched a new program to 
help you navigate all of those 
questions and help you get the 
answers you are looking for. The 
program is designed for new students 
and volunteers, even if you are a 
veteran the program can assist you as 
well.   

Sample questions: 
• How do I sign up to volunteer in 
the demonstration gardens? 
• What time is the meeting? 
• How do I access the Garden 
Beet? 
Sandy Hansen has volunteered to 

man (or woman) the information 
telephone to assist you with all of 
those questions.  You can call 
541-227-1358 and she will point you 
in the right direction or answer the 
question directly.

https://jacksoncountymga.org/native-plants-garden-tour/
https://jacksoncountymga.org/native-plants-garden-tour/
https://jacksoncountymga.org/native-plants-garden-tour/
mailto:shemor484@gmail.com
https://mastergardenerminicollege.org
https://mastergardenerminicollege.org
https://mastergardenerminicollege.org


Beet Box 
Editor: Jack Ivers  
Copy editors: Lisa Brill, Maxine Cass, Keltie Nelson 
Photography: Seán Cawley 
Email us at jcmgabeet569@gmail.com 

The Garden Beet is published monthly by the OSU 
Jackson County Master Gardener™ Association, Southern 
Oregon Research and Extension Center, 569 Hanley Road, 
Central Point, Oregon 97502. Phone: 541-776-7371 

All articles and photos are due by the 15th of the preceding 
month and have a maximum of 500 words. Photos submitted 
cannot be less than 600x800 pixels. 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers 
educational programs, activities, and materials without 
regard to race, color, national origin, sex, or disability as 
required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Oregon State University is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

 All information provided by the Garden Beet is believed to 
be accurate. Products named in an article does not constitute 
an endorsement by JCMGA.

JACKSON COUNTY 
MASTER GARDENER™ ASSOCIATION 
Southern Oregon Research and Extension Center 
569 Hanley Road, Central Point, OR 97502

Lynn Kunstman caught this beautiful ceanothus 
silk month on a service berry.
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