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News for all Master Gardeners in the state of Oregon

Lots going on all around
the state! See page 4.

Such innovative ways to
reach folks wherever they
are. See page 3.

No better way than at the Joy
of Gardening conference. See
page 2.

IT’S TIME TO REGISTER 
for the summer conference

Is this the year you are finally able to attend the
Joy of Gardening conference and meet Master
Gardeners from around the state? New trainees?
Come join us and bring friends! 
omga.org/joy-of-gardening-2024/

Has your chapter requested a scholarship from
Send-a-Friend to allow someone to attend for the
first time? The money is there - all you need to do
is ask! (And ask for an extended deadline.)
omga.org/documents-and-forms/

Have you seen the list of speakers and topics at
this year’s conference? Wow! bit.ly/JOG24

Did you know you need to register now before your
preferred classes fill up? (Some already have.)
Early-bird pricing through June 15.  bit.ly/4botEHG

Do you want to hear some great ideas from
other chapters at a Sharing Panel? There will
be a Plant Sale Panel with five counties
participating. 

Another topic is  Outreach as a Master
Gardener volunteer: Activating our Circles of
Influence by LeAnn Locher

How about: Empowering Communities
through Inclusive Leadership; Bridging
Innovation, Diversity and Well-being by 
Dr. Ana Lucia Fonseca

Or New MG Training Module on Climate
Change/Interactive with Dr. Brooke
Edmunds and Signe Danler.





We became Master Gardeners to share our love of growing
things with everyone in our community.  We discovered that at
times, education and outreach were easy to accomplish. 
At other times - not so much. 
How do we reach the people who can’t come to our excellent
programs - because they are working, need child care, can’t
drive at night, or live too far away? What if their primary
language isn’t English - how do we serve them? What if they
only have a small area or deck where they want to grow things? 
Presenting programs that meet everyone’s needs is an ongoing
endeavor. Here are some methods that our creative association
members have developed to take our researched-based
knowledge to the hardest-to-reach folks. 
Thank you to MGs who submitted ideas from around the state.

Jackson County has written grants designed to help take
activities and presentations to smaller community
libraries and a summer program for older adults in
outlying areas to participate in horticultural therapy
activities. 
Their chapter also grants funds to help support
community gardens  in the county, some of which are
located in small rural towns in the Rogue Valley.

For folks living in assisted living homes, it is not often
possible for them to get to the plant clinics offered at the
Farmers Markets. In Linn County, Ann Capps offered a
clinic at the Mennonite Village for 20 residents who love to
garden in the raised beds on site. Along with answering
questions for two hours, she offered to take soil samples
back to the plant desk and then emailed/phoned them with
the results. 

REACHING 
the corners of our counties

Hermiston Community  Garden: Lovin’ Spadeful           Photo by Nora Pratton

Updating the Oregon Food Bank/OSU
Extension program, Seed to Supper, to
include areas east of the Willamette
Valley, has been a recent project in
Umatilla County. Gathering
recommendations at locations such as
the Yellow Hawk Tribal Center on the
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla
Indian Reservation, has helped to
broaden the scope of the materials  

presented and how to work with a variety of people.
Local businesses support Umatilla’s Seed to Supper
program by advertising and by donating gardening
supplies, seeds, potting soil, soil thermometers,
planting kits, etc. Since 2015, over 250 people have taken
our Seed to Supper classes. 
The Hermiston Community Garden, Lovin’ Spadeful,
exists because of constant generous donations from the
community -- supplies, fencing, garbage and porta-
potty service, a place for court-ordered community
service workers to help and pay back, security cameras,
mulch, soil, and WATER -- very important in this dry
climate.

Language can be an issue in conveying educational
programs and several chapters have initiated methods
to overcome some barriers.
Bi-lingual signage has been installed at the Polk County
Inspiration Garden in Independence. A Hispanic
(Spanish speaking only) composting demonstration
was held there this year. 
Jackson County MG Kendyl Berkowitz, wrote a grant
and received $10,000 to upgrade their Lavender Garden
to ADA compliant paths and signage.
Bringing educational lectures into folks homes via
ZOOM is a method used by several chapters on a regular
basis. There are monthly ZOOM Lectures series which
goes out to both Jackson and Josephine counties.
When Linn County sends the recorded videos from their
annual BEEvent Pollinator Conference to attendees, it is
manually edited (for accuracy) with captions that can be
translated into the viewer’s preferred language.
Allowing association webpages to be viewed in either
Spanish or English is another step some chapters are
taking.                                                     Continued on page 4.
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SUMMER EVENTS 
Find more events here: 

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/events

June 1      Plant Sale, Redmond
June 8     Cultivating Lavender, Bend
June 8     Native Bees & Their Plants, Grants Pass
June 15    Garden Tour, Albany
June 22   Pollinator Workshop, 
July 6       Herb and Weed Walk, Eugene
July 12     Joy of Gardening, Corvallis
Aug 13    Community Gardens, online        
Aug 23    Monthly Garden Gab, Klamath Falls

Good Things Happening
Whew! Oregon Master Gardener Associations
hosted 21 plant sales around the state this
spring! And some were two-day sales! That
represents thousands of  hours  throughout the
year, planting and propagating by dedicated
volunteers: cleaning pots; hauling planting mix;
watering, protecting and nurturing thousands of
plant starts. 
Managing hundreds of shoppers at a time is
another skill set that our MG’s have ‘mastered.’
Fun-fundraising to support our mission is what we
are all about. Congratulations one and all.

August is not the perfect month to spend in a hot
field, but each year 30-50 stalwarts head to the
field with pencil and pad in hand to look at 360
plants of 15 species and share their opinions and
preferences. “We are trying to find solutions for
heat mitigation, including growing ornamentals
under drought conditions to see which are the
most ‘climate-ready’ to meet changing needs,”
said Lloyd Nackley, associate professor in the
College of Agricultural Sciences.” Read more
about the Climate-Ready Landscape Plants
Project at: https://bit.ly/3wKmP49

Extension research group searches for
plants to weather climate change 

Many chapters work in school gardens or may have a
dedicated Youth Garden at their demonstration
garden, because training children to love gardening
from a young age is a wonderful way to ensure the joy
of gardening in future generations.

Making association membership meetings accessible
to all MGs is not always easy to achieve. Some chapters
meet at alternate day or evening times, hold work
parties on Saturdays, and will personally call or pick-
up a member who would otherwise not be able to
participate. Some offer scholarships to reduce the cost
of dues. Meeting in the corners of the counties
demonstrates how much we value each of our
members - an amazing bunch of volunteers!

Continued from page 3
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